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Why | Left. .. Why | Left the Baptist Church

Why | Left the Baptist Church
By Grover Stevens

No Animosity for Baptists

| would liketo say in the beginning that | have no animosity whatsoever against Baptists. Persondly, | have
no reason for leaving the Baptist church, but quiteto the contrary, if personal reasons counted, | would
never have left the Baptist Church, because personality isin their favor. Especialy isthistrue of the
congregation of which I wasamember in Phillips, Texas. | believe tha the Baptists are, for the most part,
splendid people. | believethat most of them are honest and sincere. | believethat, if there are Baptists
here tonight, most of them want the truth, and will consider the things that are said honestly and
open-minded. However, sometimes, out of a sense of loydty to that which we have become members
of, weareproneto cast asidelightly any chargesthat might be made against us. | sincerely hopethat that
will not betheway youwill dotonight. | begyouto hear what | haveto say, study it carefully with an open
Biblein hand, then, out of honesty to your own soul and to God Almighty, to embrace dl that you find to
bein harmony withtheBible. Believeit, not because| said it, but because you foundit in theword of God.
That isthe only thing any of uswould have you believe--the Bible, theword of God. In spiteof all the
accusations made to the contrary, we still preach only the Bible. Such expressionsareidle, | suppose, in
view of thefactthat al "churches' claim the samething. Weknow that all of them do not preach "only the
Bible" for they are many and the Bibleisone. The Bible does not teach contradictory doctrines. The
Baptists hold the Bible up and say, "We preach the Bible." That is what we do.

So, what have| gained by telling you that wetake the Bible and nothing but the Bible? Nothing, | suppose.
| will just haveto proveto you that we do actualy stand on the Bible and nothing el se, and that the Baptists
donot. If they did, | never would haveleftthem. | want you to consider thethingsthat are said as honestly
as you know how, tonight.

When| cameinto thisworld, | found it divided rdigioudy. When | was old enough to notice things, | found
achurch on every hand. Here was one and there was another, dl claiming to preach the Bible, yet wearing
different names and teaching different doctrines. Thissentiment prevailed, "It doesn't make any difference
what church you are amember of, or what you believe, just so long as you are honest and sincere about
it." Having grown up in anatmospherelike that, most of usjust seem to accept it asthe truth--as axiométic,
butitisn't. TheBibledoesn't teachthat. If so, where? Nevertheless, that iswhat we heard every day.
Another thought akin to thisisthat everyone ought to go to church; everyone ought to be amember of
somechurch. Thesethingsare preached by al denominationa preachers. Hence, the general conception
inreligiouscircles, and the basisfor all resentment toward the church of Christ, because we deny
it.

Baptists Preach Some Truth

| do not believethat everything they say isafdsehood or alie. | believethat they preach alot of truth. The
part that they preach that istrue, | am glad to accept, but the thingsthey preach which are not the truth
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made meleavethem. Let meillustrate my point. You will recall that inthe Garden of Eden the devil
preached truth along with alie. Hesaid, "Thou shalt not surely die." That isfasedoctrine. Healso said,
"For God doth know that in the day that ye eat thereof your eyes shall be opened and ye shal be asgods,
knowing good and evil." That isthetruth. Thismadethelie moredeceptive. Did Adam and Evesinwhen
they believed and obeyed that? Why, certainly they did. It washdf atruthand half alie. If you say, "Well,
| only stand for thethingsthat arethetruth,” then | will reply, *Maybe that waswhat Adam and Evethought
too." "WEell just stand for hdf of it, and well tdll the Lord that we did not believe the other half." But it led
them into error and condemnation just the same. Hence, what truth the Baptist Church preachesis
perverted by thefalse. Then, too, they many timespreach moreagainst sin, mora sinor immorality, than
gospel preachersdo. | do not mean to say that we do not preach against immorality, but that they preach
on it dmogt dtogether, and we spend some time preaching doctrine and pointing out false doctrines. And
we need to do that.

Upon attending the Baptist Church, one hearsthe Baptist preach againgt sin, and recognize the fact that he
isasinner-- that heislost. Then being convicted of sin, and desiring to be saved and do what isright, we
jointhe Baptist Church, or some other church. A person convicted of sinisready to do anything heis
commanded. For example, when | first became amember of the church of Chrig, | wished that the Lord
had |eft baptism out of theBible. | said to mysdlf, "Everything that the church of Christ teachesisfine, and
| believe that most of the peopl e in the denominations believe exactly what the church teaches, but when
they cometo baptism, they just seemto resent that. If the Lord had just |eft baptism out, then everything
would bedl right." | havelearned since that wasn't thetrouble. People do not mind being baptized when
they are convicted of sin. Peoplewanting to obey God do not mind being baptized. They do not mind
doing anything that God commandsthemto do. Itisamatter of surrendering whole-heartedly one'sown
will to God'swill. When that's done hisattitudeissmply, "L ord, whatever you want meto do, I'm willing
todoit." Many, not redizing this, go onin rebelion againg God, bdieving dl thewhilethat they are pleasing
to Him. Hence, wejoin some church because we are convicted of sin, redizethat we arelost, and because
we believe that it isthe right thing to do. That isthe reason | joined the Baptist Church.

Early Experience

| attended Sunday School at the Baptist Church in Caddo, Oklahoma, when | wasalittlefellow. After we
movedto Texas, | didn't go much, if a dl. By and by my mother started attending the church of Christ at
Banger, Texas,, 0 | began attending Biblestudy there. | attended there several months and wasimpressed
with theway they studied the Bible. Then | took pneumoniaand was out for about six weeks, so | lost
interest and did not go back. After sometime, | was encouraged by some of my friendsto go to Sunday
School at the Baptist Church. | became regular in attendance and made 100 in Sunday School right along.
Our classwas good to win the Banner. Those of you who know the Baptist grading system know that |
had to stay for church to make 100. It wasn't long until | beganto redlizethat | waslost andinsin, and
needed to be saved. | wanted to be saved, so one Sunday night when the preacher was making
propositionswithfolks, heinvited any who knew that they werelost and "desired the prayers of the church”
to hold up their hand. | knew that | waslogt, so at thissuggestion | raised my hand. 1t wasdifficult at fird.
It took al the strength | had to make that arm move, but after | got it started it wasn't so hard. Asl held
my hand up my face burned and my heart came up to my throat. \When the preacher said, "God blessyou,
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son," my face burned more and | was very self-conscious. Afterwards, severa cameto me and told me
how proud they were of me and encouraged me. Then | felt more confident and was proud of mysdf. Of
course, my Sunday School teacher and afew others encouraged meto join the church. | talked to my
mother about it and was persuaded to wait awhile. Shefelt that | was being persuaded and didn't redlize
what | wasdoing. After sometimel began to vist the Methodist Sunday School and church occasiondly
with afriend who was a Methodist. Finally, | quit attending at all.

A little over ayear later | made aspeech at the Annual Boy Scout Father and Son Banquet. After the
Banquet the Methodist preacher came by and asked meif | went to Sunday School or church anywhere.
| told him that | didn't, so he urged me to come to the Methodist Church. Later the Baptist preacher
approached meand wasequally asurgent in hisinvitation asthe Methodist preacher. (They had changed
preachers at both places since the incident mentioned before). After somedelay | began attending the
Baptist Church. 1t wasn't long until | was under conviction again. | remembered the time before, so the
Sunday morning | went up during the invitation and asked the preacher to pray for me. | felt just as| had
before. | spent the afternoon trying to decide what to do. Late in the afternoon, sometime before B. T.
U. wasto begin, | gathered up achange of clothes and went to the church building to see the preacher.
Hewasin the auditorium talking with one of the men. | asked him if he would baptize me that night. He
asked me, "Areyou saved, Grover?' | said, "Well, | don't know; | guess| am." Hetook meinto hisoffice
wherewetadked quiteawhile. When he heard of my former experience, hetold methat | had been saved
back then. | accepted that, for | remembered how | had felt after they had prayed for me. That night |
confessed that "God for Christ's sake has saved mefrommy sins, and | want to join the Baptist Church.”
Upon hearing that confession, they voted to receive me, and | was baptized into the Baptist Church that
night. It was April 24, 1938.

Zeal in the Baptist Church

| took apersona interest inthework. | worked diligently. | wasinsrumentd in leading severa peopleto
what | honestly thought was Christ, and they joined the Baptist Church. | wasgiven aSunday School class,
made the assistant director of the B. T. U., and waslicensed to preach. | preached onceamonth for alittle
congregation in Sanford, Texas, about twenty milesout, and filled in for our loca preacher when hewas

away.

| had been preaching and working for sometime, and nothing had challenged my attention pertaining to
Baptist Doctrine. Then, one day my mother and oldest brother who had been attending the church of
Chrigt, told me how the church of Christ preached the Bible. They urged meto attend ameeting starting
inafew days. What | had heard about the church of Christ wastold with contempt, so | had learned to
fed that way toward them--at least, alittle. However, | made up my mind that | would attend the meeting,
listen to what was said and accept al that | could. | wasdetermined to "givethe devil hisdue." | wanted
to learn what was taught whether | believed it or not.

A. G. Hobbs, .Jr., was doing the preaching. Brother Hobbsisavery plain preacher. Heisvery kind, but
he never leavesadoubt asto what heistalking about. | went home and looked up some of the scriptures
and found them right there. On many points| would say, "Y ou know, | believe heisright about that,” but
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on others, "Now, hejust missed it there. If | could show him afew thingsin that connection, he'd see
differently.” I know that many of you will fed that way toward me beforethislessonisover. Youwill think,
"l wish | could tell him something.” | wish you could, too, because | would like to remove every objection
so that you could see your way to obey the truth. | learned that when | offered my objectionsto his
position, that it was even more evident that he was right. That's the reason that the denominational

preachers"don't believein arguing.” They do believein arguing their side of it, but they don't believein
alowing agospd preacher to examinethelr sde. Sufficeit to say that if | cannot sustain every point inthis
or any other lesson, | will apologizefor it and retract it. Isn'tthat fair? | wish | knew everything that will

come into your mind tonight, and | had thetimeto reply toit. | will do the best that | can out of a
consciousness of what turned over inmy mind as| listened to these things being presented. Maybel can
deal with the most of your objections.

My Attention Challenged

Thefirst thing that challenged my attention as| listened to Brother Hobbs was that there was just one
church. | supposethereisnothing in the Bible more plainly taught, yet more disavowed. The Bible says
that the church isthe body of Christ (Eph 1:22, 23). It says, "Thereisonebody" (Eph. 4:4). The church
isthebody; thereis one body; therefore, thereis one church. Along with other proofs, | saw that there was
just one church. Which one? So | began to study.

Other things challenged my attention as| studied. | wondered about God calling al preachersto preach.
Does God call al preachers, then cause them to preach conflicting doctrines? Does God call Baptist
preachersto preach, and then cause themto preach that immersion isthe only kind of baptism, that only
ordained Baptist preachers have the authority to baptize, theimpossibility of apostasy, the miraculous
operation of the Holy Spirit, and numerous other things? Then does God call aMethodist preacher to
preach that sprinkling is baptism, and that you can fdl from grace? Does God cdl both of them to preach
these contradictory doctrines? John 17:20-23 and | Cor. 1:10-13 teach that he does not.

Why belong to achurch? | told you that people, when convicted of sinwill join one church or another,
even though they do not know what it teaches or standsfor. Itisachurch; they tell the story of Chrigt, and
they were convicted of sin there, so they become members of it without questioning, or even knowing
anything about itsdoctrines. When somebody criticizesit, they resent it. Why? Becausethecriticismwas
true or not true? NO, wejust don't likefor peopleto criticize the church we aremembers of. Because
of asenseof loyalty, weresent it. That ishumannature. We must overcomefedlingslike that and be ready
to face facts.

Why become amember of achurch? Because of parents, friends, relatives? Because of anice building?
Becauseit isconveniently located? Becausethey do alot of good works? Because they teach sometruth?
Arethese reasons we become members? For the most part, yes. Thelarge mgority of the peoplein the
denominations join them without knowing what they teach, or stand for, hence they could not have joined
because of their doctrine. | would say that 85 per cent or 90 per cent of the peoplein the Baptist Church
do not know what the Baptist Church teaches. Some people say, "I know that they teach such and such
athing, but | don't believeit." Now look, firgt, you are amember of something that you do not even know
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what it teaches, and second, you are supporting a doctrine that you do not believe. If | were supporting
adoctrinethat | didn't believe, you'd call me a hypocrite.

The Sixty-Four Dollar Question

Now, hereisthe sixty-four dollar question. On the preceding basis, | want to know why you do not join
all the churchesintown? Y ou have heard that question before, but | want you to consider it again. Why
not joint the Methodist, the Baptist, the Presbyterianand the Adventist? | havefriendsindl of them. They
al teach sometruth. They dl do many good works, they raise the fallen and they do benevolences. There
aregood peopleinal. They stand for morality. The reasonswe give for belonging to one church could
be given asreasonsfor belonging to dl; so, why not join dl of them? I'll tell you why. It would make me
ahypocrite to be amember of more than one church. If you are amember of the Baptist Church, and you
go next Sunday and join the Methodist Church, and then the following Sunday join the Presbyterian, folks
will beginto say that you are not Sincere, or that you are"not dl there." At aplace wherel was preaching
once, therewas afamily that joined every church in town during the big meetings. The town and the
churcheswere consderate--they just overlooked it. Their nameisasynonymfor being "alittle off." Hence,
joining all churches will give you areputation for being a hypocrite or insane.

If it will makeyou ahypocritefor belonging to the Methodist Church and the Baptist Church at the same
time-- then why? Isit because of the good peopleinit? No. Isit because of thetruth or the good they
teach? No. Isit becausethey do alot of good works? No. What isit then? The conflicting doctrines!
The Baptist Church standsfor immersion only, impossibility of apostasy and close communion. The
Methodist Church standsfor open communion, sprinkling for baptism and the possibility of apostasy--just
the opposite. Wearetold that it isal right for one person to stand for Baptist doctrine, and another person
to stand for Methodist doctrine. Butitisnot all right for oneto stand for both the Methodist and Baptist
Doctrines a the sametime. To do sowill bring the charge of hypocrisy or insanity uponyou. If it will make
me a hypocrite to belong to more than one because of the contradictory doctrines, then answer this
question: Is Jesus Christ a member of all churches? Ishe? Is Jesus Christ amember of the Baptist
Church? If so, is he a member of the Methodist Church, too? Is he a member of both of them
tonight--now? Isthe Son of God standing for Baptist Doctrine of theimpossibility of apostasy now, and
at the sametime over inthe Methodist Church, ishe standing for the possibility of apostasy? Ishedoing
that tonight? And if it will make meahypocriteto doit, WHAT DOESIT MAKE THE SON OF GOD?
ISHE A HYPOCRITE? Does he endorse al conflicting doctrines? Is Jesus Christ amember of the
Baptist Church, the Methodist, the Preshbyterian, the Episcopal, the Adventists, the Mormons, and all of
the different churches? Is he amember of all of them?

Thereisagood question in the Bibledong thisline, | Cor. 1:13. "IsChrigt divided?' Just threewords, "Is
Christ divided?' The gpostle Paul asked the question in condemning divison. What isthe answer to it?
Will you answer it? I1sChrigt divided? Theanswer isinthequestion. Itisarhetorical question. "IsChrist
divided? WasPaul crucified for you? Wereyou baptized in the name of Paul?" It was after consdering
things like these that | began to see that something was wrong--that the Baptist Church is not altogether
the New Testament Church. Then | would try to justify the Baptist Church by looking to al the good they
did, and the splendid people | had learned to love. | couldn't stand the thought of facing my friendsand
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what they would haveto say. It never occurred to meto rejoicein the truth and tell otherswho did not
know it. | guess| realized that they would not be glad to learn it.

| remember one day that one of the Baptist Deacons came to mein the store. We went back to the
wareroom where we could be alone. He said "Grover, | heard that you are about to join the
‘Campbellites.” There wasthat tone of contempt in hisvoice. He made it sound like that was the worst
thing intheworld. | sammered alittle and said, "No, | have been attending their meeting, but | am not
abouttojoin." Hesaid, "Well, | knew that you had better sense than to beled off by that bunch.” | told him
that they really knew and preached the Bible. He explained their easein handling the Bible by telling me
that the" Campbellites’ only haveten sermonswhich they memorize and preach everywherethey go. He
told me that the church was started by Alexander Campbell, that it was the most narrow-minded and
bigoted bunch of peoplein the world, and they thought everybody was going to hell that didn't belong to
their church. When hefinished heleft such astigmathat | thought, "Wdll, surely afellow would beinsane
who would go with that group.”

That helped for awhile, asit eased my conscienceto disregardwhat | had learned. It, very likely, was
responsible for my not obeying the gospel before the meeting closed. However, the day the meeting
closed, Sunday, that afternoon Brother Hobbs came to see me. Hetook my Bible, sat down beside me,
and as | asked questions, he turned in the Bible and had me read the answers. When | didn't ask a
guestion he had plenty of thingsto show me. Well notice some of them injust amoment. Heoffered to
talk to meinthe presence of the Baptist preacher, or to talk to the Baptist preacher in my presence. He
asked meto invitethe Baptist preacher to meet with him or Brother Thomas McDondd, thelocal preacher
for the church of Christ in my hometown. | didn't want to ask him because| knew that hewouldn't. He
took my Church Manua and showed mewhere Baptist Doctrinecontradictsthe Bible. | saw thetruth very
plainly. That night heindsted that | come and hear him. | made every excuse| could but he wouldn't hear
them. | told himthat | had apart ontheB. T. U. program and couldn't get to Borger in time after that. We
got out at 8:00 and his services started at 8:00. | thought that would end it, but it didn't. The only reason
| could think of for not wanting to go isthat | hated to face the Baptists and explain my absence from
church whichthey would surely notice. Brother Hobbssaid, "I'll bein front of the Baptist Church at 8:00
o'clock and take you to town." He preached on church history that night. He explained the origin of
denominationsand showed how the church of Christ standsfor New Testament Christianity freefromall
denominations. When theinvitation was extended | wanted to go. Asl thought onwhat | should do, and
what my friendsin the Baptist Church would say, my head just whirled. | managed to stay in my seet,
however.

The meeting ended and | settled down to along, hard study of things all by myself. | read the New
Testament through and underlined the passages on baptism, the Holy Spirit, the plan of salvation, apostasy,
etc. | copied each verseinto anotebook on a sheet for each subject. When | had them all | studied them
together. Themorel studied, the more | realized that the Baptists were wrong, and the moreit bothered
me. | couldn’t keep my mind on my work. | couldn't deep. Phillipsisabig ail field, and thereisabig
torch that burns day and night. | lay in bed and watched that torch and the lighted sky. The clouds
reflected thered fromitsflames. | would bethere, sometimestill daylight, thinking, praying, studying, and
wishing that something would happen. | prayed for the Lord to guide me. | asked the Lord to show me
hiswill, the way He would have me go.
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| struggled on, until timefor the Southern Baptist Convention which met that year in Oklahoma City; then,
| decided to go to the convention and forget about the church of Chrigt. Herel was, successful inforgetting
my troubles and getting better established in the Baptist Church. | went with the local preacher and
registered asadeegate. | returned, feeling much better, but not for long. Every timethat | read my Bible
| noticed those passages which | had marked. | still had my notebook, too. It wasn't long until | found
myself spending deepless nights again. | begged the Lord to show me what he would have me do. |
prayed, "Thy will bedone." Thiscontinued for nearly three months. Then one Sunday afternoon asl was
studying and thinking, it suddenly dawned on methat the Bibleis God'sway of revealing hiswill tous. |
redlized that | had been praying, "Thy will bedone," and as honestly and earnestly as |1 knew how, but that
subconscioudy | had been holding out on the Lord in my desire to remain a Baptist. MY WHOLE
STRUGGLE WASREBELLION TOWHAT GOD WASTELLING METO DO. ThelLordwastrying
to guide methrough the light of Hisword, but it didn't shinein the direction | wanted it to. Most of our
struggles between right and wrong isnot what isright and what iswrong, but surrendering our desiresfor
what we want, to what we know isright. The Bibleis God'sway of telling us Hiswill. Heisdoing
everything He can to guide us by the Bible. When we refuse that, we "have not God." (I1 John 9).

After consderable study and prayer that afternoon, | gathered up my clothes and went to services at the
church of Christ. When they offered theinvitation, | went forward, confessed my faith in Jesus Christ and
was baptized into him the same hour of the night.

Thetruth iswhat made meleave the Baptist Church. | now invite your attention to some of thosetruths.
My first point is the most fundamental, and is the ultimate conclusion of every point | shall make.

The Baptist Church isNot the New Testament Church

The Baptist Church is not the church you read about in the Bible. Baptist preachers, and al other
preachers, take the Bible and read the word "church,” but they do not comment onit. They leave the
impressionthat it refersto "their" church. The Baptist preacher will read apassage with theword "church”
init, and apply it to the Baptist Church. The Methodist preacher will read the same passage and apply it
to the Methodist Church. The Presbyterian preacher will read the same passage and apply it to the
Presbyterian Church. 1t cannot refer to al of them. If these passagesrefer to the Baptist Church, they
cannot refer to the Methodist, because they aretwo different ingtitutions. To which one doesit refer then?
| am affirming that out of the 112 timesthat theword "church” isused in the New Testament, not onetime
doesit refer to the Baptist Church, or to any other denomination. It talksabout “the church,” "the church
of God," "the church of thefirst-born,” "the churchesof Chrigt,” etc., but most of thetimeit just says"the
church."

Which church? Which oneisit? When the Bible usestheword "church” it refersto just one. Now, which
oneisit?
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Church the" Called Out"

Firg, theword"church" means"caled out." "Caled out” of what? What doesit mean? The Baptiststeach
that you can be a Christian--you can be saved, and not be amember of any church, including the Baptist.
Let ussee. Theword"ecclesa' trandated "church” refersto the " called out” --to that body of peopl e that
have been called out of theworld, out of sin, into Christ. That isthe meaning and significance of theword
"church" inthe New Testament. It does not mean denomination. It doesnot have reference to the Baptist
Church, not the Methodist, nor any of therest of them. It Ssmply means™the caled out.” The pointisthis:
if you can be saved without being amember of any church, then it followsthat you can be saved without
being "called out" or amember of the"caled out." Y ou haveto be caled out of theworld into Christ to be
saved. The samething that calsyou out, that redeems you, makes you amember of the church or "caled
out”; don't you see? The Baptistsdo not useit that way. They talk about aperson being saved andin
Christ before he is a member of the church, and without being a member of any church.

| want to illustrate this point by substituting the terms ™' caled out” and "redeemed” for church in a passage
of scripture or two. Acts 2:47 says "the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” The
Lord added to the"called out" daily such asshould be saved. Now, seethisbody of people over here
that arein sinandintheworld, and the Lord added to this other body over here, the"called out,” "such as
should be saved.” All of those who were saved were caled out of theworld into Christ. The process of
saving and calling out are the same. "The L ord added to the saved daily such as should be saved.” The
Lord added to the redeemed daily such as should be saved.

In Acts 8:1 weread, "And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at
Jerusalem.” Now watch it, "At that time there was a great persecution against the called out which was
a Jerusdlem," "agreat persecution againgt theredeemed whichwasat Jerusdem,” "againgt the saved which
was at Jerusalem.” Do you seethat? | do not see how you could missit.

Acts20:28, "Take heed thereforeto yoursalvesand to al theflock over which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood." The called out
of God "which he hath purchased with hisown blood,” "the saved of God," "theredeemed of God.” The
church isthe redeemed, the saved, the called out. Thisisthe significance of theword "church,” andisa
far cry from the meaning Baptists giveit. Remember, they claim that a person can be saved, redeemed,
bel ong to God and not be amember of the Baptist Church. The church isthe Kingdom of God, the body
of Chrigt, thefamily of God. When viewing the church astoitsrelationship to theworld, itisthe"called
out"--called out of the world--the church. When viewing the church asto itsgovernment, it isakingdom,
the Kingdom of God. Astoitsorganizationitisthebody of Christ. With referencetoitsrelationship to
each other, it isthefamily of God. Don't you seethat the church in the New Testament is not and could
not be the Baptist Church?

"Church" Never Refersto Baptist Church

If theword "church" never refersto the Baptist Church, then the Baptist Church iseliminated from the
Bible. Y ou know, of course, that the expressions"Baptist Church,” "Baptist Churches,” "Baptists,” or "a
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Baptist" are not to befound inthe Bible. We have now shown that theword "church" never refersto the
Baptist Church. Inasmuch asthe Baptists admit that you can be amember of the New Testament Church,
the kingdom of God, before and without being amember of the Baptist Church, then it follows that the
Baptist Church and the New Testament church are two different ingtitutions, entered at two
different times, by two different processes. That is exactly it. Thisis according to the Baptists,
themselves. Therefore the Baptist Church cannot be the New Testament Church.

Do | have to be amember of the Baptist Church to be saved? The Baptists say "no.” If they should say
"yes," then all the Methodists, Presbyterians, etc., would be going to hell becausethey are not Baptists.
They say that they would not be that "narrow-minded.” On page 17 of thislittle book, Church Manual for
Baptist Churches by J. M. Pendleton, and published by the Sunday School Board, Southern Baptist
Convention, Nashville, Tennessee, weread, " personswishing to unite with achurch give an account of the
dealings of God with their souls, and state the 'reason of the hopethat isin them'; whereupon, if, in the
judgment of the church they 'have passed from death unto life,' they are by vote of the church recognized
as candidates for baptism, with the understanding that when they are baptized they are entitled to all the
rightsand privileges of membership.” Thissmply saysthat aperson desiring to join the Baptist Church must
tell that heissaved. The Baptist Church then votesto determinewhether the church thinksheissaved or
not. They, decidingthat heis, receive him into the church after baptism. Hence, he must confessthat he
issaved, that heisamember of the kingdom of God aready, and then hejoinsthe Baptist Church. This
being true, then it follows that a person can be amember of the kingdom of God, or body of Christ, or
New Testament Church, before, and without belonging to the Baptist Church.

Two Different Processes of Salvation

Y ou had to confess that you were saved before you could join the Baptist Church. When | asked the
Baptist preacher if hewould baptize me, he asked, "Areyou saved, Grover? We want saved peoplein
our church.” Then, at servicesthat night | confessed that "God, for Christ's sake, has saved me from my
sns' and | went tojoin the Baptist Church. | wasvisiting aBaptist Church onetime and saw them do it
thisway: The preacher asked, "Do you bdieve that you werelost and that you are now saved for Christ's
sake?' Thereply was"yes" "Do you desiretojoin the Baptist Church?' "Yes," again. "Y ou have heard
the statement, what is your pleasure?' Then they took the vote. Once more | say that this proves,
according to Baptits, that a person can be amember of the kingdom of God (saved) before and without
being a member of the Baptist Church. Hence, to be a Christian, to be saved, and a member of the
kingdom of God, or the church you read about in the Bible is one thing, and to be a Baptist is
another. Friends, the conclusion is inevitable. 'THE BAPTIST CHURCH AND THE NEW
TESTAMENT CHURCH ARE TWO DIFFERENT PROCESSES. Thisargument aone should show
every honest person why you can't afford to be a Baptist.

The" Visbleand Invisible' Churches

Baptiststeach that the churchisused in two senses, avisble senseand aninvisble sense. They clam that
when you are saved, God adds you to His church, the New Testament Church, which istheinvisible
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church. If you areregenerated, you are saved; God knowsit, and you know it, but nobody else should
pass judgment on you--that is, nobody except the Baptists; they voteit, you know. That makesyou a
member of the kingdom of God or the New Testament Church, which istheinvisible church--to them.
Then, you can goto the Baptist Church, relate your experience (tell them you are saved), let them voteon
it to decideif you redlly are, then by baptism you become a member of the Baptist Church whichisa
visiblechurch. They clamthat all denominations arevisible churches. They look upon the church of
Christ asbeing just another "visible church” or denomination. That isthe reasonthey think we are so
narrow; that is, because they ook at usasa church through their denominational, narrow, and erroneous
conception of what the churchis. They will say, "I think there are saved people in the church of Christ.
| think their doctrineiswrong, but | think there are saved peoplein ‘'their' church.” Again, "I disagreewith
the Methodists, but | think there are saved peoplein the Methodist Church.” Thisisbecausethey think of
aperson being savedinthe"invisiblechurch™ and thenjoiningavisible' one. Thiswould bedl right if the
Bible taught it, but it doesn't.

Friends, the New Testament Church wasavisible church. The Jerusalem churchwasavisiblechurch. It
met for worship every Lord's day, yet was no denomination. The church at Corinth met upon thefirst
day of theweek, sang, prayed, had preaching, took the L ord's Supper, and contributed of their means, yet
it was no denomination. Paul called it, "the church of God" and "the body of Christ." (1 Cor. 1:2; | Cor.
12:27).

What M akes a Denomination?

| want to use an old illustration: Suppose that three denominations, the Baptists, Methodists and the
Presbyterians have aunion meeting. Inthe course of the meeting 400 people are saved. Understand that
| disagree with them on theway that they think they are saved, but we are waiving that point just now, in
order to make another. These400 persons, being saved, are members of the New Testament church, the
Kingdom of God. When the meeting closes, they aretold to "join the church of your choice.” Supposethat
100 go into the Baptist Church another hundred go into the Methodist, and a third hundred join the
Presbyterians. What made the first 100 Baptists? Now look, they were saved to begin with, already
Chrigtians, members of the Lord's church, then they joined the Baptist Church which made them Baptists.
What was it that made them Baptists? It was the doctrines peculiar to the Baptist Church. The
doctrinesthat differentiate and distinguish the Baptist Church from the Methodist and all others. These
doctrinesaregiveninthisChurch Manua. If aBaptist Church didn't measure up to thisdoctrine, then
it would not be aBaptist Church, but some other kind. Hence, Chrigtians plus the peculiarities of the
Baptist Church make Baptists. Christians (saved) plus the Methodist Discipline, the doctrines peculiar
to the Methodist Church, makethem Methodigts. It isaways Chrigtian firgt, plusthe creed containing the
doctrine peculiar to the particular denomination that makes them members of the second church, the
denomination. Two Churches? Why not? Y ou are members of the Lord's church when you are
saved--church number one; then you join some denomination--church number two. Hence, to beaBaptist
issomething in addition to being aChristian, and bel onging to somethingin addition to the New Testament
church. Where doesthe Bibleteach usto join some denomination, the second church? The Bibleteaches,
"The Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”
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How Not to be a Sectarian

But, what about the other 1007 Supposethey couldn't make up their mind which churchtojoin. Asthey
study about it, it suddenly dawnson them, "we are saved aren't we? Our sins have been forgiven, haven't
they? We are members of the New Testament church, are we not?' O, yes. "We are members of the
Kingdom of God, aren'twe?' Y es, "Well, suppose that we select a place, meet there upon thefirst day of
the week according to the New Testament and worship God, and never join adenomination.” Can they
dothat? If not, why not? Would that make them adenomination? If so, which one? They didn't join any
denomination. They said, "We just want to be Christians, and Christians only."

Thisis exactly what the church of Christ pleadsfor. We ask people to be just amember of the New
Testament church, and not of any denomination. | preach that aperson must belong to the New Testament
church to be saved. So do the denominations. | preach that a person does not have to belong to any
denomination to be saved. Every oneof them teach the same. When | teach the same thing that they do,
they donot likeit. Of course, they teach that you do not have to bel ong to any denomination to be saved,
but that you ought to belong to one; and | teach that you do not have to bel ong to any denomination to be
saved andthat YOU OUGHT NOT BELONG TO ANY because the Lord did not build them. Yes, we
are pleading with people to be amember only of the Lord's church, the New Testament church, the
kingdom of God, and NOT to be members of any denomination. Be aChristian, and a Christian only.

Dividing the Kingdom of God

Beforel leavethispoint, | want to examinetheir claimsfrom another angle. Baptists claim to be building
up the kingdom of God when they, through their preaching, lead peopleto be saved. (I do not agreethat
they are saved, because, Baptiststeach thewrong plan of salvation. Wewill noticethat in amoment, but
we are speaking in Baptist termsin order to make the point.) They claim that their greatest concernis
smply to get folks"saved," theninvited themto join the Baptist Church or some other denomination, for
they are DIVIDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD. When they lead you to be saved, that makes you
a member of the kingdom of God. Then, when they encourage or allow you to join a denomination,
that divides the kingdom of God into various denominations, draws you off, and fencesyou in. The
very name denomination means divided. Denomination and denominator came from the same root
word which meansdivide. Divisoniscondemned. (1 Cor.1:10-13; 3:14). Divisoniscarna, and to be
carna | sinful. Hencefor a Chrigtian to be amember of the Baptist Church, or any other denomination,
isto divide the kingdom of God, and thereforeasin. Let me plead with you, friends, to |eave the Baptist
Church as | have done, and be a member only of the Lord's Family, the New Testament Church.

Whoisit that isNarrow?

Just here, | want to call attention to this charge of being narrow. Usually, about all the enemies of the
church of Chrigt can say againg usis "they are narrow minded." Narrow means limited, or circumscribed.
We just noticed how the Baptists make Chrigtians (?), members of the kingdom of God, then teach and
encourage them to separate themsd ves from othersin the kingdom of God by joining the Baptist Church,
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thuslimiting and circumscribing themsavesfrom al otherswhom they claim aremembersof thekingdom
of God, too. Who isit that is narrow?!

Have you ever wondered just why we are called "narrow minded"? It isNOT because we point out and
condenn error, becauseall preachersdo that. The Baptists condemn the Methodistsfor sprinkling and
infant membership, and the Methodists do not get mad and call them narrow-minded. Then too, the
M ethodi sts condemn the Baptist doctrine of theimpossibility of gpostasy, or once saved dways saved, and
the Baptists do not get mad and accuse the M ethodists of being narrow-minded and bigoted. Y et, when
| condemn the M ethodistsfor sprinkling, and the Baptistsfor " once saved dwayssaved," no morethan they
do themsalves, they both get together and charge me of being narrow-minded. Why? | think | know why.
When the Baptist preacher finishes condemning sprinkling, hetellsthem that it doesn't make any difference
what you believe anyhow, and the Methodist preacher doeslikewise. But, when | get through pointing out
that the Bible does not teach sprinkling for baptism, infant membership in the church, "once saved dways
saved”, etc., and instead of telling the audience that it doesn't make any difference anyhow, | plead with
them to accept and obey thetruth, theword of God, and turn from thesefasedoctrines. Thisiswhy | am
branded "narrow-minded," and it amountsto this. A denominational preacher will preach for an hour
and "wind up" by saying that it doesn't matter whether you believe what he has been preaching or
not. This makes him BROAD-MINDED. But after | have preached for an hour, | "wind up" by
pleading with you to accept it becauseit isthetruth. This makes me NARROW-MINDED. Isn't that
thereason othersare considered broad-minded and we are considered narrow-minded? | wonder what
Jesusthinks, do you? Let'ssee, Mark 16:15-16 says, "Go yeinto all theworld, and preach the gospel to
every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but HE THAT BELIEVETH NOT
SHALL BE DAMNED." Thisisanever-faling test for gospel preaching. When apreacher saysthat you
do not have to believe what he preaches to be saved, heis not preaching the gospel, for Jesus said, "Go
preach the gospel, he that believeth not shall be damned.”

The Baptist Church isUnscriptural in Name

We have dready said that the expression "Baptist Church” isnot found in the Bible. Johnthe Baptigt, it
isreasoned, baptized Christ and others, and since he was sent from God, that made Christ and all others
Baptists. Well, that made Baptists before they ever had aBaptist Church. Did you ever hear of aBaptist
that wasnot amember of the Baptist Church? Y et, they admit themsalvesthat the Baptist Church was not
established until the ordaining of thetwelve. John was not called Baptist in the same sense that people are
caled Baptist today. Theexpression"Baptist" isfound only 15timesintheBible. Every timeitis"John
the Baptist." Mark 6:14 says, "'John the Baptizer." The Greek is"John, hewho baptizes™ or "the man who
baptizes." Thereisthe passage that tellswhy John was called "the Baptist"--because he baptized people.
Thisdistinguished him from all other Johns. Do you know that in the book of John you cannot find the
word "Baptist"? The Apostle John never called John the Baptist, "the Baptist." Itisonly found 15 times
in the Bible, and every time "John THE Baptist." The followers of Jesus Christ were never called
Baptists. The followers of John were never called Baptists. Isit not peculiar that if John's baptizing
folks made Baptists, out of them that not one was ever referred to asaBaptist, then or thereafter? Not
onetimeis anyone ever called Baptist in the Bible, except John.
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Human names are condemned. (1 Cor. 1:12). "Now this| say, that every one of you saith, | am of Paul;
and | of Apollos; and | of Cephas; and | of Chrigt. IsChrist divided? WasPaul crucified for you? Were
yebaptized inthenameof Paul?' Againin Acts4:12:"Neither isthere salvation in any other: For thereis
none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” Look at it, "Thereisnone
other name." Isit al right to use other names? Listen again, " Thereisnone other name." Among human
names (those not found in the Bible) | can think of none greater than that of Paul. Y, if | wereto present
acheck for my soul's savation in the name of Paul at the judgment bar of God, hewould haveto say, "Not
inthe name of Paul, not in the name of Apoallos, not in the name of Cephas, nor in the name of John the
Baptist, for salvation isin none other name than Jesus Christ." Thisisthe only "name under heaven
given among men whereby we must be saved.” Thisnameexalts Christ. Thisisthe namethat wein the
church of Chrigt are pleading for. Other names, or additiona names, aresinful. Wear thename of Christ
and none other. (Phil. 2:9-11).

The Baptist Church isUnscriptural in Worship

They call Sunday the Sabbath day. Ex. 20:10 says, "Six dayslabor, but the seventh isthe Sabbath.” That
would make Saturday the Sabbath day. In Acts20:7 welearn that the disciples cametogether to break
bread uponthefirst day of theweek. Baptiststeach that people ought to keep THE Ten commandments.
one of which commands the keeping of the seventh day, Sabbath. Y et, they will meet on Sunday, the
Lord'sday (Rev. 1:10), and teach that Sunday isthe Sabbath day. Thisconfusesthe people. 1t confused
mewhilel wasaBaptist. Thetruth of the matter is, Sunday is not the Sabbath, nor isit the Christian
Sabbath, but the Lord'sDay. Theold Law, the Sabbath included, has been "fulfilled" (Matt. 5:17-18),
"done away" (Ex. 34:27-33; Il Cor. 3:6-14; Rom. 7:1-7), "nailed to the cross’ (Col. 2:14-16).

Baptists use mechanicd instruments of music intheir worship. 1 think agood bit has been said about that
inother lessons, sojust sufficeit to say that the New Testament Church did not use mechanica instruments
of music. David used them, but neither Jesus nor hisdisciplesever did. That isasgood an argument as
isneeded. They had it to use, but did not useit. That isreason enough for not using it.

Baptists set asidethe Lord's Supper and say that it makesit too common to takeit every Lord'sDay. The
same passage that saysfor usto come together, saysalso for usto partake of the Lord's Supper. (Acts
20:7). They cometogether every first day of theweek, they take acollection every first day of the week,
and they have preaching . . . but to take the Lord's Supper every first day of the week makesit too
common. Why isit not too common to give every first day of theweek? Why isit not too common to
cometogether every first day of theweek? Why isit not too common to have preaching every first day
of theweek? They readin| Cor. 11:25, where Christ isquoted ashaving said, "thisdo, as oft asye drink
it, in remembrance of me," and concludethat they arel€ft at liberty to takeit when they are pleased to do
s0. TheBibleplainly states, "upon thefirst day of theweek .. ." (Acts20:7) . Every week hasafirst day.
When God told the children of Isragl "Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy," they understood that
they were to keep every Sabbath holy. Just sowithusin regard to the Lord's Supper. TheLord said"Do
thisin memory of me," sowe meet every first day of theweek to remember the Christ in that humble and
simple way, by keeping the Lord's Supper.
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They have unscripturd meansof raisng money. Inthefirst place, they teachtithing. The Jewsgaveatithe,
but we are taught to "lay by in store as we have been prospered (1 Cor. 16:2), and aswe " purpose in our
heart” (11 Cor. 9:7), which will "prove the sincerity of our love" (11 Cor. 8:8). Baptistswill build an
elaborate building, then go around begging the businessmenintownto pay for it. They want thebank to
discount the notes. Various schemesand practicessimilar to these have given churchesin generd a"black
gye." One can hardly get abank to loan achurch any money at dl, because if they foreclose on anoteit
causesill will toward the bank, and if they don't, they must suffer theloss. They just do not want to fool
withit. Begging and hijacking business men and professional mento pay church debtsiscertainly not
following the scriptures. Then, too, they will use carnivas, suppersand other meansof anusement toraise
the money to support their churches. Let "every one of you lay by him in store” to support the cause of
Christ and the work of the church.

The Baptist Church isWrong in their Plan of Salvation

They teach that apersonissaved by prayer. | could tell severa incidentsin which peoplewere saved by
prayer, according to the Baptists. One Sunday night three boys, who were alien sinners, a preacher, and
I, all engaged in prayer until the boys arose and confessed that they were saved.

Anadien sinner isnot saved by prayer. John 9:31 says, "Now we know that God heareth not sinners, but
if any man be aworshipper of God and doeth hiswill, him he heareth.” 1t isGod'swill that we "obey the
gospe” (I Thess. 1:8). The gospel commands us to be baptized into Christ "for the remission of Sins.”
(Gd. 3:27; Acts 2:38). We have not done God'swill until we have been baptized into Christ. Hear Isaiah,
"Y our iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid Hisface from you, that
Hewill not hear." (Isa. 59:2). We areto pray for the logt, that's true (Rom. 10:1), but the gospdl, not
prayer, "isthe power of God unto salvation." (Rom. 1:16).

Paul saysin |l Cor. 5:11, "Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men." Some peopletry
to persuade God to save the sinner, but Paul persuaded the sinner to obey God. God iswilling to saveall
whowill obey. (Il Peter 3:9; Titus2:11; | Tim. 2:4; Heb. 5:9). "God be thanked that ye were the servants
of sin, but yehave OBEY ED from the heart that form of doctrinewhich wasdelivered you, being THEN
made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.” (Romans 6:17-18).

Baptigsthink that the"new birth" isamysterious, mystica, operation performed by the Holy Spirit which
produces some undescribable sensation to the flesh. They do not know how it happened, but they do
know that achange has been made and their heart tellsthem that the changeis of such anature asto have
comefrom God. Their pet passageis John 3:8, "The wind bloweth whereit listeth, and thou hearest the
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: soisevery onethat isborn of the
Spirit." Inthefirst place, thiswould be carnd--asensation to theflesh. A spiritud birth is of the spirit, not
of theflesh. Inthe second place, the passage doesn't teach any suchidea. It says, "so iseveryone' not
"soisthenew hirth," but "sois everyonethat isborn of the Spirit." MacKnight trandatesthis passage, "The
Spirit breathes where he pleases, and you hear the report of him, but know not whence he comes, or
whither he goes; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit." We must hear the "report or Voice" of the
Spirit--theinspired word of God. | John 5:1 says, "whosoever beieveth isborn of God.” | John 4:7 says,
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"every onethat loveth isborn of God." | John 2:29 says, "everyone that doeth righteousnessis born of
him." Wemust takeall that the Bible says. John 3:5isplain enough, "except aman be born of water and
of the Sairit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God." But if you have trouble with it and the othersjust
mentioned, then the thing to doisto find some examples of how people were "born again” in the Bible.
Nobody would question thefact that the people of Acts2 were born again. After hearing Peter's sermon,
they were pricked in their hearts (hence, believed, v. 37). Upon asking what to do, they weretold to
"repent and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Chrigt for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receivethe gift of the Holy Spirit." (Verse 38). Theninverse4l, "Then they that gladly recelved hisword
were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.” Again, (Gal.
3:26-27), "For yeareall the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For asmany of you as have been
baptizedinto Christ have put on Christ." Noticethat they were" children of God," therefore had been"born”
into thefamily of God, but they werechildren of God by faith--by faith where--by faithin Christ. But, they
were baptized into Chrigt, and thus"put on Chrigt." Hence, they were "born again” (made children of God)
by faith and baptism.

Baptiststeach that snnersare saved by faithonly. They say, "All you haveto doisbdieve, and He will
saveyou." Article5 of their Declaration of Faith, page 48, saysthat justificationis"solely through faith.”
James saysjust the opposite, "Y e see then how that by worksaman isjustified, and not by faith only."
(James2:24). Ther doctrineof faith only bresksdown on the chief rulersof John 12:42-43. "Nevertheless
among thechief rulersaso many believed on him; but because of the Phariseesthey did not confesshim,
lest they should be put out of the synagogue: For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God."
Werethe chief rulers saved? If you say "yes," then you disagree with the Apostle John for he says, "every
Spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ iscomein thefleshisnot of God." (1 John 4:3). If you say they
did not believe, then you disagree with the Apostle John again, for he says they "believed on Him."
Sometimes Baptiststry to dodge the force of thisargument by saying they believed on, not in Him. The
Greek is"eis," the strongest expression in this respect in the Greek language.

Many timesthey refer to Paul's statement to the Philippianjailor in Acts 16:31, "Believe on theLord Jesus
and thou shalt be saved," and argue that inasmuch as Paul did not mention baptism that it isnot apart of
the plan of sdvation. According to thislogic, we could diminaterepentance, love and confession, because
they are not mentioned either. And did you noticethat Paul said, "Believeon the Lord Jesus." Besidesthat,
where do these go? "For by GRACE are ye saved through faith" (Eph. 2:8). "For we are saved by
HOPE" (Rom. 8:24). "Moreover brethren, | declare unto you the GOSPEL which | preached unto you,
by which aso ye are saved" (1 Cor. 15:1-2). "Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of
naughtiness, and receive with meekness theengrafted WORD, which isable to save your souls' (James
1:21). "Thelikefigure whereunto even BAPTISM doth aso now saveus' (1 Peter 3:21). So, we seethat
we are not saved by faith only (James 2:24), but by grace, hope, the gospd, the word, and baptism also.
But these are dl made possible by Jesus (Matt. 1:21). Paul told the Philippian Jailor "Believe on the Lord
Jesus and thou shalt be saved"--but do not stop here, let us read on--verse 32 reads " And they spake
unto himtheword of the Lord, and to al that werein his house, and he took them the same hour of the
night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, heand dl hisstraight-way." Sincefaithisthefirst step
taken toward savation, Paul told thejailor to "believe on the Lord Jesusand thou shat be saved,” but when
they "spake unto him the word of the Lord," he was baptized the same hour of the night, since the word
of the Lord says, "Hethat believeth and isbaptized shal be saved" (Mark 16:16). Therefore, we are not
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saved by faith only, but by "faith which worketh by love" (Gal. 5:6).

Baptists make the wrong confession. They say "confess your sins,” but Christ saysin Matt. 10:32,
"Whosoever therefore shall confessME before men, himwill | confessalso before my Father whichisin
heaven." The confessonisnot madein baptism. Consider, (Rom. 10:9), "That if thou shalt confesswith
thy MOUTH the LORD JESUS and shalt believein thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved." The eunuch did not confesshissins, but did confess "that Jesus Christ isthe Son of
God." Who ever heard aBaptist preacher ask anyoneto confess"that Jesus Christ isthe Son of God?"
Sometimes Baptists confess"that God, for Christ's sake, has pardoned my sins.” Thisisthe confesson that
| made and | have heard a number of others make the same confession. This confession contradicts
every verse in the Bible that speaks of baptism and salvation. The Bible says we are made free
AFTER we have obeyed the gospel (Rom. 6:3-4, 17-18).

Baptistsdo not Administer Bible Baptism

John'sbaptisnisout of date. In Acts19:1-5 wefind where Paul rebapti zed twel ve men who had received
John'sbaptism. Aquilaand Priscillatook apreacher who knew "only the baptism of John" and " expounded
unto him the way of God more perfectly." (Acts 18:24-26).

Baptists baptize people whom they claim dready have received theremisson of sins. "Thereisan actud,
areal remission of snswhen we believein Christ--thereisadeclarative, formal, symbolic remissionin
baptism." (Baptist Church Manual, p. 13).

TheBible plainly statesthat baptism is FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS, (Acts 2:38), or to wash away
sins (Acts 22:16).

Baptists do not baptize a person into Christ, but rather, into the Baptist Church. They say any such
person isin Christ before baptism. Hear Paul, "For as many of you as have been BAPTIZED INTO
CHRIST have put on Christ." (Gal. 3:27) .

Baptist baptism must be on aconfession that oneisaready saved. Bible baptism putsapersoninto Christ
where salvationis. (1 Cor. 12:13; Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:3; Il Cor. 5:17; Rom. 6:4; Il Tim. 2:10).

Inasmuch as Chrigtian baptismis"for theremisson of Sns” or to "wash away Sns" and to get "into Chrig,"
or "put on Chrigt," and Baptists do not administer Christian baptism, as has just been pointed out, then it
followsthat those who obeyed the Baptist plan of Sdvation have missed the Lord's plan of Sdvation, and
they are therefore not members of the New Testament Church, the Body of Christ, have not had
their sins remitted, and are not saved.

Many will say, "Oh but | know I'm saved.” "Wdll, how do you know it?' "Oh, | just know it. | fed like
| am.” "What makesyou fed likeyou are saved?’ "Because I'm saved,” they will say. Saved because they
fed good, and fed good becausethey are saved. Such people prefer their fedings to anything the Bible
says. | am not opposed to a person’s fedling good about being a Christian, but | am opposed to aperson
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claming tobeaChrigtian just because hefedsgood. Fedingsare based onfaith. Hencethe Catholicfeds
likethePriest forgave hissins-hefeelsforgiven, but heisn't; but he feel sfor given because he BELIEVES
that the Priest can forgive hissins. | felt just as saved asyou do, when | wasin the Baptist Church. |
had just asmuch fedings asany of them, and cantdll just asgood an "experience,” but | findly learned that
fedingsweretheresult of what | believed. If you believethat something isgoing to go wrong, you will fed
nervous aslong asyou believethat. When the children are out late, if you believe that they are dl right,
you will feel good; but if you believe that something iswrong, you will worry, fret, and maybecry. | fedl
saved because | believethat | amsaved. You ask, "Why do you believe that you are saved?' Because
| John 2:3 says, "hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.” | know that |
am saved, and | fed like I'm saved becausethe Lord said thet if | would obey his commands, then | would
besaved. | have donethat, therefore | know that | have the promise of God. Baptistswould havethis
verseread, "hereby we do know that we know him, if wefed likeit." If youwill study the scriptureswith
an open mind rather than through your feglings, you will then begintofed different. Y ouwill fed that you
should turn from the human organization, the Baptist Church, and obey the gospd of Christ becausethe
Bibleteachesyoutodothat. Don't follow your fedings. FOLLOW THE BIBLE. FOLLOW CHRIST.

The Baptist Church isUnscriptural in Organization

The Baptist Church hasaminister whom they call "Pastor," and deacons, but no elders. Thetruth of the
matter isthis, pastors, bishops, presbyters, and eldersaredll the same and take the oversight of the flock.
The deacons are servants of the church. The preacher isaminister or evangelist, not "the pastor” of a
congregation.

Baptist preachers call themsaves and have themsaves called, "Reverend.” (There are afew exceptionsto
this, but very few). Thisword isused onetimein the entire Bible and then in connection with the name of
God. (Psam 111:9). When you seethe man you believe on apar with God, cdl him “reverend.” Thisdso
violates the principle laid down by our Savior in Matthew 23:5-12.

The Baptist Church isUnscriptural in Doctrine

They arewrong, first, in havingaman-madedoctrineat all. "ThisDeclaration of Faith wasframed many
yearsago by J. Newton Brown, D. D." (Baptist Church Manual, foot note, p. 43). Christ saysin Matt.
15:9, "But in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men."

The Baptist doctrine contradicts the Bible in reason. Ask a Baptist preacher, "What is the Baptist
Doctrine?" Itis"what achurch beievesthe Bibleto teach.” (Baptist Church Manud, p. 41). | have pointed
out that it isthe distinctive features of the Baptist Church that make it Baptist instead of some other kind
of Church. Now ask, "Must | believe the Bible to be saved?' Answer, "Yes." "Must | believe Baptist
Doctrineto besaved?' Answer, "No." Then, if | must believethe Bibleto be saved, and must not believe
Baptist Doctrineto be saved, thenit followsthat Baptist Doctrineisnot Bible Doctrine. Jesustold the
apostlesto go preach the gospel and said, "Hethat believeth not shall be damned.” When any preacher
preachesthingsthat you do not haveto believe to be saved, you may rest assured that heis not preaching
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"the gospel," because you do haveto believe "the gospd” to be saved. If aperson can be saved without
bel onging to the Baptist Church and without believing Baptist Doctrine (that whichiis peculiar to Baptists),
then why doesthe Baptist Church exist, and by whose authority? Baptists say they exist to save people,
but how can this be, when aperson can be saved and never hear of the Baptist Church? Friends, think
about that serioudly.

Baptist Doctrine contradictsthe Bibleinfact. "We believe that the salvation of sinnersisWHOLLY
of grace." (Baptist Church Manual, Article 1V of the Declaration of Faith, p. 47). We are saved by
HOPE, (Rom. 8:24), and Peter said BAPTISM savesus, (1 Peter 3:21). If thisistrue, then we are not
saved WHOLLY or ENTIRELY by grace, but by hope and baptism dso. Thenthisarticleof faithisfase.

InArticleV on page 48, the Declaration of Faith declaresthat "justification, the pardon of sin, and the
promise of eterndl life. .. are SOLELY THROUGH FAITH." In the first place, this article of faith
contradicts Article V. How can salvation be WHOLLY of grace and at the sametime SOLELY through
faith? We have pointed out that we are saved by grace, faith, hope, the gospel, the word, repentance,
confession, baptism, etc., but the expression "solely through faith” excludes everything except faith. The
Bible certainly does not teach this. James 2:24 again, "not by faith only," therefore, this article contradicts
ArticleV and aso the Word of God.

Their doctrine of apostasy isfalse. "Webelievethat such only arerea believersasendure unto theend.”
(ArticleXI, p. 54). Thisisthedoctrine of "once saved, always saved" andif aperson "fallsfrom grace,"
then they claim that he was not saved to start with. Consider 11 Peter 2:4, "For if God spared not the
angelsthat sinned, but cast them down to hell, and ddlivered them into chains of darkness, to bereserved
unto judgment.” Arethese "real believers' more steadfast than angels?

Isit possiblethat Paul could be a cast-away? Paul thinks so, hear him, "But | keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when | have preached to others, | myself should be a
castaway." (1 Cor. 9:27). Was Paul a"real believer?' Paul said, "Wherefore, let him that thinketh he
standeth, take heed lest he fall.

Again, "Whosoever of you arejustified by the law, ye arefallen fromgrace." (Gd. 5:4). We are saved
by grace (Eph. 2:8). Therefore, people can fall from that which saved them.

Many Baptistsdo not believethisdoctrine, but aslong asthey are Baptiststhey stand for it just the same.

Baptists Support a Democracy, Not a Kingdom

The essentialsof akingdom are: aking, law, and subjectsover which herules. Theking makesthelaws,
enforcesthe laws, and passesjudgment on violators of thelaw. Officersarefilled by appointment of the
king. Since Chrigt hasall authority in heaven andin earth and hasbeen crowned "King of kings" Hemakes
the laws; He will judge all violators of Hislawsin the day of judgment.

A democracy isthat form of government in which the subjects by vote make the laws and elect their
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officers. | challenge you to compare the Baptist Church with these two forms of government.

"The government of a church (the Baptist Church) iswith its members. The churchesmust say . . .
whether music shall be led by choirs, with the aid of instruments or not, etc., etc.” (Baptist Church
Manual, p. 39). Thisvery plainly showsthat the Baptist Church isdemocratic inits nature, but Christ
established a kingdom.

In John 4:24 we learn that we must worship God "in spirit and in truth.” In John 17:17 Jesus said, "thy
wordistruth." InRom. 10:17 weread that "faith comes by hearing theword of God." Our worship, then,
to be"intruth" must beasthetruth directs. In Leviticus 10:1-2 we have an exampleof two boys, Nadab
and Abihu, worshiping God, but becausethey did soina"srange" way "which he commanded them not,”
the Lord took their lives. Againin| Chron. 15:13-15, David says, in reference to the method of bearing
the ark of the covenant, ". . . God made a breach upon us, for that we sought him not after the due
order." Jer. 10:23 tellsus "that it isnot in man that walketh to direct hissteps,” andinIsa. 55:8-9, the Lord
says, "'my waysarenot your ways, for asthe heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways." God will not tolerate PRESUMPTION. We, smply mortal men, cannot worship God any
way WE seefit, but must "seek Him after the due order.” Remember, Jesus said, "'In vain they do worship
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments (that is, following the precepts) of men.” (Matt. 15:9).
Which are you following, God or men?

Baptists take Christ's place in adding to the church. The scriptures say "the LORD added to the church
daily such as should be saved.” (Acts 2:47). But Baptists VOTE to receive peopleinto the church. There
isnot one placein the Biblethat teaches usto voteto receive peopleinto the church, nor to put them out,
either.

Baptiststalk about "Opening the doorsof the church.” No man, whether he be the Pope of Rome, or a
Baptist preacher, can "open the doors' of the Lord's Church. Those doorswere opened by the Apostle
Peter in thelong ago, and they stand gar to thisgood time, and shall ever be open until the trumpet shall
sound and the Lord shall announcethat timeisnomore. Thisisjust more evidencethat the Baptist Church
isahuman, man-made church. For if the, can "open and closethe doors' then it is of men and not of God.
They cannot open, nor close the doors of the New Testament Church.

Baptigstake the authority to change the great commisson. Christ saidin Mark 16:15, 16, "Go yeinto dl
the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,
but he that believeth not shdl be damned.” Baptiststeach, "hethat believeth and isNOT baptized is saved
dready because of hisfaith." Thus, they promisethesnner salvation SHORT of the conditionsupon which
God promisesit. Therefore, Baptists are standing on the promises and assurance of Baptist preachersand
NOT ON THE PROMISES OF GOD. Which do you prefer to believe, Baptists or Christ?

Indeed, thisisthered issue--who isking? Who ishead? Who hasal authority? Inwhom do you believe?
Let meillustrate. Many timesthe church of Christisaccused of "bdlieving inwater." No, wedo not believe
in baptism as such, but in Jesus Christ. We practice baptism for the remission of sins, because Chrigt, in
whomwebelieve, and who isour King and God, commanded it. To refuse His command, or the purpose
for which He gaveit, isnothing short of rejecting Jesus Chrigt--"wewill not, that he should reign over us'--
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a least inthisrespect. To smply follow Christ when you likeit, isnot to follow Him a dl. Y ou are your
ownKinginsuchacase. That setsyoursdf above Jesus Chrigt, above Hisword. Y ou St injudgment over
HisWord, accept what you likeand regject therest if it is different from your fedings. Friends, suchisnot
Chrigtianity, but religiousanarchy. Y ou do not havearight to "believe asyou please," to choose the way
you liketo serve Him, but smply to humbly submit to Him who is Kind and Love, and isthe creator of
heaven and earth, and before whom we must all stand in alittle while.

Let me plead with you to renounce al denominationa affiliations and humbly submit to Christ as Lord of
lords, and King of kings. Whilewe sing, just step out from your seet and come forward, confessyour faith
in Jesus as Lord, as you humbly repent of every sin, and be baptized for the remission of sin.

Addenda

Asareactionto Brother Stevens visit to Fort Worth, and the lecture and tract which he distributed on the
theme, "Why | Left The Baptist Church,” aBaptist preacher of thecommunity wrote the following letter
to Brother Stevens. Hisreply also follows:

Fort Worth, Texas
November 12, 1948
Mr. Grover Stevens
Charlotte, Tennessee

Dear sir:

| just finished your booklet on"Why | Left The Baptist Church,”" and after reading it and seeing what you
believe, | would say the church left you.

Inthefirst placeall Christians ought to believe the word of God and be ableto giveit out without fear or
favor. (Il Tim. 2:15).

Y ou stated that Paul baptized 12 of John'sdisciples. But Paul said in | Cor. 1:14 that he baptized none but
Crispusand Gaius, verse 16, also the household of Stephanas. Y ou say that baptismis part of the gospel.
Verse 17 Paul plainly states he was not sent to baptize, but to preach the gospel.

Eph 2:8. "For by graceare ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves: it isthe gift of God: Not of
works (baptism) lest any man should boast. Why didn't you giveall the scripture? In| Peter 3:21 you
falled again. Why didn't you giveal of theverse? "Not putting away thefilth of the flesh by the answer
of agood conscience toward God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ." And not by baptism.

Y ou said believerscould fal from Graceand gave Gd. 5:4 asyour scripture. All Bible students know that
Paul wasteaching them if they werejustified by the Law, Christ isbecome of noneeffect. Just like you
teach you are saved by baptism, and if you are, Christ is none effect, you are falen from grace, as some
of the Galatians were.
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| know that he "that believeth and isbaptized shall be saved." Just like "Hethat buys aticket and getson
atrain and stsdown shdl go to hisdestination,” and | know aso "Hethat buys aticket (if he sitsdown or
not) will arrive." No, you didn't leave the Baptist Church. (The church left you.)

When Christ said in John 10:28--what did He mean when He said, "I give unto them eternal lifeand they
shall never perish"? Read | Peter 1:3-9. 1 Pet. 1.5 tellsusthat we are kept by the power of God. We
don't and can't keep ourselves. Y ou said in your booklet that Judasfell by transgression. John 17:12tells
usthat he wasthe son of perdition that the scriptures might be fulfilled. Jesus said he wasadevil fromthe
beginning. Remember Il Tim. 2:15.

Y ou said God did not hear sinners prayer when they pray. Luke 18:13 says God does hear sinners.
Verse 14, "He went down justified.” (And he was not baptized).

Mr. Stevens, answer thisquestion: If aman can so sin asto be eternally lost after heis saved, isthat man
alost believer or alost unbeliever, and if heislogt, do you baptize him again, and if you don't baptize him
again you don't believe what you preach.

Dear Brother, take the whole Bible plus nothing and minus nothing and stand on it, and you would be a
good Baptist.

Yoursin His Name,
BAPTIST PREACHER.

P. S. When | havetimel will inform you on many more scriptures. Read Leviticus17:11. Itistheblood
and not the water that makes atonement for the soul.

Charlotte, Tennessee
November 15, 1948

Baptist Preacher
Fort Worth, Texas

Y our |etter of November 12th reached metoday, which | am glad to receive and to have the opportunity
of discussing the pointsof my tract with which you disagree. | admireyour conviction which prompted you
to write, and shall be very happy todiscuss our differences. Judging from theintroduction to your |etter,
you are an honest man and want to be governed by the Bible rather than sentiment. | would likefor you
to bear thisin mind, that | do not have any hard feglingstoward the Baptist Church nor Baptist people. |
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believethey aredoctrinaly wrong, and because | lovethem, | hopeto teach them thetruth. Inorder to
make my reply as short as possible, my replieswill haveto be brief, but | assure you the kindest fedlings
prompted them. Now to your objections:

Paul did not say that he baptized none but Crispus and Gaius, etc., but "I baptized none of you
(Corinthians), but Crispusand Gaius, etc.” (1 Cor. 1:14). However, evenif Paul did not do the baptizing
with hisown hands, thefact ill remainsthat 12 who had received " John's baptism” were rebaptized (Acts
19:1-7).

If baptism isno part of the gospel, then making Baptistsis no part of the gospel for one must be baptized
tobeaBaptist. Inasmuch asPaul pronounced acurse onal who preach "any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you" (Gal. 1:8), and since making Baptistsis no part of the gospd, then
it follows that all who make Baptists are accursed. If not, why not?

Y our reasoningon | Cor. 1:17 isfaulty. You say:"Christ sent Paul to preach the gospd, but Christ did not
send Paul to baptize, therefore, baptismisno part of thegospel. Thisiserroneous. Hereisthesyllogism
given and the correct conclusion drawn: Christ sent Paul to preach the gospel, but Christ did not send Paul
to baptize, therefore "to baptize" (averb, hencethe act of baptizing) isno part of "to preach” (the act of
preaching). They aretwo different acts. Paul preached baptism (Acts18:8; | Cor. 12:13; Acts16:14, 15;
30-34; Acts 19:1-5; Rom. 6:3-5; Gdl. 3:26, 27; Col. 2:12). Thisisthe gospel that Paul preached, which
he certified was" by therevelation of Jesus Christ” (Gdl. 1:12), and pronounced acurseon al who preach
"any other gospel” (Gal. 1:8, 9).

Y ou next quote Eph. 2:8, 9, and say "not of works (baptism)”. 1n John 6:29 we read "thisisthe work of
God that ye believe on him whom he hath sent." Hence, according to your own argument salvation isnot
of faith becauseitis"not of works' and faithisawork, thereforeit isnot of faith. Then too, thereismore
room to "boast” of faith than of baptism. Furthermore, baptism beongs to God's righteousness and not to
man's (Rom. 10:1-3). Baptism is "the righteousness which is of God by faith" (Phil. 3:9) .

| am surprised at your statement on | Peter 3:21. Yousay, " . . .by theresurrection of Jesus Christ. And
not by baptism.” Peter says, " . . . baptism doth also NOW save us," but you say "not by baptism”--the
same as saying "baptism doth aso NOT save us.” Y ou seem to think that the rest of the passage changes
the meaning of the part that | quote. No, my friend, the passage till says, ™ . . . baptism doth also now save
us." Doyou believethat, Mr......? Or do you believe "baptism doth also NOT save us?' Which do you
believe? And from what does baptism save us, Mr.......?

Can aperson fal from something hedoesn't have, Mr..... . . .. ? Weare saved by grace, yet the Gaatians
had "falenfromgrace," thereforeit followsthat aperson can fall from that which saved him (Eph. 2:8; Gdl.
5:4).

Y ou next try to diminate baptism from Mark 16:16, "Hethat believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” by
giving aparald (?) sentence. "Hethat buys aticket and gets on atrain and sits down shall go to his
dedtination.” Thusyou make "buying aticket" stand for faith, and "stting down" stand for baptism. What
about "gettingonthetrain,” Mr. .......7 If wemake"buying aticket" stand for faith, and "getting onthetrain®
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stand for baptism, and "destination” stand for sal vation, your own illustration will refute your position.
However, | think that you meant to make " getting onthetrain™ stand for faith, and "sitting down" stand for
baptism, and "destination” stand for salvation. Y ou then reason that a person does not haveto st down
(bebaptized) toreach his"destination™ (salvation). No, according to Baptist doctrinehewouldn't havetime
to"st down" for theminute he"got onthetrain” (believed) he arrived at hisdestination (salvation). Not
only that, but Snceone can travel other waysthan by "getting onatrain,” it would follow that one does not
haveto "believe" (get onthetrain) to be saved. But enough of that. You say, "I know aso, Hethat buys
aticket (if hesitsdownor not) till arrives.” That isasmuch assaying, "I know aso, Hethat believeth (if
heisbaptized or not) isstill saved.” Jesussaid, "Hethat believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” but you
say, "Hethat believeth and is not baptized shall be saved.” That iswhy | left the Baptist Church,

Next, you want to know about John 10:28. Inthefirst placethe Lord istalking about sheep who follow
him. What about those who quit following, Mr.............. ? Wehaveeternd lifein the sense that we have
Jesus Christ (1 John 1:2; 5:12). But having Christ depends on our "abiding in the doctrine of Christ” (I
John 9). "They shdl never perish" wassaid of sheepfollowingtheLord. That a"brother” can"perish” is
evident from | Cor. 8:11.

Y ouwant metoread | Peter 1:3-9 with emphasison verse 5, which reads, "Who are kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation ready to bereveadled inthelast time." First, notice that we are kept
"through faith." | Tim. 5:12 saysthat some have " damnation becausethey cast off their first faith.” Y ou say,
"Wedon't and can't kegpourselves." Jude says, "Keep yoursavesin thelove of God, looking for the mercy
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life." (verse 21). Now back to | Peter 1:5. Notice next that the
salvationisready to berevealed inthelast time. But according to Baptist doctrineit has aready been
revealed. Then| Peter 1.9, "Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.” But
according to Baptists one receives the salvation of his soul in the beginning of his faith.

It was Peter who said that "Judas by transgression fell,” Mr.......(Acts 1:25). Judashimself said, "l have
snned.” (Matt. 27:4). WasJudasafree moral agent, Mr........7 If 0, he betrayed the Lord by choice, and
if not, then God is responsible for the act.

ThePublicaninLuke18:13, Mr........ , wasa Jew and therefore a child of God under thelaw. Nobody
but the Jews were allowed in the temple.

Itispossiblefor abeliever to quit believing (1 Tim. 5:12; 4:1). Will there be unbelieversin heaven, Mr.

is, itispossiblefor amanto bealost believer (John 12:42, 43), and it isaso possible for abeiever who
was saved to quit believing (1 Tim. 5:12).

No, | do not baptize "him" again, and | believe and practice what | preach, too. | preach that baptismis
for the remission of alien sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16).

How could | take the whole Bible plus nothing and minus nothing and be something that is not even
mentioned in the Bible? Nobody can follow the Bible and nothing else and be a Baptist, nor amember of
the Baptist Church, for it is nowhere found in theBible. That isthereason | left the Baptist
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Church.

| bedieveintheblood of Chrigt, Mr......... How do we contact the blood of Christ? Rom. 6:3 saysthat
weare baptized into Hisdeath. Christ'sblood was shed in hisdeath (John 19:34). Hence, we contact the
blood of Christ and get the benefit of it when we are "baptized into his death.”

Mr........ , Itismy sincere prayer that you will open your eyesto the truth and leave the Baptist Church
which isnowhereto befound inthe Bible, and turn to the Lord and His Church. We must both stand
before our Maker and give an account, therefore, with aview to the judgment before God, let us be honest
with our own soulsfor their salvation's sake. | shall be very happy to hear from you as often asyou can
write.

In Christian Love,
GROVER STEVENS
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Why | Left the Catholic Church
By David J. Riggs

Following aremy noteson asermonthat | preached shortly after | wasconverted from the Catholic Church
back in 1962. It wasthefirst sermon that | preached.

| ntr oduction:

Inthislesson | want to state some of the reasons | eft the Catholic Church. | do not wish to state any of
the persond experiences| had asresult of leaving. | will mention, though, that | came from alarge, devout
Catholic family of twelve children. | attended Trinity High School inLouisville, Kentucky. At thetime of
my intense Scriptura study, | had two brothers who were enrolled in Catholic seminaries studying to be
priests. | dsowant to state | did not leave the Catholic Church because of some evil that | had done or
that was doneto me. | left the Catholic Church because | cameto believethat it was contrary to the Bible.
This| will endeavor to show in this study.

The first reason | left is because the Catholics do not have theright attitude toward the
truth.

Toillugratewhat | mean by this, | will explainthe differencein thetwo sdes. Thosewith theright attitude
toward thetruth are dwayswilling to test what they teach with others. They invite those of oppositeviews
towork together for truth and unity. They gppreciate when thosewho differ with them point out wherethey
think they arewrong. They have everything thoroughly tested, studying arguments both for and againgt,
looking at both sides of the question.

Those with the wrong attitude toward the truth are not willing to test what they teach in fair and open
discussion, privately or publicly. They do not invite othersto point out where they think they arewrong,
and do not appreciate when otherstry to do so. They won't allow their membersto hear both sdes of an
issue, and especialy they don't want them to examine opposing arguments.

Hopefully, one can now understand what | mean when | said the Catholics do not have theright attitude
toward thetruth. Catholicsare not dlowed, and especially are not encouraged to hear both Sdesregarding
truth and error. They are not to read books which differ from their doctrine. Thus, they are encouraged
by the clergy to be closed minded to anything which differs from Catholicism. We ask, "Why don't
Catholic officia sencourage their membersto examine opposing Scriptura teaching?' Falseteachershave
learned that when truth and error are examined side by side, some begin to seethe truth. Falseteachers
are afraid of being exposed and of losing their members.
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Thenext reason | left is because the Bible only isthe all sufficient guide to salvation, but the
Catholic Church teachesthat it isnot.

The Catholic Catechism For Adults on page 52 says, "Can you learn to save your soul just by reading
theBible? No, because certain thingsin the Bible can be misunderstood, and because the Bible does not
have everything God taught.” Noticethat thefirst part of their answer to " Can you learn to save your soul
just by reading the Bible?' is, "No..." However, their own trandations of the Bible teaches the opposite.
All Scriptural quotationsthat | will be giving are from Catholic trandations. 2 Tim. 3:15-17 says, "And
because from thy infancy thou hast known the holy scriptures, which can ingtruct thee to sdlvation, by faith
whichisChrist Jesus. All scripture, ingpired of God, is profitableto teach, to reprove, to correct, toingtruct
injustice, that the man of God may be perfect, furnished to every good work." Thus, the apostle Paul by
the ingpiration of God, saysto Timothy "thou hast known the holy scriptures, which can ingtruct thee to
salvation" and make you "perfect, furnished to every good work."

Rom. 1:16 says, "For | am not ashamed of the gospel. For it isthe power of God unto salvation to
everyonethat believeth, to the Jew first, and to the Greek. James 1:21 says, "...With meeknessreceive
theingrafted word, which isableto save you souls." Consequently, the word contained inthe Bibleisable
to save our souls.

The next part of the answer in the Catechism to the question, " Can you learn to save your soul just by the
Bible?' is, "No, because certain thingsin the Bible can be misunderstood...” They areimplying that the Bible
cannot be understood. John A. O'Brien, the Catholic author of the book, "The Faith of Millions," is
much more expressivewhen he sayson page 152, "The Bibleisnot aclear and intelligibleguidetodl..."
Thebook, "TheFaith of Millions" was given to me before my conversion by my older brother Norman
who was at the time a student at St. Meinrad Seminary, St. Meinrad, Indiana.

The gpostle Paul said we can understand what hewrote. "If yet, you have heard of the dispensation of the
grace of God whichisgiven metowardsyou: how that, according to revelation, the mystery hasbeen made
known to me, as| havewritten abovein few words, as you reading, may understiand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ." (Eph. 3:2-4). Paul said the mystery had been made know to him by the revelation of
God. Hethen showed that hewaswriting it eg., "as| havewritten abovein few words' (in the chapters
prior to this) and "as you reading, may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Chrigt.” In other words,
when we read what he wrote, we can understand what he understood. Paul also said , "For we write
nothing to you that you do not read and understand” (2 Cor. 1:13) and " Therefore do not becomefoolish,
but understand what the will of the Lord is' (Eph. 5:17). Thus, the inspired writers taught that we most
certainly can understand the Scriptures.

Thelast part of the answer given in the Catechism to the question, "Can you learn to save your soul just
by reading the Bible?' was"No...because the Bible does not have everything God taught.” The Faith of
Millions, on pages 153-154 says, " The Bible does not contain adl the teaching of the Christian religion, nor
doesit formulateall theduties of itsmembers.” The Scriptures contain everything that isnecessary to equip
the man of God for every good work (2 Tim. 3:16-17). Thereisnot asolitary good work that the Christian
can dowhichisnot provided in the Scriptures. The Scripturd proof they give for the Bible not containing
everything God taught, isJohn 20:30. 1t says, "Many other sgnsaso did Jesusin thesight of hisdisciples,
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which are not written in this book." (See Catechism For Adults, p. 10).

In John 20:30, John simply said that Jesus did many other signs (miracles) which hedid record. Notice,
though, what John saysin the next verse, "...But these are written that you may believe that Jesusisthe
Chrit, the Son of God, and that believing you may have lifein hisname." Thus, the gpostle clearly shows
that he wrote sufficient thingsto produce the faith which bringslifein the nameof Jesus. Lifeinthe name
of Jesus refers to eternal life and it is obtained by belief in the things written by the inspired
writers.

Wefredly admit that the Scriptures do not contain everything Jesusdid. John said, "There are, however,
many other thingsthat Jesusdid; but if every one of these would be written, not even theworld itself, |
think, could hold the books that would have to be written." (John 21:25). Although we do not have
everything Jesus did, we do have every necessary thing. We have enough to give uslifein His
name.

Catholic officidsfollow up their claim (that we cannot understand the Bible) by stating that one can get the
true meaning only from the Catholic Church. The Catechism For Adultson page 10 says, "How canyou
get thetrue meaning of the Bible? Y ou can get it only from God's officia interpreter, the Catholic Church.”
The Catholics have no passages which mention an officia interpreter and, thus, they try to support their
claim through human logic and reasoning. Anytime men do such, it amountsto nothing more than human
philosophy rather than Scriptural proof. TheBiblesays, "Let God betrue, but every manaliar..." (Rom.
3:4). Itdsowarns, "Seeto it that no one deceives you by philosophy and vain deceit, according to human
traditions, according to the elements of the world and not according to Christ." (Cal. 2:8).

Thedoctrineof the"infallibleinterpreter” impliesthat God did not make Himself clear. 1t impliesthat God
gaveusarevdationthat still needsreveaing. Did Godfail in Hisattempt to give man areveation? Dothe
Catholic officialswant usto believe they can express God's will more clearly than God Himsdlf? We
believe that God made the mind of man and isfully capable of addressing man in wordswhich man can
understand.

Thethird reason | left isbecause Christ did not makehischurch infallibleasthe Catholic Church
teaches.

The Catholicwriterstry to teach that the church could never go into error and ispreserved from error. The
Catechism For Adultson page 56 says, "Why can't the Catholic Church ever teach error? Because Jesus
promised to be awayswith His Church to protect it from error.” The book, "My Catholic Faith" which
isbased heavily on materiasfrom the Baltimore Catechism, was given to me by my father not long after
| was converted. | think hisintentions were that somehow it would cause meto return to the Catholic
Church. 1t sayson page 144, " Jesus Christ promised to preserve the Church from error.” On page 145,
it says, "Jesus Christ commanded al mento listen toand obey the Church, under pain of damnation. If His
Church can teach error then Heisresponsiblefor the error, by commanding al to obey.” On page 54 the
Catechism For Adultssays, "Doeseveryone haveto obey the Catholic Church? Y es, because sheaone
hasthe authority of Jesusto rule and to teach.” It is easy to seethat Catholics have the authority in the
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wrong place. Theauthority isnot in the body, but inthe Head (Eph. 1:22-23; Cal. 1:18). Therulingisnot
inthekingdom, but intheKing (Heb. 7:1-2; Rev. 1:5-6). Theauthority isinnot inthe church, butin Christ
(Maitt. 28:18; 1 Pet. 3:22). The churchisnot the Savior, but smply the body of the saved (Acts 2:47; Eph.
5:22-24).

There are many passagesin the New Testament which reved that the church would not be preserved from
error. Acts20:17,28-30; 2 Pet. 2:1-3; 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Tim. 4:3-4; 2 Thess. 2:3-11. We seefrom these
passagesthat there wasto comeagresat faling away from thetruth. In Acts chapter twenty welearn that
perversethings would come from the bishops of the church. Peter said (2 Pet. 2) that fa seteacherswould
ariseamong you (working from within) and there would be many who would follow them. Paul tell us(2
Thess. 2) that the gpostasy was dready underway, "for the mystery of iniquity isdready a work..." (Verse
7). It started in Paul's day and was to continue until the second coming of Christ. He added, "...\Whom
the Lord Jesuswill day with the breath of hismouth and will destroy with the brightness of hiscoming."”
(Verse8).

We cannot harmonizethat which theingpired apostlessaid (there shall arisefa seteachersamong you) with
that which the Catholic writers say (shall be preserved from error). Furthermore, we call your attention
to thefact that the characteristics of the departing group areidentical with those of the Catholic Church.
Everyone knowsthat the Catholic Church hasforbidden its peopleto eat meat on Friday and at the present
it forbids somefrom marriage. Also, theonly way for the wicked oneto last from Paul's day to the second
coming of Chrigtisto haveacontinua succession. It could not be some wicked person of the past because
hewill not be here for the Lord to day when He comes. Furthermore, it could not be onesin the future
because their iniquity would not have started in Paul'sday. 1t must, therefore, be a continual succession
from the beginning until now. The Catholic Church isthe only group which perfectly fitsthe apostles
description of the great apostasy.

The seven short epistlesto seven churches of Asiain the book of Revelation revedl the relationship the
church sustainsto Christ (See Rev. chapters 2 and 3; seeespecidly 2:1-5, 12-14, 18-20; 3:1-3, 14-15).
Thoseversesplainly revea that when achurch continuesin Christ'sword, it kegpsitsidentity asHischurch,
but whenit failsto abidein Hisword, it isnot longer regarded as His church. Also, they reved that Christ
did not establish His church as onethat could never fal into error, because some of those churches went
into error. Someone might say that the passages in Revelation referred to the various parishes or
congregations rather than the whole church. It istruethat the verseswere speaking of local churches;
nevertheless, the same principle that applied to them relates to the whole church. The Lord does not have
arulefor one congregation which isnot equally applicabletodl. If onechurchisregected for embracing
error, dl otherswho likewiseembrace error areregjected. Theearly churcheshad to earnestly contend for
thefaith, and to continually be on guard against error arising from within. The doctrine of an"infalible
church" causesthe Catholic Churchtofall inthis. The Catholic Churchisachurch which neither recognizes
Nor Correctsits errors.

A fourth reason | left was because Christ did not make Peter a Pope.

In the books of men, the following titles are commonly used with referenceto aman: "Pope,” "Holy Father,”
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"Vicar of Chrigt," " Sovereign Pontiff." All of these aretitlesthat rightly belong only tothe Lord Jesus Christ
and to God the Father. Thereisnot asingleinstancein the Scriptureswhere any of the abovetitlesare
appliedtoaman. Theterm, "Holy Father" isused only onceintheentire Bible, and it isused by Jesusin
addressing God the Father. (John 17:11). Among the abovetitlesisthebold assertion that the Popeis
the"Vicar of Christ." A "vicar" is"One serving asa subgtitute or agent; one authorized to perform the
functions of another in higher office." (Webster). When one searches the Bible from cover to cover, he
finds only one passage which givesan indication of avicar of Christ or God. Itis2 Thess. 2:3-4 and is
worded asfollows:. "L et no one deceive you in any way, for the day of the Lord will not come unlessthe
apostasy comes first, and the man of sinisreveaed, the son of perdition, who opposes and is exalted
abovedl that iscaled God, or that isworshiped, so that he sitsin the temple of God and gives himsdlf out
asif hewere God."

Somerdligioniststoday advocate that man is saved by faith only. However, thereisonly one passagein
the entire Biblethat hasthe words "faith”" and "only" together and it says, "not by faith only” (James 2:24).
The Catholicstoday speak of the Pope asvicar, taking the place of God (Christ Himself is God, Matt.
1:23; John 1:1), yet thereis only one passagein the entire Bible which speaks of aman doing such and it
calls him "the man of sin."

James Cardina Gibbons, a Catholic Archbishop said, "Jesus our Lord, founded but one Church, which
Hewas pleased to build on Peter. Therefore, any church that does not recognize Peter asits foundation
stoneis not the Church of Christ, and therefore cannot stand, for it is not the work of God." (The Faith
of Our Fathers, p. 82). Theapostle Paul said, "For other foundation no one can lay, but that which has
been laid, whichis Christ Jesus’ (1 Cor. 3:11). Thereisno other foundation but Christ! Therefore, any
church which does not recognize Christ aone as the foundation stone cannot be the church of

Christ.

Catholic writers often speak of "the primacy of Peter” and "the primacy of the Pope." However, Cal. 1:18,
speaking of Christ, says, "And heisthe head of the body, the church, who isthe beginning, thefirst-born
from the dead; that in al things he may hold the primacy..." Thus, with reference to the authority in the
church, the Lord Jesus Christ holds the primacy in all things. Thisleaves nothing for the Pope!

Catholics claim that the Pope is the visible head of the church. The Catholic book Answer Wisely, by
Martin J. Scott sayson p. 49, "The pope, therefore, as vicar of Chrigt, isthe visible head of Christ's
kingdom on earth, the Church, of which Christ Himself istheinvisible head.” The book Father Smith
I nstructs Jackson, by John F. Noll and Lester J. Fallon, on page 42 says, "According to the will of
Chrig, dl itsmembers professthe samefaith, have the sameworship and Sacraments, and are united under
theoneand samevisiblehead, the Pope." Catholic officid sawaysusetheword "visibl€" no doubt thinking
that it removesthe thought of the Pope standing in opposition to the headship of Christ, and removesthe
gpparent problem of having achurch with two heads. Nonetheless, the Scriptures nowhere teach the idea
of avighleandinvisblehead. Jesussaid, "All authority in heaven and on ear th hasbeen giventome.”
(Matt. 28:18; Emp. mineD.R.). Luke 17:20-21 says, "And on being asked by the Pharisees, Whenisthe
kingdom of God coming? he answered and said to them, The kingdom of God comes unawares. Neither
will they say, 'Behold, hereitis,’ or ‘Behold, thereit is." For behold the kingdom of God iswithinyou." The
kingdom of God is a spiritual kingdom and therefore needs only a spiritual head or king.
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Eph. 5:23-25 showsthat Christ isthe only head of the church. "L et wives be subject to their husbands as
to the Lord; because ahusband isthe head of thewife, just as Christ ishead of the Church, being himself
savior of thebody. But just asthe Church is subject to Christ, so also let the wives be to their husbands
inal things." Consequently, thewifeissubject to her husband asthe churchisto Chrigt. Just asthewife
is subject to only one head--her husband, the church is subject to only one head--Christ. Just asthe
husband does not send a substitute to rule over hiswife, Christ does not authorize a substitute to rule over
His bride, the church.

Catholics often use the expression, "One fold and one shepherd” to sustain the doctrine of the papacy.
(See Catechism For Adults, p. 59). They teach that the "one shepherd” is the Pope and the "one fold"
represents the Catholic Church. Hear what Jesus said about it: "I am the good shepherd. The good
shepherd lays down hislifefor hissheep...I am the good shepherd, and | know mine and mine know me,
even asthe Father knows meand | know the Father; and | lay down my life for my sheep. And other
sheep | havethat are not of thisfold. Them aso | must bring and they shdl hear my voice, and there shall
be one fold and one shepherd.” (John 10:11, 14-16). Jesusisthat one good shepherd. If one can
understand that one and one equals two, he can understand this. If oneis subject to Christ as the one
shepherd--that's one. If one is subject to the Pope as the one Shepherd--that's two!

The church is often compared to the human body in the Scriptures. The members of the church are
represented asthe various parts of thebody. Christisalways said to bethehead. (See1 Cor. 12:12-27,
Eph. 1:22-23; 4:15-16). Our question is: "What part of the body isthe Pope?' Also, "How does one get
the idea of a sub-head into the body?"

One of the greatest arguments against the primacy of Peter is the fact that the apostles had an argument
among themselves as to which of them should bethe greatest. Luke 22:24-26 says, "Now therearose a
dispute among them, which of them was reputed to be the greatest. But he said to them, 'The kings of the
Gentileslord it over them, and they who exercise authority over them are called Benefactors. But not so
with you. On the contrary, let him who is greatest among you become as the youngest, and himwho is
chief asthe servant'." The very fact that the apostles had an argument among themsel ves showsthey did
not understand that Peter wasto be prince. Also, the occasion of the argument was the night of the
betrayd--thelast night of the L ord'searthly ministry--and yet the gpostles still did not understand that Christ
had given Peter aposition of primacy. The Lord settled the argument, not by stating that He had a ready
made Peter head, but by declaring that the Gentiles have their heads, "But not so with you." Thus, Jesus
very plainly taught that no one would occupy any such place as a Benefactor (or Pope) to exercise
authority over the others.

Conclusion:

There are other reasonswhy | |eft the Catholic Church. | have smply tried to list some of the ones that
made the greatest impression on me at the time of my conversion. | hope and pray that these thingswill
be of some benefit to those who are making an honest inquiry regarding truth. 1 beseech and invitedl my
Catholicfriendsand relativesto examine these thingsin thelight of God'sholy Word. May God bewith
you in your endeavorsto serve Him.
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Why | Left the Christian Church
By Floyd Decker

In 1930, Floyd Decker heard J. Petty Ezell preach on the differences between the Christian Church and
the church you can read about in the Bible. Moved by alove for the truth, Floyd Decker left the Chrigtian
Church. 1n 1944, hewrotean articletitled "Why | Left The Christian Church.” It wasfirst publishedina
paper caled, "UNITY FORUM." Inhisarticlebrother Decker mentioned thefollowing thirteen reasons
for breaking ties with the Christian Church.

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

BibleGuide.org

The Christian Church haswomen counselors, Directors and L ecturers; the church of Christ
doesnot (1 Tim. 2:11-12; 1 Cor. 14:34).

The Chrigtian Church has Educational Directors, AssociateMinistersand Y outh Directors;
the church of Christ has elders, deacons, evangelists and teachers (Eph. 4:11; Phil.
1:1).

The Chrigtian Church has Missionary, Benevolent and Educationa Organizationsto execute
the work of the church; the church of Christ does not (Eph. 4:4; Eph. 3:10, 21).

The Chrigtian Church celebrates days of heathen worship, such as Easter, Mother's Day and
Christmas; the church of Christ does not (Gal. 4:10).

The Christian Church fellowships various denominations in their activities, leaving the
impression that all are brethren; the church of Christ does not (2 Jn. 9-11; Gal. 1:6-10).
The Christian Church seeks to get crowds with Y outh Meetings, Campaigns for Christ,
Ralies, Drivesand Promotions; the church of Christ does not (Rom. 1:16; Rev. 22:18-19).
The Christian Church emphasi zes society and the physical man by appealing to the carnal
nature with church carnivals, bands, plays, choruses, dramatics, church kitchens, church
camps, and elaborate fellowship halls; the church of Christ doesnot (1 Cor. 10:7; Rom.
14:17; 1 Cor. 11:22, 34).

The Chrigtian Church elevatesits preachers above therest of the membersby using suchtitles
as Pastor, Superintendent, President and Doctor; the church of Christ does not (Matt.
23:5-12).

The Chrigtian Church misusesthe name " Chrigtian,” whichisanoun, by spesking of “Chrigtian
nations," "Chrigtian schools," and " Chrigtian Churches" The church of Chrigt doesnot (Acts
11:26).

The Christian Church takes up collections at services other than on thefirst day of theweek,
and usesunscriptural meanssuch assuppers, property rentalsand specia collectionstoraise
money for the church; the church of Christ does not (1 Cor. 16:1- 2).

The Christian Church ownsand operates Publishing Houses, Radio Stations, Hospitals, and
other Benevolent Societies,; churches of Christ build nothing but churches (Eph. 3:21).
The Christian Church owns, supportsand operates school sfor secular education, through
theologica schools; the church of Christ does not (1 Tim. 3:15).

The Chrigtian Church hasacompromising spirit, will not defend itsdoctrines, isnothing but
aman-made denomination, hasno regard for the authority of the Bible, basesits practiceon
the sillence of the Scriptures, and appealsto the traditions of the elders rather than go to the
simple unadulterated gospel of Christ. The Christian Church is not a part of the New
Testament church and should not be regarded as a friend of Christ nor of the truth.
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Why | Left The Christian Church
By Terry Sanders

| was born and raised in Southern Indianato agood home although my parents never attended any
church after | wasabout 6 yearsold. Inthe summer timel would walk to the Methodist Church and attend
Sunday School with some school mates. This sporadic exposureto religion ceased when | was about 11
years old. | did not attend any church of any kind until adulthood. As best as | remember | did
acknowledge the existence of a" Supreme Being" and that was about it. A good time was first and
foremostin my mind. | wasplaying softball and took aninterest in one of my teammate'ssister. Sheand
| started dating and became serious with plansfor marriage. | was off work from March-June 1976 due
to knee surgery (old baseball injury). Martha, my fiancee, would pick me up and take me with her to
church - - The Christian Church in Shoals, Indiana. Thiswas avery conservative Christian Church.
Attendance on Sunday morning would be about 200 in atown of 800. | attended with her nearly every
Sunday morning. Wewere married in November of 1976. | was baptized in December of 1977. Martha
was expecting our first childin 1978. | wasnow teaching the largest adult Bible Class on Sunday morning
(45-50), subbing for the preacher, serving as President of aMen's Fellowship, leading Snging and serving
as a deacon.

I thought | was pretty knowledgesble onthe Bible. | thought that some books from the Gospel Advocate
Bookstore would be better than those from Christian Standard. My eyes began to seethings | had never
seen before. | was soon studying likeadrowning man. | begin questioning the preacher and elders about
different things. | do not know how many times| wastold "It doesn't matter."

| believethat thisattitude of "It doesn't matter" did morethan anything to cause meto leavethe Chrigtian
Church. Keepinmind that his attitude was not in the direction of opinion, but was directed toward the
Scriptures. "What about instrumental music?’ (rf. Eph. 5:19) "It doesn't matter." "What about church
dinners?’ (rf. 1 Cor. 11:22) "It doesn't matter." "What about fellowshipping denominations?’ (2 Jn. 9)
"It doesn't matter.” Nearly every matter was handled in thisfashion. This attitude brought me much
anguish. Here | was, becoming more and more involved with the word only to find out that my then
brethren had littleusefor it! Finaly, on November 11, 1980, | resigned fromdl capacitiesand membership
of the Christian Church.

| had been having some conversations with a 2nd cousin who was amember of the church of Chrigtin
Loogootee, Indiana. He gave meatract containing the materia writtenin 1944 by thelate Floyd Decker
on"Why | Left The Chrigtian Church.” | could see so many similaritiesin what brother Decker wrote and
what | was experiencing myself. Thistract had aprofound influence upon me. Thissame cousin and |
attended one night of aGospel Meeting at Mt. Union. | heard acgppellasinging in achurch servicefor the
first time. The preacher, John Paul Edwards, preached on "The Mind Of Chrigt," and cdled out agreat
many passagesin hissermon. Thiscaling out of o many passageswasvery welcometo me, but therewas
something else | heard that night. When apassagewas called, | knew that the majority turned in their
Biblesand readit. How did | know this? | could hear the pagesbeing turned! Y es, it was overwhelmingly
audibleinthat little building. To say theleast, | wasimpressed since thiswas so different to what | was
accustomed to at the Christian Church.
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As| attended services at Loogootee, | began to hear the Bible used in Bible Study and in sermons. |
remember thefirst timel heard alesson on "How To Establish Bible Authority.” | wasovercome! This
waswhat | knew wasright. That day | overheard some members complaining about hearing "that same
oldsermonagain!" | nearly wept as| redlized that | had never heard anything likeit and that it waslikely
preached for my benefit! When | asked question, the answerswere not "It doesn't matter," but "The Bible
says' | knew that thiswas asit should be.

As| now had some foundation with which to build upon, | studied agreat many things. It was"as
though scales had been lifted from my eyes.” | spent all my spare time reading and studying. Soon the
subject of my own salvation cameto theforefront of my thoughts. Why was| baptized? What were my
reasons? My honest answerswere: 1) To please my wife; 2) To "get the preacher off my back” sincehe
was pressuring me to be baptized. (He had devel oped the view that he had sinned by performing the
wedding ceremony for Marthaand me. Thissincould be aleviated by my baptism). Neither of these
"reasons’ were even a42nd cousin to anything in the Bible. | had not complied with Acts 2:38! |
determined to do so and was baptized for the remission of sins on January 4, 1981.

| began leading singing immediately. Soon | was teaching a class and brethren encouraged meto
preach. The person who encouraged methe most in serving the Lord was sister 10 Crim (passed away
in1989). A few of usat Loogootee decided to start awork in Shodswherewelived. After awhilewe
were successful in seeing three other families and afew individuals leave the Christian Church and take a
stand for truth. Today thischurch thrives. My son-in-law, Sean Sullivan, preachesfor them. | preached
by appointment from 1981 until 1990 when left secular employment to preach full-time.

As| penthesewords, | have reflected upon these events of the last twenty years. There have been
highsand lowsastherearein al aspectsof life. All indl as| meditate about taking a stand for truth and
theworksthat weredonein years gone by, | am persuaded that | have no fear to stand in judgment for
them. It does matter what the Scriptures say (In. 12:48). Itisthetruth that setsfree (dn. 8:32). The gospd
of Christ iswhere that truth isfound (Jn. 6:68). There really was no other choice to be made.
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Why | Left the" Institutional Position"
(Why I Left theInstitutional Church of Christ)
By Wayne Goforth

Background

Asl wasgrowing up in Memphis, TN, my parents made aclaim to Methodism, but never attended. | took
acorrespondence course from achurch of Christ when | was 15, and was baptized theresfter at the nearest
church of Christ, which wasingtitutional. | never heard of church orphan homes or the like, and simply
wanted to be baptized to beaChrigtianonly. 1t wasnot longbefore | wanted to preach. | began speaking
on Wednesday nights, taught Bible classes, etc. while 17-18 yearsold. When theregular preacher |eft
rather abruptly, | "filled in" for weeks, until aregular man wasfound. | attended and graduated from
Memphis School of Preaching, and was taught some pretty conservative basicsthere..they cried against
theliberds, showed how to establish authority. They only mentioned "anti's' though in prejudiced ways.
Variousingructors stated repeatedly "an anti will lie, cheat and stedl to proveapoint. Don't ever believe
ananti onanything." Onesaid that anti's usualy meet in houses becausethey areusudly too small and poor
to afford abuilding, and that they were usualy just abunch of old crankswho didn't want to do anything
anyway, so thisdoctrine gave them the excuse they werelooking for. They said anti-ism wasthe answer
the Phariseeswerelooking for when they said "itisCorban" and therefore could not hel p their parents.
They talked about one cup, no Bible class, orphan homes, etc., and lumped al together as"anti.” No one
knew what an "anti" was exactly , but we knew we did not want to be one because that was bad. We
weretold no oneever madethe"anti arguments' until about 1955, so thiswasanew doctrine and therefore
could not be true.

| then went to Freed-Hardeman College, and quickly saw what liberalism wasin M SOPwe were taught
that theliberdswerein the minority, but at F-HC | saw it wasthe mgjority. And yet, F-HC isone of the
more conservativeof their schools. Most churcheswheretheseteachers preached had the church softball
teams, family life centers, various socid gospd programs, etc. | met my wifeto bethere (first day of class
infact) and we married whilein college. We decided that we wanted to be missionariesto the Navago
reservation of Arizona.

The Sponsoring Church made us Uneasy

Being ignorant of theingtitutional machinery, | assumed that al we wereto do wasto raise support and go.
| asked our professor of missions how to start, and he said we needed a "sponsoring church.”
Hmmm...never heard of it, but it wasachurch, so | figured it was ok, after al it wasachurch doing it and
wewerethe"true church”. Well, we found a congregation who offered to act as such, and for 8 months
| went from church to church every Sunday, with dide projector in hand, asking churchesto send my
support to the sponsoring church. The elders of the sponsoring church had never been to Arizona...were
1,500 milesaway fromit! Thesponsoring church was 15 yearsold, while the Navgo church was 25 years
old...itsjust that they could not afford to pay the preacher. The sponsoring church elders constantly told
usthat when we got to the reservation, we were to do this and that, they even told uswe had to use KV
of Bible only (many of the Navgo spoke only broken English!). From Tennessee, the elders talked about
possibly even moving the meeting place without once having talked to the Navgjo members. We were
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informed that oncea"game plan" had been drawn up by the sponsoring church for the Arizonawork, we
wereto never "circumvent their plan.” Which, they told me meant that once they had reached adecison
about what the churchin Arizonawasto do, wewere not to change anything ("even if found harmful ) until
the e dersat the sponsoring church gpproved of it first. (Y ouseg, itisnot unusua for the sponsoring church
to support the "missionwork™ rather than the "missionary.” The sponsoring church is often the onewho
searchesfor, hiresand firesthe evangelist). They wouldtell usthingswe were and were not to tell our
"supporting churches', saying "Weare your elders, not them," because they were the sponsoring church,
whilethe other churches merdly sent money. Well, after 8 months, we resigned from that..I did not know
what the answer was, but | knew the sponsoring church was breaking the autonomy of the local
church.

Theream of an eldership'soversight isonly over the local congregation they serve, Acts 20:28, 1 Peter
52

Just so happened, | read abook called " Stepsto the Mission Field”, published by Firm Foundation, in
which amission team (ingtitutional) went to Brazil and had what wasreported to bethe grestest growth rate
outsideof theNT. They attributed part of it tothe fact that the church in Brazil was salf supporting from
thestart. That only the evangdistsreceived outside support, per the biblical example, Phil. 4:15-16. After
readingit, | sad "That'sit! That'show itistobedone!" But | did not know of any churchesdoing it that
way, and knew from experience that the first question in raising support was "who isyour sponsoring
church?

The Mis-Representations made me Suspicious

Onceleaving my full-timefund raising for missons, | advertised inthe Gospel Advocate asbeing available
asayouth or pulpit minister. A preacher saw it and responded telling mewho he was, that hetoo had been
where| was, and wanted to ask me where was my authority for being a"youth minister.” | asked one of
my teachersat F-HC if heknew thisbrother, and hetold meyes, hewasan anti! That wasall | needed
tohear! | wrotehim back and told himwhy | believed in multiple cupsand why | believed it scriptura to
use Bible study aids, and to have Bible classes. To my shock, he wrote back in agreement! He asked
again wherewasmy authority for youth ministers. Well, | wasshocked. That'swhat | thought theissues
were al about. That's what they told us at MSOP anyway. Had | been deceived?

By thistime, | had"located” a arather conservative minded ingtitutional churchinMissouri. Infact, it had
not been too many years before that this congregation had been an old line K etcherside church (One cup,
no women teachers, etc.). Seems Carl preached one of hisfirst lessonstherewhen hewas 14. They only
stopped using the one cup when one brother had what some thought to belip cancer! By now they were
supporting an orphan home and a couple of "missionaries’ with asmall amount. We took abarrel of
canned goods each month to the home as well.

Asl| got settled into my new work, and had more time to correspond, | asked this"anti" who wrote me,
what theissueswereabout. He spoke of the errors of the sponsoring church, benevolence, socia gospd,
etc. | agreed right off with him concerning the sponsoring church (having been involved with oneand
witnessing the destruction of autonomy) and about the social gospel, but the orphan homes and
benevolenceissuestook some study..| serioudy disagreed with him, even calling him a”pip-squesk, green
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horn anti" at one point. | had been so filled with prejudism of the thoughts of little hungry orphanson a
church door step for so long, the scripturesjust were not ableto get through!  For over 1 %2 years, my wife
and | studied and talked, and even sometimes disagreed with each other about the issues daily.

Asl studied, | redlized these were not new issues, in spite of what they had taught us! The questions of
church cooperation were discussed and disagreed upon during the restoration movement. They were later
hashed out in the pages of the Gospel Advocate in the 1920As and 19304s again...more
misrepresentation. Then, upon purchasing a copy of a church directory that listed type of church
(non-institutional, mainline, etc.) and size, | wasableto seethat instead of anti churchesdrying up onthe
vine, as my teachers had expressed, they were actualy growing, and in many parts of the country these
churchesactually werein the mgority (Alabama, Florida, partsof Kentucky, etc.). | wasdisappointedin
my brethren.

| ordered debate books on the issues and read them. | would read one chapter and say "he's got the truth
onit" then in the next chapter of the debate | would say "No, he'sgot thetruth on it.” It was frustrating not
knowing what to preach on thisfor that long. | would call many of my old friends and ask them to study
it with me, or to explain it to me, no onewanted to. The only oneswilling to talk about it wasthe"anti's."
| wondered why no onewould study with meif wehad thetruth? Findly | called Guy N. Woods a Gospe
Advocate, and explained that | was confused, that it seemed that the anti's were doing a better job
presenting their case than our brethren had, and asked him what he suggested. Well, hejust sounded upset
and said "So you wanna be an anti huh? If an anti ever had alogical point | never heard it." | further
explained that | did not want to be one, but ssimply wanted to know how to answer the arguments. He
suggested | buy Warrens book on Orphan Homes and Cooperation. | knew Warren wasred logical on
marriage, divorce and remarriage, Christian evidences, etc. so | figured thiswould sttleit...I went through
that book with afine tooth comb, highlighted, marked, etc..and saw he was wrong from the very first
premise! Well, that did it, | knew we were wrong.

The Practices Opened my Eyes

During that 1 %2 year search, many things began to open my eyes. The church gave acheck to an atheist
inthe community when his house burned, though he never requestedit. They argued "TheBible saysdo
good toal men." We had been taught in the school of preachingthat church benevolenceislimitedin some
degrees, ie..."If aman workethnot, neither shall heeat” sowasit possibleit wasfurther limited to believers
only? Asl beganto study, | found all New Testament examples of collective church benevolencewasto
Christians (Acts 2:44-45, 4.32-37, 11:27-30; Rom. 15:25-27; 2 Cor. 8-9; 1 Tim. 5:3-16).

Then, the church in the town next to uswas supporting "Medica missonaries.” | had never heard of those
before. They were nurses and dentists being supported by and overseen in their medical work to go to
Africa. | caledthedirector of my old school of preaching and asked him if he knew about this stuff, and
why wasn't that the social gospel they had taught us againgt, and hisreply was"Wadll, its benevolence isn't
it?" 1 askedindisbelief "Itis?' Hesaid "Y es| think so" then asking one of the other ingtructorsin hisoffice,
"Brother Curry, don't they say the Christian hospitals are benevolence?' With hearing an affirmative
responsein the background, bro. Cates then related that yes, they were indeed cases of benevolence. This
was the same school that taught us you had to have a direct command, approved example, or necessary
inferencefor everything. They could seeit asit applied to theinstrument and missionary society, but not
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when it affected their pets. It' al amatter of whose ox isbeing goaded. | then called Garland Elkins, a
very conservative ingtitutional preacher, who made this observation that became somewhat of aturning
point for me. Brother Elkins said, " Such would be commendablefor individuals, but isnot thework of the
church." Hewas one of thefirst to teach methat therewas adifferencein what the church collective could
do, and what individua saintscoulddo intheream of benevolence! Here hewas sdlling out Roy Deavers
argument that "whatever theindividua could do asa Christian, the church collective could do, becausethe
church is made up of individual saints." He actually disarmed one of the institutionals' biggest
arguments!

The argument runsthat whatever theindividuad MUST do asa Christian, the church collectively can do,
because the church is made up of individual Christians.

However, 1 Tim. 5:16 reveals there is often a separate work for individuals from the collective
church.

Wanting to Be Right Made us Stand

Findly, when we could stand it no longer, | began taking each of the elders aside one by one, and asked
them if they knew how our missionarieswere being supported. They assumed it was going straight to the
evangelist. When | drew my circlesand showed each of them the sponsoring church arrangement, they
all sated it waswrong. They were shocked when | told them that the men we were supporting had their
checks being funneled through another church. They said they would talk about it among themsdves and
get back with me. 1n the meantime, Curtis Cates, director of my old school of preaching was holding a
meeting acrosstown. Theelderswent to talk to him about this. Hisreply was"Well, he'sturned anti on
you, you'd better get rid of him." So, the next week, these €l ders camein my office and told me they would
not be ableto tolerate what | was believing. | asked them,"l thought you said we would study it?' No one
said anything for afew minutes, until one exclaimed, "Its not open to study...your dismissed.” We were
living in the preachers house next door...the e derstold methat they did not want me back at servicesfor
someone might ask questions, and that if | told anyone | wasfired they would kick us out of the house.
Herethey clamed | was"taking al thelove out of thechurch” yet they were putting meon the street? They
could support an atheist but not me? | was shattered.

Conclusion

That wasin 1986, | |eft and have never looked back. Y es, conservative brethren may be divided over and
argueover many issues, but | am happy to be associ ated with brethren who arethat concerned with being
right.

Inthe past 10 years now after leaving, the libera s have gone farther than many of them arewilling to go.
These old school indtitutionals are themsal ves beginning to be called "anti's' by many of their peers. They
arecadled "neo-anti's’ and "anti'swho refuseto go al theway." The new line of liberasarewanting (and
some have) women preachers and elders. Gymnasiums, drug treatment centers, etc. Thosel associated
with aredenouncing this asliberdism, not being able to seethey opened the flood gatesfor it. Y ou cannot
open the flood gates with one hand, and try to sem the tide with the other. Thiswill most likely bethelast
generation of conservative-inditutionds, those we have achance of reaching, because we have acommon
understanding of authority. Thenew lineup do not understand the nature and need of authority, and thus
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we have no common ground with them.
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Why | Left the Jehovah's Witnesses Organization
By Leon Kennedy

| haveleft ahuman religious organization, but I have not left Jesus Christ. | am just aChristian now, a
member of Chrigt'schurch. Jesusismy Savior, whoisthe only Savior of mankind (Luke 2:11). | would
liketo sincerdly say that | have no persona hard fedlingsagainst the Jehovah'sWitnesses. Many arevery
dedicated totheir religion. Y et, several of them teach oneway and liveanother! Asachild of God (Eph.
5:1), | respect their right to believe in the Bible asthey choose and to work out their own salvation. God
respects the right of our own free will.

However, | realize we will be held accountable for what we believe and practice, according to God's
Word. We must be honest and earnest enough to make our calling and election sure (2 Pet. 1:10). This
meanswe must be willing to change when we see we arewrong, in light of God'struth. | hopethisarticle
might help those who have been lead astray by their erroneous teaching.

Some Things | Saw Wrong With The Beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses:

1. Wrong Source of Authority. Thegreatest contributor to religiousdivision, | think, isthe lack of
completerespect for God's Word. 1t must be the only religious authority by which men should liveto
please God. We can go to heaven only if we abidein Chrigt's pure Word (John 8:31-32), which means
wemust only obey God'swill asrevededintheBible(Mait. 7:21). Lawlessness(going outsde God'slaw)
iscondemned, even by seemingly sincerereligiousfolk (Matt. 7:22-23). At adedication baptism of the
Jehovah's Witnesses, | wondered by the Witnesses seem to put more trust in humanly written Watchtower
publications of tracts, pamphlets and books, thanin God'sWord. TheWord aoneispowerful enoughto
convict and convert the sinner. "For theword of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged
sword, and piercing asfar asthe division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and ableto judge
thethoughtsand intentions of the heart” (Hebrews4:12 NASB). God'sWord aloneissufficient to guide
and sanctify the Chrigtian. Jesusprayed to theFather, " Sanctify them in thetruth; Thy wordistruth” (John
17:17 NASB). The Witnesses believein the Watchtower because they erroneoudy think that it isthe
faithful servant who givesfood to the other servantsin Matthew 24:45-47: "Who thenisthe faithful and
sens bledavewhom hismaster put in charge of hishousehold to give them their food at the proper time?
Blessed isthat dave whom his master finds so doing when he comes. Truly | say to you, that hewill put
him in charge of all his possessions.” Jesus had been speaking about His return, which would be
unexpected. Toillustrate the need to be ready and busy doing your duty in the meantime, Jesus uses an
illustration of two servants, onefaithful and the other oneevil and lazy. All Jesusisteaching hereisthat
each servant of Hisshould bebusy doing hisassigned work. Faithful discharge of your duty isrewarded
with ahigher place of responsbility. The evil servant is unconcerned and dothful in view of Hismaster's
return. Heiscaught unawares and is punished for dacking off. So, thereisno religious organization over
othersinthisverse. That isreading too much into the Bible.

2. Denial of theNew Birth. The Jehovah'sWitnesses do not believe what the Bible says about being
bornagain. "Jesusanswered and saidto him, "Truly, truly, | say to you, unless oneisborn again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God™ (John 3:3 NASB). The new hirthis"of water and the Spirit* (John 3:5). Itis
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agpiritual birth of aspiritual seed (1 Pet. 1:23) reveaed by the Spirit, which happens when a penitent
believer isimmersed in water for theforgivenessof ans. In spite of what the Bible saysat Acts22:16, they
do not believe baptism washesaway sins(Make All Things Sure, p. 30). Theold manof snisburiedin
awatery grave, and the new babein Christ emergesfrom thewater (Romans6:4). Wemust bebornagain,
or regenerated by God, to live abovealife of habitual sn. The gpostle John tells Chrigtians, "No one who
isborn of God practices sin, because His seed abidesin him; and he cannot sin, because heis born of God"
(1 John 3:9). Thisappliesto al who would be true Christians.

3. Denial of theGodhead. They deny thefull Deity of Jesus, aswell asthe personality and Deity of the
Spirit. "Never was there amore deceptive doctrine advanced than that of thetrinity. It could only have
originated in onemind and that of themind of Satan”" (Reconciliation, p.101). Concerningthe Son of God,
they say, "When Jesuswas on the earth, he was a perfect man, nothing more and nothing less...Jesuswas
not God the Son" (Reconciliation, p.111, 113). Although | know that theBible says Jesuswasfully human
likeus(Heb. 2:17), | dso read Paul's statement that Hewasaso fully God: "For in Him al thefullness of
Dety dwellsin bodily form" (Colossans 2:9). Jesuswasthe agent that brought al created thingsinto being,
so He could not have been a created being (Col. 1:15-17; Jn. 1:2-3). Jesus accepted worship, whicha
mere man should not do, because such isreserved for Deity alone (Matt.14:23; Jn. 5:23; Rev.22:8-9).
Jesus claimed the divinedesignation, | AM, from Exodus 3:14 of Jehovah God for Himsdf (Jn. 8:58). He
also claimed to be one in essence and nature with the Father (John 10:30). The Jews understood the
meaning of thisclamto Deity. They accused Jesus of blasphemy and said, "Y ou, being aman, make
Y ourself out to be God" (JIn. 10:33). Thomas, when he saw Jesusin Hisresurrected glory, exclaimed, "My
Lord and My God!" (Jn. 20:28). Jesusis part of the Godhead or one divine family, because we are
baptized into the Name (singular) of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). The Jehovah's
Witnessesa so say that theHoly Spiritismerdly "God'sactiveforce' (The Truth That Leadsto Eternd Life,
p. 24). "Theholy spiritisnot aperson and istherefore not one of the gods of thetrinity” (Reconciliation,
p.115). Yet, | reedinmy Biblethat Jesusrefersto the Holy Spirit by the masculine persond pronoun *he,"
not "it" (Jn. 16:13-16). He hasthetraits of persondity because He hasamind (1 Cor. 2:10-11), and He
canbeliedto (Acts5:3), blasphemed againgt (Mt. 12:31), grieved (Eph. 4:30) and insulted (Heb. 10:29).
Head so showsHeisaperson because He speaks (In. 15:26), intercedes (Rom. 8:26), wills(1 Cor. 12:11)
and loves (Rom. 15:30). The SpiritisGod (Acts5:3-4). Heiseternd (Heb. 9:14), all knowing (1 Cor.
2:10-11), dl present (Psa. 139:7), dl wise (Isa 40:13) and dl-powerful (Gen. 1:2; Lk. 1:35). Heisequdly
associated with the Father and the Son in the Godhead (1 Cor. 12:13; Matt. 28:19).

4. Denial of Christ's Bodily Resurrection. They say, "Jesus was put to death in the flesh and was
resurrected an invisible spirit creature” (Let God Be True, p. 138); and also, "Somewhere Jehovah
miraculoudly preserved that body" (Deliverance, p. 170). They compare Jesus body with the body of
M oses, whose body was buried no man knows where (The Truth Shall Make Y ou Free, p. 264). Yet,
| read Jesus promise concerning His physical body: "Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this
temple, and in three days | will raiseit up.... Hewas speaking of the temple of Hisbody" (dn. 2:19,21).
The Jehovah's Witnesses make Jesus aliar concerning His prophecy about His bodily resurrection. The
angel at the empty tomb told the women disciples, "Do not be amazed; you are looking for Jesus the
Nazarene, who has been crucified. He hasrisen; Heisnot here; behold, hereisthe place wherethey laid
Him. But go, tdl Hisdisciplesand Peter, 'Heisgoing before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, just
asHesaidtoyou™ (Mk. 16:6-7). Jesus appeared in His physica body, which had been transformed, to
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Hisdisciples(Lk. 24:37-43). Hisbody borethe physical marksof crucifixion (dn. 20:25,27). Thedisciples
were quaified to be eyewitnessesto the resurrection (Acts 10:40-41). Denid of Jesus bodily resurrection
is denying a fundamental fact of the gospel (1 Cor. 15:1-6).

5. Denial of Hell. They dso deny theredlity of hell asaplace of eterna punishment, because they say
such aplacewould make God too crudl. "Thedoctrine of eterna torment in hell isanother one of Satan's
viciouslies' (Enemies, p. 127). Inthe Sermon on the Mount, Jesus warned us about the danger of hell,
if wetake God'splace of judgment in angrily calling abrother afool (Mait. 5:22). He spoke of the coming
baptism of fire, which isthefateof those who reglect Him (Luke 3:16). Healso says, "And do not fear
thosewho kill the body, but are unableto kill the soul; but rather fear Him [Jehovah God] whoisableto
destroy both soul and body in hdll" (Matt. 10:28). This punishment will exist just aslong asthe reward of
thefaithful, whichiseterna (Matt. 25:46). Impenitent wrong doers and the salf-righteous will be cast into
hell, where there is weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth (Matt. 8:12; 13:42).

6. Confusion of Physical and Spiritual Death. The Jehovah's Witnesses believe that the apostle Paul
istalking about aphysical, not spiritua, deathin Romans6:7: "for hewho hasdiedisfreed fromsin." They
think that when you physicdly dieasasnner, you have paid the penaty for your sns. Therefore, you will
not be judged by the snsyou have committed in thislife, but you will only be judged by what you do during
the millennium. However, thisverseistalking about anew Christian who has died (has been separated
from) theold, sinful life. Jesustaught that dying inyour sins carriesthe pendty of spiritua deathinhdl. In
Matthew's account of the Judgment Day, Jesus condemns those who failed to help others (Matt.
25:41-46). He sentences them with thesewords. "Then He will o say to those on His left, ‘Depart from
Me, accursed ones, into the eternd fire which hasbeen prepared for the devil and hisangels...And these
will go away into eterna punishment” (Matt. 25:41, 46). The spiritua punishment of Hell iscalled "the
second death” (Rev. 20:14).

7. A Lack of Benevolence. In my experience, they are not benevolent to help others. Practicdly dl their
money goesto support the Watchtower. Thisisone main reason | |eft that organization, because of their
lack of benevolence, even towards afellow member. Such goesagaing clear Bibleteaching. The gpostle
John asksan extremely important question, "But whoever hastheworld's goods, and beholds his brother
in need and closeshisheart againgt him, how doesthelove of God abideinhim?* (1 John 3:17). All people
who damto bein Christ must put on Christ. Paul gates, "If your enemy ishungry, feed him; If heisthirgy,
givehim adrink; For inso doing you will hegp codsof fireon hishead" (Romans 12:20). Thisisprobably
oneof themost difficult versesin the Biblefor aChristian to live by, but wemust try! Jesustaught us, in
the parable of the Good Samaritan that our neighbor isanyonethat | can help at his point of need (Luke
10:30-37). We should never grow weary of doing good, helpful things for others. Thisincludes our
enemiesand even our brethren! 1f the Bible commands usto love and help an enemy, how much morewe
should love and help our brethren. We should befilled with love and mercy, especidly toward each other.
Each of ushasour individud obligationtofulfill, and not pay lip-serviceto, Gaatians 6:10: " So then, while
we have opportunity, let usdo good to al men, and especidly to thosewho are of the household of thefaith.”

8. BindingHuman Rules. The Jehovah'sWitnessesbelievethat when amember of that organizationis
dating, they should aways have a chaperon on the date, no matter how spiritually mature he or she may
be. 1 wastold that | could not sit next to another single woman in the assembly, unless we were dating.
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Another told methat | had to be married to the woman | wanted to Sit by at assembly! When Christians
are mature, other Christians should trust them. Paul had been entrusted with the gospd (Titus 1:3). What
does dating have to do with being entrusted with the gospel ? 1f God trusted Paul enough with such a
precious thing as the gospel, should we not be trusting enough of other mature Christians that they will
behave as such in private or public? Happily, astrue Christians, we know that God and Hisword never
changes (Mdl. 3:6; Matt. 24:35; 1 Pet. 1:23). Because of the opinions of men, there are too many errors
and contradictionsin thisorganization. Instead of looking to the teachings and traditions of men, we must
look to our unchanging God who bestows every good gift to us (Ja. 1:17). Thetruth of Christistheonly
standard of faithand practice (Jn. 12:48). It done can make usfreefrom sin and error. Human doctrines
cannot make usfree (Jn. 8:31-32). We must look to and be faithful to Jesus, and not to the movements
of men. "Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and stand
he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand” (Romans 14:4).

Leon Kennedy
1513 W. Roller Coaster Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85704
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Why We Left Lutheranism
By Claude A. Guild

Martin Luther said: "I pray youleave my nameaoneand not to call yourselves L utherans, but Christians.
WhoisLuther? My doctrineisnot mine: | have not been crucified for any one...How doesit then benefit
me, amiserable bag of dust and ashes, to give my nameto the children of Christ? Cease, my dear friends,
to cling to these party names and distinctions; away with all of them; and let us call ourselves only
Chrigtians, after Him from whom our doctrine comes.” (Life of Luther, by Michelet, p. 262). "Brethren,
my heart's desire and my supplication to God isfor them, that they may be saved. For | bear them witness
that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge." (Rom. 10:1,2).

Itiswith degpest |love and tendernesstoward thosewho still remainin Lutheranism that | publish thisbook.
| know their sincerity and honesty. Still | learned that | washonestly mistaken. Most of my friendsinthe
Lutheran church are honest and making an effort to gain heaven but do lack aknowledge of their doctrine
and theteachings of the Bible. Most Lutheransread for the minister, learn by memory the articles of the
catechism before the day of confirmation, but have never laid the Bible side by side with the catechism and
made a careful comparison.

| am not aL utheran today; ahost of friendsand al of my immediate family are with me, away from the
catechism. Wemake acomparison inthisbook between the teaching of the Bibleand the L utheran church.
Listed here are reasons why | gave up Lutheranism and why | cannot be a L utheran today .

1. Foundation Human not Divine

First, may | say, | gave up Lutheranism because | learned it had a human foundation. The student of the
Bibleand history never read or heard of a L utheran church before the days of aman by the name of Martin
Luther. Infact, the Lutheran church dates back to the eve of "All Saints Day, Oct. 31, 1517, when Martin
L uther nailed his 95 theseson the cathedral door of the Wittenberg church and fled for hislife. Theblow
he struck the Catholic church that day led to the beginning of the reformation movement and the origin of
another church, the Lutheran church.

Thisinstitution, contrary to the wishes of Martin Luther, wears hisname. Itisaknown fact heisthe
founder of the church. Since hefounded it and it wears his name, he being a human being, makesthe
foundation of the Lutheran church human.

| looked attheBible! Therel read Ephesans1:22,23,"...And he put al thingsin subjection under hisfeet,
and gave him to be head over dl thingsto the church, whichishisbody, thefulnessof himthat filleth dl in
al." I learned that Christ isthe head of the New Testament church. Jesus declared Hewasthe founder of
it. "Upon thisrock | will build my church.” (Matthew 16:18). Paul, the Apostle, says Christ isthe
foundation of the church. "For other foundation can no man lay than that whichislaid, whichis Jesus
Christ." (I Corinthians 3:11).
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If, 1500 years before L utheranism, Jesus said Hewould build His church, and Paul said Hewas head and
foundation of the church, what right does L uther or hisfollowershaveto build achurch and stakeitsclam
on Divinity? The truth about it is, Christ is still head and foundation of the church and not Luther.

2. Unscriptural Name

When God's word was preached in New Testament times it made sinners Christians. "And that the
discipleswerecalled Christiansfirstin Antioch” (Acts11:26). And Agrippasaidto Paul, "With but little
persuasion thou wouldest fain make me aChrigtian.” And Paul said, "I would to God, that whether with
little or with much, not thou only, but aso dl that hear methisday, might become such as| am, except these
bonds' (Acts26:28-29). "But if aman suffer asaChrigtian, let him not be ashamed; but |et him glorify God
inthisname” (I Peter 4:16). Theword of God believed and obeyed did not make people Lutherans. It
isimperative then, that it takes something in addition to the word of God to make L utherans.

Thefollowersof Luther haveaccepted his namefor the church, the L utheran Church, because they have
subscribed to his doctrine, his catechism. The catechism waswritten by him in the year 1529. It has
continuously been accepted by the church. But let me say, if you wereto destroy al the catechisms, you
would forever lose sight of the name "L utheran." Sinceit was not a Bible name, and because Paul said,
"And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do al in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanksto God and
the Father by him" (Colossians 3:17), | cannot be a L utheran.

3. They Walk By a Man-made Creed

Like most L utheran children, | was schooled from the catechism. My mother was zealousto seedl her
children confirmed. To meet the question asked by the minister before the congregation on the day of the
confirmation, you must know the articlesin the catechism. Wewere taught that the catechism would
explain the Bibleand make it possible for usto understand the Bible. Mr. W.E. Schramm saysso: "Itis
intended as ahelp to study and understand the Bible. It isasystematic arrangement of Bible teachings.
Because these doctrines are presented in groups, they are easy to lay hold of, and thus the word of study
amplified.” ("What LutheransBelieve," The L utheran Book Concern, Columbus, Ohio, p. 14). Inthesame
book My Schramm says, "To aid in the study of God's Word, many Christians make use of a smaller
handbook called a Catechism” (W. L. B. p. 13).

Ininvestigating the Bible | found inspired men saying the Bible was all-sufficient and complete. "Every
scripture of God is aso profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which isin
righteousness: that the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work™ (11
Timothy 3:16,17).

To take the position Lutherans take, as expressed by Mr. Schramm, that we need Dr. Martin Luther's
catechism to understand the Bible, challengestheintelligence of God. Think of it! God isthe author of the
Bible. Still itisnecessary for aman by the name of L uther to explain what God wanted to explain. Too,
God says, "Study to show thyself approved unto God" (11 Timothy 2:15). If God intended for the
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command "to study" to have an aid, He would have legislated thus. But, be it remembered, God's
commands need no crutch or caneto aid them. It they were needed Hewould havetold usso. | could
not subscribe to the Bible and to the catechism, hence another reason why | left the Lutheran
church.

4. Upholds Denominationalism

The Lutheransteach thereis ™ one church” but that it ismade up of various communions - Methodist, Roman
Catholics, Lutherans, etc. "Theword ‘church'iscommonly used to designatethe variousdivisonsin the
communion of saints. We speak of the Roman Catholic Church, the Methodist Church, the Lutheran
Church, and ahost of others. Inabook entitled, 'The Religious Forces of the United States, an officia
of our government has listed forty-two general Christian denominations besides a number of smaller
independent bodies. Y e, strictly speaking, thereis not that number of Christian churches. THESE
FIGURES INDICATE RATHER THE DENOMINATIONAL GROUPSINTO WHICH THE ONE
CHRISTIAN CHURCH ISDIVIDED...Thesedifferent denominationsexist because of differencesinther
doctrines" (W. L. B. by Schramm, p. 114).

Lutheranswould have the church of the Lord divided into various denominations but when | consult Paull,
the Apostle, seewhat he says: "Now | beseechyou, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that ye al speak the same thing and that there be no divisons among you; but that ye be perfected
together in the same mind and in the samejudgment. For it hath been signified unto me concerning you,
my brethren, by them that are of the household of Chloe, that there are contentionsamong you. Now this
| mean, that each one of you saith, | am of Paul; and | of Apollos: and | of Cephas; and | of Christ. Is
Christ divided? wasPaul crucified for you? or were ye baptized into the name of Paul?' (I Corinthians
1:10-13).

During thetime of inspired men there were no ingtitutions such asthe L utheran, Methodist, Catholic and
Presbyterian churches. Infact, there were none of the denominations of today. The church you read about
in the Bible isthe Lord's church.

Theword " church" isused in two sensesin the Bible; the universal and thelocal sense (Matthew 16:16 and
| Corinthians 1:2). In spesking of the"called out" in every nation the word church was used meaning the
churchuniversdly. If awriter referred to the church in agiven community it meant theloca congregation.
Never can we read of different denominations, having different founders, doctrines and creeds.

To believe in denominationadism would beto make "sport” of Jesus prayer in John 17:20,21: "Neither for
theseonly do | pray, but for them also that believe on me through their word; that they may al be ONE;
even asthou, Father, artin me, and | in thee, that they aso may be onein us; that the world may believe
that thou didst send me." Jesus prayed for oneness. Paul said, "Thereisone body" (Ephesians4:4). He
declared the body was the church (Ephesians 1:22).

Attention must be drawn to inspiration again when Paul declared, "Now | beseech you, brethren, mark
them that are causing the divisionsand occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doctrinewhichyelearned;
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and turn away fromthem" (Romans 16:17). Theattitude that we can have different doctrinesis contrary
to Truth. Chrigt said, "1 will build my church” (Matthew 16:18) not churches. He said "thereisonefold,”
not folds (John 10:16). Paul said, "thereis onefaith," not "the faith of your choice." (Ephesians
4:5).

5. Misapply and Violate the 10 Commandments

The Lutheran church teaches we are to keep the ten commandmentstoday. It doesn't matter if you are
aJew or Gentile, theten commandmentsarebinding onyouinthisage. "What isthemora lav?' Answer:
"Themora law isthat law which setsforth our dutiesto God and man, as briefly comprehended in theten
commandments' (Questions& AnswersNo. 21, Luther's Smal Catechism) "The mord law doneisbinding
onal men." (Answer No. 21, L.S.C.)

The ten commandmentswere "written and engraven in Sones,” they aredoneaway. "But if the minigtration
of death, written, and engraven on stones, camewith glory, so that the children of Israel could not |ook
steadfastly upon theface of Mosesfor theglory of hisface; which glory was passing away: how shal not
rather the ministration of the spirit bewith glory? For if the ministration of condemnation hath glory, much
rather doth theminisiration of righteousnessexceedinglory. For verily that which hath been madeglorious
hath not been made gloriousin thisrespect, by reason of theglory that surpasseth. For if that which passeth
away was with glory, much more that which remaineth isin glory. (Il Corinthians 3:7-11).

Theten commandments are called acovenant and the covenant isabolished. "And he declared unto you
his covenant which he commanded you to perform, even the ten commandments; and he wrote them upon
two tables of stone." (Deuteronomy 4:13). "But now hath he obtained a ministry the more excellent, by
so much as heis dso the mediator of a better covenant, which hath been enacted upon better promises.
For if that first covenant had been faultless, then would no place have been sought for asecond. For finding
fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, That | will make anew covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah; Not according to the covenant that | madewith their fathers
inthe day that | took them by the hand to lead them forth out of the land of Egypt...In that he saith, A new
covenant he hath madethefirg old. But that which isbecoming old and waxeth aged is nigh unto vanishing
away" (Hebrews 8:6-13). "...Having blotted out the bond written in ordinances that was againgt us, which
was contrary to us. and he hath taken it out that way, nailing it to the cross; having despoiled the
principalities and the powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over theminit. Let no man
thereforejudge you in mest, or in drink, or in repect of afeast day or anew moon or a sabbath day: which
are a shadow of the things to come; but the body is Christ's’ (Colossians 2:14-17).

Question: If theten commandments are binding today, why don't L utherans keep the sabbath, the 7" day,
astheday of res? Without divine authority they have called Sunday the sabbath and worship on Sunday.
There is no passage in al the Bible that would warrant the change - Sunday for the Sabbath.

When | make a comparison between the catechism and the Bible | find they teach we must keep the
commandments but like the Catholics they leave completely out of their catechism the second
commandment: "Thou shat not make unto meagraven image’ (Exodus 20:4). To make up for the onethey
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leave out, they divide number ten into two parts and call it nineand ten. (SeelL. S. C. pp. 43-44).

Thisisthemost serious part of dl of it. They leave out one commandment and never keep the Sabbath
commandment. They concludethe commandmentsthus: " God threatensto punishal thosewho transgress
these commandments. We should, therefore, dread his displeasure, and not act contrarily to these
commandments. 'l the Lord thy God am ajealous God, visiting theiniquity of thefathersupon the children
upon thethird and fourth generation of them that hate me: and showing mercy unto thousands of them that
love me, and keep my commandments?” (L. S. C. pp. 44-45) When | learned they violated the ten
commandments, left one out and even bound on us alaw that was abolished, | could not longer be a
Lutheran.

6. The Mode of Baptism is Non-essential

"Werecognize any mode of Baptisminwhichwater isapplied in the name of the Triune God, whether it
be by immersion or pouring or sprinkling.” (Mr. Schramm, W. L. B. p. 136).

Themodeof baptism and especidly sprinkling wasthe one paramount doctrinethat continuoudy disturbed
us. If sprinkling wasto be"applied inthe name of Triune God," there must be some passage of scripture
forit. We searched the Biblefromlid to lid and never found "modes of baptism™ mentioned nor did we
read about baptism by sprinkling and pouring. However, wedid find that Christ was baptized "in" Jordan
and "cameup out of thewater" (Mark 1:9-10). Chrigt called baptism "abirth" (John 3:5). Those baptized
"went down into the water" and "came up out of the water” (Acts 8:36-39).

We never became wholly dissatisfied with sprinkling until we read Romans 6:4-5. "We were buried
therefore with him through baptism into deeth;, that like as Chrigst was raised from the dead through the glory
of the Father we might dso walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with him (King James
Versonsays"planted”) inthelikenessof hisdeeth, weshal beasointhelikenessof hisresurrection.” Too,
we could no longer believe there might beachoice of three modes of baptism when Paul said, "thereisone
baptism" (Ephesians 4:5).

After many days of anxiety and searching, having found nathing in the Bible that would teech sprinkling, we
decided that it wasn't baptism at al. We found agospel preacher and were baptized-"buried”-for the
remission of our sins. This| would plead with every Lutheran to do.

7. Infant Baptism

Mr. Schramm gstatesthe L utheran position well: " The baptisma command includes children. The command
reads. "Go yetherefore, and make disciplesof dl nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and
the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19, R. V.). Since children are part of every nation, they are
evidently among the onesto be discipled and baptized.” (W. L. B. p. 139) It would have been informing
if Mr. Schramm had stated what it would have taken to make adisciple. 1t addslight on the subject if we
read the King James Version: "Go yetherefore, and teach dl nations,” (Matthew 28:19). Mark givesthe

BibleGuide.org PDF by Allan E. McNabb
BibleStudyGuide.org 47 alan@BibleStudyGuide.org



Why | Left. .. Why We Left Lutheranism

great commission thus. "Hethat beieveth and is baptized shdl be saved; but he that believeth not shdl be
damned" (Mark 16:16). From Matthew and Mark we learn that two prerequisites of discipleship are
"being taught" and "believing.” In Acts 2:38 another prerequisiteis given - "Repent and be baptized."
Hence, to be scripturally baptized one must be old enough to be taught, he must believe and repent of his
sins. Surely babies at the age of eight days are not old enough to be taught, to accept Christ or repent.
Again, we cannot be Lutherans and believe in infant baptism.

L utheransteach baptism takesthe place of circumcisioninthe Old Testament. "Inthe Old Testament,
circumcisonwasthe sacrament of initiation. 1t wasadministered to the boy babieswhen they were eight
daysof age. If God could make acovenant with ababy inthe Old Testament, certainly He can and does
do the same thing in this new dispensation. Accordingly, we conclude that since baptism has taken the
place of circumcision, babies should bebaptized” (W. L. B. p. 141). Thislikealot of other vita issuesisnt
aquestion of what God could and should do, but what Hehaswilled todo! If God didn't legidate baptism
in the place of circumcision we act without divine authority when we baptize babies. This question has
never been answered by Lutheran ministers: If baptism takesthe place of circumcision, and they say it
does, only boy babies were circumcised; why do the L utherans baptize the girl babies?

8. Inherited Damnation

The Lutheransteach that every baby born into thisworld inheritsthe guilt of Adam'ssin and iswholly
depraved when concelved. "Origind snisthedepravity whichisborninus; itistheinclination to evil which
we and al men haveinherited from our parents. Ever sincethefal of Adam, al men who are naturaly
begotten are conceived and borninsin” (W. L. B. p. 65). We suffer today from Adam'ssin, but thereis
not passage in the Bible that would teach that we inherit the guilt of Adam'stransgression. Jesussaid,
"Suffer thelittle children, and forbid them not to come unto me; for to such bel ongeth the kingdom of
heaven" (Matthew 19:14).

Can the Lutheranstell usif the guilt of Adam's sin comes from thefleshly or spiritua make-up of our
foreparents? If they should say, "theflesh™, it would necessarily make Jesusasinner because " he became
flesh" and wasborn of flesh (John 1:14; Il Corinthians 5:16; Colossians 1:22). If our original sinisfrom
foreparent's spirit, it would make God a sinner because "He isthe Father of our spirits' (Hebrews 12:9).

Menwho teach inherited Sin can never successfully do sowhenfolks have read theinspired statement from
Ezekid the prophet. "The soul that snnethit shal die; THE SON SHALL NOT BEAR THE INIQUITY
OF THE FATHER, NEITHER SHALL THE FATHER BEAR THE INIQUITY OF THE SON; the
righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him"
(Ezekid 18:20). Sinistransgresson of thelaw (I John 3:4). Until babies are old enough to know the law
and transgress the same, there is not transgression and they are children of the kingdom of heaven
(Matthew 19:14).
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9. Misinformed UsOn theLord's Supper

The L utheransteach the doctrine of consubstantiation; that with and under the bread isthe body and with
and under thecupisthe blood. Let usread again from Mr. Schramm: The Roman Cathalic View: "The
Church of Rometeachesthat in this sacrament the communicate receives only the body and blood of the
savior. They believe that when the priest consecrates the earthly elementsin the Lord's supper, they cease
to be bread and wine and by a sort of miracle are changed into the body and blood of Christ."

TheLutheran View: "We Lutheransing st that both the bread and wine and the body and blood of Jesus
arereceived by every communicant at the Lord's Supper.” (W. L. B. p. 149) "With and under the bread,
with and under the cup, isthe real body and blood of the Lord" (L. S. C. pp. 137-140).

Thereason Catholics and L utheransteach that the real body and blood of the Lord appearsin the supper
is because Jesus said, "thisismy body," "thisismy blood.” (Matthew 26:26-28) If Jesus meant that it
literdlly became Hisbody and blood, what did Jesus mean in John 10:9, "l am thedoor?' Did Hemean He
was made out of two-by fours and one-by-twelves? Most assuredly not! What did Jesus meanwhen He
sad, "l anthetruevine" that Hewasliteraly planted and leafed out in the Spring? It would haveto mean
thisif the other isliteral in regard to the Lord's supper.

Thetruth about it i, though the Cathalics teach "transubstantiation” and say it actualy becomes His body
and blood, though the L utherans teach " consubstantiation” and make asandwich out of it and say, "with
and under” both havefailed to seethefigure of speech, personification. Jesussimply personified Hisbody
and blood inthe bread and cup, asHe did Himself in John 10 and John 15. The Lutheran churchisdivided
on this very issue and we were never able to see their teaching on it, in the light of these other

passages.

10. Confession to the Pastor

Absolution of sins, or forgiveness of snscomesto the disciple of Luther when he confesseshissinsbefore
the pastor and receivesforgiveness for the same, asthough God Himself had forgiven him: " What is
Confession? Answer. Confession consists of two parts: the oneis, that we confess our sins; the other,
that we receive absolution or forgiveness through the pastor as of God himsalf, in no wise doubting, but
firmly believing that our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven” (L. S. C. p. 79).

Thereisno substitutewith God. Thereisno satisfactionin confession sinsbefore anyone, to pardon you,
but God. Thereisonewho will pardon us. "Let thewicked forsake hisway, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts; and let him return unto Jehovah, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:7). "Thereisone God, one mediator aso between God and men, himself
man, Chrigt Jesus' (I Timothy 2:5). John said, "My little children, thesethingswrite | unto you that ye may
not sin. And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, (not the pastor) Jesus Christ the
righteous’ (I John 2:1).

Friend of mine, Jesus purchased the "church of the Lord" with Hisblood, (Acts20:28). | just can't be
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persuaded to believe, no matter how hard | try, that He meant the " L utheran church” when He said "church
of the Lord." Jesus has only one body which isHis church (Ephesians 1:22). If you will read your Bible
you will learn that you must believe in Jesus Chrigt (John 8:24), repent of your sins (Luke 13:3), and be
baptized (buried) into Chrit, for the remission of sins (Gaatians 3:27; Romans 6:4; Acts 2:38). Y ou will
be added to the church of Jesus Christ, not ahuman institution (Acts 2:47). Just beaChristian (I Peter
4:16). Todolessthanthis, or to join some human denomination isacting without divine authority (11 John
9).

Our thankseternaly will goto Brother J.C. Bailey, Radville, Sask., an humble gospel preacher, who lead
usinto the church of Christ, and out of ahuman church (adenomination) wherewe had fearsand endless
guestionsin our minds. We subscribe to no creed but the Bible now and are ahappy people. We are
anxious to see othersbecomejust Christians and Christiansonly. Theis our humble prayer for
youl.
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Why | Left the Methodist Church
By Raymond A. Howard

Like many, or | might say most, | played church for anumber of years. | only went because my friends
did or it wastheright thingsto do. After | married, my wifeis probably the reason | went to begin with
(I realized the man is the head of the house, but so many times the woman takes the lead in going to
church). She had always gone to the Methodist church, so | went with her (sometimes), then our
attendance got more regular and we began to learn of things going on in the Methodist church. The
National Council of Churcheswasthetopic of discussion at that time - some werefor and some were
againgt - | wasagainst. A group had pulled away afew years back who called themselves " Southern
Methodist", and one of these was located in Muscle Shoas. We visited this group and liked what we
heard. Therewas moreBible preached there than we had heard inawhile. It wasonly ashort time until
one of these churcheswas|ocated in the Petersville areaof Florence. We thought now we had at |ast
found what wewanted, so wemoved our "letter to Trinity Southern Methodist Church. After making this
move | was a so baptized by immersion because | was not happy with the sprinkling | got in the United
Methodist church.

Thingsweregoing just fineuntil | becameaSteward and Trustee. Theonly reason | canfigurethat | was
made a steward was that | was twenty-one years old, for | was not qualified in any other way! Asl
continued to study the Bible, | noticed that aman in "authority” must betried (I Tim. 3:10), but every time
we had anew man to come (novice or not) he was made atrustee and asteward. | wondered about this.
Then | began to teach the adult class (although | hardly knew what book followed the other inthe Bible),
| began to think about some other things: (1) | thought my wife and | Ieft the United Methodist because of
aman-made organization, and now in the Southern M ethodist we had a Conference and had to pay $5.00
per member per year to belong. | asked way - the answer | got was, "Where else could we get
preachers?’ | accepted thisat thetime. (2) Then, asl would talk to membersof the church of Chrigt, they
would get meto thinking. They would ask, "Do you takethe Lord's Supper every first day of the week?"
| would answer, "No, wedo not". | asked why - and | wastold that it might take some of the importance
away fromit by doing it so often. | wondered if we prayed every day - or without ceasing - would it cause
prayer to become unimportant! (3) Inmy class| began to teach first and second Timothy, and | wondered
where our elderswere! | wastold that after aman studied for awhile and the conference thought he
should be one, then he was made one, but the men who were made elders were the preachers. | did not
seeit that way. We began to try to decide who had the authority. Some said ademocratic vote was the
way. The preacher said thiswastrueto acertain point, but that hewould havethelast say. My question,
after studying first and second Timothy, was "Why were the elders to be preachers only?"

We had a problem so we had ameeting to settleit and had to call the president of the Conferencein. |
did not feel he had anything to do with our problem, and | wanted to get out of the conference. Thiswas
not popular, so | told them at the meeting that | was going to the church of Christ. A short whilelater |
cameto afull understanding of the plan of salvation and the church asitisreveded inthe New Testament,
and was baptized at the College View church of Chrigt. | fed if many would study and have an open mind,
they would see what God'sword hasto say, and if they would ask themsalves some questionsin light of
Bible teaching they would soon cometo the truth as my wifeand | did. Some questionsthat need to be
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asked are:

A owbdpE

o

Where in the Bible are those in authority called stewards and trustees?

Wherein the Bible does it say that only preachers can be elders?

Where do you find the Conference in the Bible?

Where do you find authority for not eating the Lord's Supper every first day of the
week?

Wheredo you findinstrumental music usedinthe New Testament worship? (If yousay inthe
Old Testament, then way aren't we under thewhole Law of the Old Covenant and still stone
people?).

Where in the Bible do you find sprinkling for baptism?

Where in the Bible do you find infant baptism?

Where in the Bible do you find "formalism™ (candles, etc. and robes)?

Can al sing and give praise to God when only the choir sings?

Where in the Bible do you find only the ordained preacher can baptize people?

. Wherein the Bible do you find authority to use things other than the gospel to teach people

what to do to be saved and how to behave afterwards?
WhereintheBibledo you find"church bal teams, picnics, thebusministry, camping trips' and
so many other thingsthat so many areengaging in? (And I might add that even some of my
brethren are not a wit behind the Methodists in practicing many of these things!)

COME OUT FROM AMONG THEM, FOR WHAT FELLOWSHIP HATH LIGHT WITH
DARKNESS?
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Why | Left the Methodist Church
By Robert Jackson

| became amember of the Methodist church at Charlotte, Tennessee at the age of twelve. Thiswasresult
of being brought up inaMethodist family. | wastaught that one should believein Christ and then jointhe
church of hischoice, and his choice asarulewould be the one of his parents. June 5", 1940, | obeyed
thegospel of Chrigt, thusleaving the Methodist church. Sincethat time | have often been asked, "Why did
you leave the Methodist church?' | will try to answer this question as briefly as possible in this
article.

| did not L eave Because:
First, I will state some of the reasons why | did not leave the Methodist church:
A. | wasnot madetolive. Therewasno pressure from within theMethodist church for meto
leave.
B. | did not leave because of the peoplein the Methodist church. There were some of the
finest moral living people in the Methodist church that you would ever want to meet.
C. 1 did not leave the Methodist church because it was not a popular church. The
majority of people were Methodists in my home town.

After my dischargefromthe Navy in 1946, | had again made my homein Charlotte, Tennessee. 1n 1947,
Grover Stevens moved to Charlotte. | was attending many of the services of the church of Christ where
he was preaching and became very angry a some of the remarks made by brother Stevens. During this
sametime, brother Leonard Tyler conducted several meetingsin thisareawhich | attended and at which
| was made angry. | became so mad at some of their remarksthat | began to study my Bibleto try to
justify mysdlf asaMethodist and at the sametimeto find error in their teaching, which | would have been
happy to expose. Findly, | saw that | wasfighting alosing battle and | either had to obey the gospe or stay
with the Methodist church. | must say that it wasavery difficult battle, knowing that | would beleaving
that which | had been taught from childhood up, knowing that my persona friends would turn their backs
on me, and knowing the heartache that it would cause my mother to see her only child leave the family
religion. | made up my mind to put God first and obey Hiswill.

Error Exposed...Truth Taught
The results of my leaving the Methodist church was dueto the fact that error was exposed and truth was
taught in a plain manner of speech and yet with love. | am deeply grateful to such preachers.

A. Name. Thefirstimpression that was made on my mind wasthat the Methodist church was
wrong in name. Such aname could not befoundintheBible. | wascaledaMethodist, but
yet no oneinthe Biblewasever caled such. | wastaught that they were called Christians(l
Pet. 4:16; Acts 11:26). | immediately saw that | could not scripturdly justify the use of the
name Methodist.

B. Wedey, thefounder, not Christ. It was made clear that John Wedey was the founder of
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the Methodist church and not Jesus Christ. If | wanted to be amember of the church that
Jesus built, then | could not be aMethodist. Such preaching stirred up my spirit to the extent
that | became dissatisfied with being a member of a church that John Wesley built.

Faith only -- salvation. | had always believed that one was saved by faith only. Thisis
exactly what the M ethodist church teaches about salvation. However, when | wastold to
read James2:24, | wasmadeto seein wordsthat none could misunderstand that "faith only”
waswrong. | began to read more and found out that Jesus required faith and baptism. (MKk.
16:16)

Choiceof baptism. | had dwaysbeen taught in the Methodist church that there are three
way's to be baptized: 1. Sprinkling; 2. Pouring; and 3. Immersion. | wasled to believe by
Methodist preaching that it was up to the individual to select hisown choice. To becomea
member | had selected sprinkling. The preaching that | heard exposed thiserror. | wastold
to read Col. 2:12 and then Eph. 4:5. Even with amind asweak as mine, | could see that
according to God's teaching there was but one baptism, but by Methodist teaching there were
three. | believed God.

I nstrumental music. We had theinstrument of musicin the servicesof the Methodist church
andwereledto believethat it wasonly anaidintheworship. It wasplainly provento methat
such was not an aid but an addition to the word of God. | then was reminded of John 4:24
that one must worship God intruth. | wastold that my worship would beinvainif done by
the doctrine of men (Matt. 15:9).

How toraisemoney. Inthe Methodist church wewould haveice cream suppers, rummage
sales, etc., to raise money for the church. The preachingthat | heard by brother Stevensand
others brought to my attention | Cor. 16:1-2. Thiswas God's plan of having the church
members raise its money, and the pie suppers, etc., were ways of men.

Theseareafew of thethingsthat caused meto seetheway of my error. Of course, sincethat timel have
studied and found out many other errorswithin the Methodist church. | have never regretted leaving the
Methodist church. | wish al would seetheir errors.

Thank God for Christ, Hisgospel, His church.
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Why | Left the Pentecostal Church
By Mike Cor nwell

Paul could have been thinking of mewhen he wrote thisverse to ayoung man named Timothy (2 Tim
3:14). | washorninto a Pentecostd family of many years. My grandfather preached "fire and brimstone’
fromthetimel could remember until hisdeath in 1968. Hewas somewhat anintimidating individua who
was demanding and abrupt. | wastaught that only those who were"chosen™ or "caled" could ever enter
into the"faithful” ministry of our Lord. | never chalenged histhinking or hispreaching. What hesaid was
likeadirect command from Jesus Christ himself. Withthisinmind, at theageof 12, | wastold | wasbeing
called into the ministry and preached my first sermon shortly thereafter. | spent atotal of 18 years
preaching asa " Pentecostd” preacher. | taught the" Jesus Only" doctrine known asthe" Apogtolic Faith"
(United Pentecostal Church).

Tothisday, my family fully believesthat if oneisnot of the"Lord'strue church” that being, saved in baptism
inJesus Name, and filled with the"Holy ghost” with the evidence of " Speaking in Tongues,” oneisnota
Christian and headed for a"Devil'shdll." My Grandfather (before hisdeath) preached this54 years. My
step-father has preached thisin excess of 50 years. My brother-in-law and sister "Pastor” avery large
Pentecostdl churchinthe Cincinnati, OH area. | havetwo cousinsthat are " Pentecostd” preachers. | have
been accused of being "In aden of thievesand apit of vipers," because of my stand on the Word of God
and my fathfulnessto the Lord's church. My wifeand | have been publicly chastised and the atamosphere
isvery tensewhen wearevisiting with my family. We are shunned by most of my family. We arereminded
regularly of (2 Tim 3:12): "Yea, and al that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”

It wasthefirst Thursday night of October, 1984, at the age of 42, when | redlized that dl that | had been
teaching for 18 years asa"Pentecogta” had been "fase doctring’ and that | was like the "blind leading the
blind." That Thursday night of October, 1984, changed my life, my thinking, and my understanding of the
"Word of God." | wasinvited to a"Gospe Meeting" at the Sandstone Drive Church of Chrig, Little Rock,
AR. (I had never beentoaLord'schurchinmy life.) ChrisBullock, of Kansas City, MO wasto bethe
spesker. | consentedto go with the attitude that | would be able to shed somelight on histeaching and thus
convince othersof their wrong. Something happened: what was preached waswheat | had secretly believed
all my adult life. Onedid not haveto cometo an "dtar,” cry out, beg and plead for mercy to receive
forgiveness. Onedid not haveto comeagainto the"dtar" to "seek for theinfilling of the Holy Spirit," which
was promised to believers. Onedid not haveto "utter” confusion in an attempt to show one hasthe gift of
"speaking in tongues.”

All one had to do was hear the smple word of truth, believe it, confess Christ as the Son of God, repent
of one'ssins, and be baptized into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ for remission of sins. The
Lord not only forgives completely but addsoneto the church. Thisl didin obediencethefollowing Sunday
evening. | becamea"born again Chrigtian.” | gave up my life, my music, even my future dreams, to follow
Jesus for thefirst timein my life. | was on the right path.

It was not until October, 1987, when | met Louis Sharpin Little Rock, AR, that | really understood what
"faithfulness’ really means. Aswe began to study and learn, | began toredlizethat the Lord had work for
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me, asa Christian, to do. | then began to teach and preach the Gospel of Chrigt. It has now become my
life. My desireisto teach those who arein error the truth that they to might become part of this body of

Christ.

|. Let metell you why | am a member of theLord's church.
A. Pentecostalism traces itself back no further than New Y ears Eve, 1899 (Topeka, KS). Thisis
when asmall group of people supposedly received a"Divine Revelation™ for the first time ever
recorded.

1. TheLord's church dates back to 33 AD when the 12 disciples received the "Baptism of

the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:4).
2. Thiswasaresult of the fulfillment of the promise Jesus gave to his disciples (Acts

1:8).
3. The Pentecostal church cannot show authority from God's word for its beginning!
Pentecostalism teaches that the " power of the Holy Spirit” fell first on the 120 gathered in the
upper room.

1. TheBibleteachesthat only the 12 disciplesreceived first the "Holy Spirit" (Acts

1:26-2:1).

Pentecostalism believesthat this power isreceived today because of the" New Revelation of
God" in 1899.

1. TheBible teaches no such thing (2 Tim 3:16-17).

2. Thescripture holds al that man needsto know for hissalvation. There are no new

revelations.

Pentecostalism teachesthat in 1914 another revel ation was received, revealing that being
baptized in "Jesus Name" became tenets of faith. Thus, they produced alaw, a
formulal

1. That isnot what the Bible says (Mat 28:19-20).
Wefind that in the early haf of this century (1900 - 1944) several Pentecostal groups were
established. Two of those are: Pentecostal Assemblies of Jesus Christ, Inc., and the
Pentecostal Church, Inc. 1n 1944 these two bodies became known as the UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH. The authority is: Pentecostal Church Manual, pp. 8-10,
Foreword.

1. TheBibleteachesthat the Lord established only one church (Mat 16:18).

2. Thisistheonly church that Christ and the Apostles ever speak of.

II. What are some of the Pentecostal practices?

A.

BibleGuide.org

They claim that through the instrument of theHoly Spirit, miracles and healing incurable
diseasesoccur daily. Silver fillingsbecome Gold, Poor becomemiraculoudy rich, Dead are
raised, and Sick peopleinstantly healed. | never saw anyone miraculoudy hedled in al the
years | was "Pentecostal.”
1. 1 will notlimit God. He hasthe power if he so chooses. Man does not have that
power.
2. If hedoes, whereisthe proof? They cal it: "lack of FAITH."
3. When doesthe Holy Spirit give to one man this power and not another? That is
unscriptural.
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a. Onlythedisciplesand thosethey laid hands on had thispower. They areall
dead.
B. Pentecostalism teachesthat aperson may spesk in "tongues' while under theinfluence of the
"Holy Spirit" just like Peter and the other Apostles at Pentecost.
1. Theonly others who were able to do this were Cornelius and his kinfolk (Acts
10:44-46).
2. And those whom the apostles laid their hands on.
3. Don'tweal havethe continued influence of the Holy Spirit through theword. Can
any one of us speak in an "unlearned" language?
C. "Pentecostalism™ espousesreligion asa"romantic” philosophy, that the heart of man has
reasons which his mind knows not of, and that man's feelings are the highest authority.
1. TheBibleistruth (John 17:17). Thetruthisnot subjective. It doesnot originatewith
aperson’'s own thinking. Religion is not based on a"feel good" experience.
a. | get excited sometimes because of the truth. That is natural.
2. The Bible must be read, studied and obeyed (2 Tim 2:15; John 8:31).
3. TheBibleistheabsolute, inspired and authoritative Word of God (2 Tim 3:16-17; 2
Pet 1:20-21).
4. When aman regards his feelings as the basic authority, he is on the wrong path.
5. Torgectthe Word of God and do "that which isright in our own eyes' isto regject
God (1 Sam 15:22-26; Mat 7:13-14).
6. | feel good about the truth but my feeling good is not authority!
D. Pentecogtaismbelievesand teachesthat women may participateinleadingin prayer, teaching,
and preaching in public, and doing the work of an evangelist and teacher.
1. TheHoly Spirit contrasted the duties of men from that of womenin public prayer (1
Tim 2:8-15).
2. Women aretolearnin silence (1 Cor 14:34). They are not to teach in any capacity
over aman.
3. Women may teach younger women (Titus 2:4). They may teachamanin private
(Acts 18:25).
4. Timothy wastaught in private. Apolloswas taught in private.
5. Women many not "teach” (deliver discourses). Women are forbidden to preach (1
Cor 14:34).
6. There are many things women can and should be doing.
E. "Pentecostalism" teaches that instruments of music are used to "glorify" Godin
worship.
1. Trueworshipisaccordingto"Spirit and Truth" (John 4:24), the word of God, not
Moses, not our fedlings, and not what we believeto beright. Jesuswill judgeusin
the Last Day (John 12:48).
2. Voca music was repeatedly specified as the kind of worship God wants from
Christians (Col 3:16; Eph 5:19).
3. Chrigiansareto abideintheteachings of Christ, not in man (2 John 9-10). Weare
tofollow the pattern given by God (Heb 8:5), without adding, subtracting or altering
according to our own desires or opinions.
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Conclusion:

| had read the Bibledl my life. | preached that which | had been taught. When | doubted, | was always
told of "new revelations' received from God. Inthe"Pentecostal” church, oneistaught that the " Pastor”
isthe authority within the church, and knowledgeisonly gained by adherenceto "God's man™ and in the
leading of the "Holy Spirit" directly. Accept that which you doubt with your faith.

Only until | redlized that in order to understand the" Gospel" one must study with an open heart prepared
to accept thetruth of the"Gospel," and with thistruth obey theword of God. TheBiblerealy isasmple
book to understand, but when man attemptsto add toiit, hisopinion and hisfeelings, he beginsto losethe
truth and believe alie.

Trust thisword completely. Obey it! It containsall that man needsto get himinto eternity with Jesus
Christ.
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