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Introduction

Chrigtians are commanded to be imitators of the apostles and note fathful Christians (1 Cor. 11:1; Phil.
3:17). By nating those who taught the truth immediately after the gpostolic period, we may better refute
the fal se doctrines which have been propagated from the beginning.

The falowing excerpts are of Chrigtian writings on savation and baptism. From them we see that
Chrigtians wrestled with the same fa se doctrines concerning salvationagaingt whichwe fight today. Later
in the Anti-Nicene period, we aso see that men began introducing the fase doctrine of affusion.

Many false teachers today tdl ther followers that their doctrines of savation (e.g., slvation before and
without baptism) have dways been taught by Christians. These excerpts expresdy disprove such
assertions.

The following excerpts are the teachings of men and are to be taken in that context. These excerpts are
not authoritetive.

These excerpts are in the public domain and not copyrighted. Footnotes that are not pertinent to
undergtanding the text have been omitted.
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Excerpts on Baptism Early Christian Writers

TheFirst Apology of Justin [A.D. 110-165]
Note here: Justin writing concerning baptism, here about haf through the chapter.

And for this [rite] we have learned from the gpostlesthisreason. Since at our birth we
were born without our own knowledge or choice, by our parents coming together, and
were brought up in bad habits and wicked training; in order that we may not remain the
childrenof necessity and of ignorance, but may become children of choice and knowledge,
and may obtain in the water remission of 9ns formerly committed, there is pronounced
over himwho choosesto be bornagain, and hasrepented of hissins, the name of God the
Father and Lord of the universe; he who leadsto the laver the personthat is to be washed
cdling him by hisname done. For no one can utter the name of the ineffable God; and if
any one dare to say that there is a name, he raves with a hopeless madness. And this
waehing is illumination, because they who learn these things are illuminated in their
understanding. And in the name of Jesus Christ, who was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
and in the name of the Holy Ghost, who through the prophets foretold al things about
Jesus, he who isilluminated is washed.

(Edited by Alexander Roberts, James Donaldson; Revised and arranged with notes A. Clevliand Coxe,
Ante-Nicene Fathers, Volume 1. The Apodolic Fathers, Justin Martyre, Irenaeus; Peabody,
Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishing, Inc., 1994; p. 183)

TheFirst Apology of Justin [A.D. 110-165]
Note here: Justin writing concerning the Eucharist (Lord's Supper).

And this food is caled anong us Eucaristia [the Eucharid], of which no one is
alowed to partake but the manwho bdievesthat the things which we teach are true, and
who has been washed with the washing that is for the remisson of sns, and unto
regeneration, and who is so living as Christ enjoined. (Edited by Alexander Roberts,
James Donaldson; Revised and arranged with notes A. Clevland Coxe, Ante-Nicene
Fathers, Voume 1: The Apodolic Fathers, Judin Martyre, Irenaeus; Peabody,
Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishing, Inc., 1994; p. 185)

Tertullian, On the Baptism of John [A.D. 145-220]

Wehave spoken, so far as our moderate ability permitted, of the generalswhichform
the groundwork of the sanctity of baptism. | will now, equdly to the best of my power,
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Excerpts on Baptism Early Christian Writers

proceed to the rest of its character, touching certain minor question.

The baptism announced by John formed the subject, even at the time, of a question,
proposed by the Lord Himsdf indeed to the Pharisees, whether that baptism were
heavenly, or truly earthly: about which they were unable to give a condstent answer,
inasmuch asthey understood not, because they believed not. But we, with but as poor a
measure of understanding as of faith, are able to determine that that baptism was divine
indeed, (yet inrespect of the command, not inrespect of efficacy too, in that we read that
Johnwas sent by the Lord to performthis duty,) but human initsnature: for it conveyed
nothing celestid, but it foreministered to things celedtid; being, to wit, appointed over
repentance, which isin man's power. In fact, the doctors of the law and the Pharisees,
who were unwillingto "believe," did not "repent” either. Bt if repentanceisathing humean,
its baptism must necessaxily be of the same nature: dsg, if it had been cdedtid, it would
have given both the Holy Spirit and remisson of Sns. But none either pardons sins or
fredy grantsthe Spirit save God only. Eventhe Lord Himself said that the Spirit would not
descend on any other condition, but that He should first ascend to the Father. What the
Lord was not yet conferring, of course the servant could not furnish. Accordingly, in the
Acts of the Apostles, we find that men who had "John's baptism” had not received the
Holy Spirit, whomthey knew not evenby hearing. That, then, wasno cdedtia thingwhich
furnished no cdestid (endowments): whereasthe very thingwhichwas cdetia in John -
the Spirit of prophesy - so completely faled, after the transfer of the whole Spirit to the
Lord, that he presently sent to inquirewhether He whom he had himsdlf preached, whom
he had pointed out when coming to him, were"HE." And so “the baptism of repentance’
was dedlt with asif it were acandidate for the remission and sanctification shortly about
to follow in Chrigt: for in that John used to preach"baptismfor the remissonof sns” the
declaration was made with reference to a future remission; if it be true, (asit is) that
repentance is antecedent, remission subsequent; and thisis "preparing the way." But he
who "prepares’ does not himsdf "perfect,” but procures for another to perfect. John
himsdf professes that the cdegtid things are not his, but Chrigt's by saying, "He who is
from the earth speaketh concerning the earth; He who comes from the realms above is
above dl;" and again, by saying that he "baptized in repentance only, but that One would
shortly come who would baptize in the Spirit and fire" - of course because true and stable
faithis baptized withwater, unto savation; pretended and weak faithis baptized withfire,
unto judgement.

(Edited by Alexander Roberts, James Donaldson; Revised and arranged with notes A. Cleveland Coxe,
Ante-Nicene Fathers; Vaume 3; Latin Chridianity: Its Founder, Tertullian 1. Apologetic; 11. Anti-
Marcion; I11. Ethical; Peabody, Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishing, Inc., 1994; p. 673-4)
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Excerpts on Baptism Early Christian Writers

Tertullian; Chap. XI1I
Of the Necessity of Baptism to Salvation [A.D. 145-220]

When, however, the prescript is lad down that "without baptism, sdvation is
atainable by none' (chiefly on the ground of that declaration of the Lord, who says,
"Unless one be born of weter, he hath nat life"), . . .

(Edited by Alexander Roberts, James Donaldson; Revised and arranged with notes A. Cleveland Coxe,
Ante-Nicene Fathers; Volume 3; Latin Chridtianity: It Founder, Tertullian 1. Apologetic; 11. Anti-
Marcion; I11. Ethical; Peabody, Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishing, Inc., 1994; p. 674-5)

Tertullian, On Baptism [A.D. 145-220]

1. Happy isour sacred mystery of water. For by washing away the Snsof our early
blindness, we are set free and admitted into eternd life. An essay on this subject is
worthwhile. Frg, it will indruct those who are new in the faith. Secondly, it will teach
those who have been content withmerdly bdieving. Because of their ignorance, they have
aprobable fath that is untried. They have not made afull examination of the [Chrigtian]
traditions. As a consequence, a viper of the Cainite heresy, having recently become
familiar in thisregion, has carried away a greet number withher venomous doctrine. She
has made it her first @m to destroy baptiam. Thisis quite fitting, because vipers, snakes,
and lizards are generdly atracted to arid and waterless places.

However, we little fishes are born in water, after the example of our Ichthys Jesus
Chrigt. Andwe have safety in no other way than by permanently abiding in water. So that
monstrous creature, who had no right to teach even sound doctrine, knew very well how
to kill the little fishes - by taking them away from the weter!

Footnote: The Cainiteswere agnogtic sect that taught against water baptism. They believed
that Cain, Esau, Judas, and the people of Sodom dl had specia divine knowledge hidden
from most other humans. They circulated a spurious "Gospe of Judas.”

Footnote: The Greek word ichthys (fish) was an acrogtic for "Jesus Chrigt, the Son of God,
the Savior."

2. The perverdity of her fase doctrine is very grest. It shakes the faith, and it can
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Excerpts on Baptism Early Christian Writers

entirdy block a person from recaiving the fath. In fact, it opposes the faith on the very
principles of which the faith condstsd  Absolutely nothing makes men's minds more
hardened than the smplicity of the divine works which are visble in the act [of baptism].
Particularly, whenthisis compared withthe grandeur promised inthe effect. Theresulting
atanment of eternity is deemed unbelievable merely because the act is one of great
smplicity - without pomp. For without any type of unusua preparation, aman islowered
in the water. With the utterance of a few words, he is dipped, and then rises again not
much the [physicaly] cleaner.

(Tertullian, trandlated by David W. Burcot, A Glimpse At Early Christian Church Life; Tyler, TX: Scroll
Publishing Co., 1991, p. 93-4)

Tertullian: The Significance of Baptism [A.D. 145-220]

To an extent, there is a spiritud pardle to the Imple act: Since we are defiled by
gns asif by dirt, we should be washed from those sains in water. However, sins do not
show themsdlves on our physical skin. For example, no one carries on his skin the pot
of idolatry, or fornication, or fraud. Rather, persons of that kind are foul in the spirit,
whichisthe author of the gn.  After dl, the spirit islord; the flesh is merely the servant.
Y &, they mutudly sharein the guilt: the spirit, because it commands; the flesh, because it
sarves the spirit. Therefore, after the waters have been given medicind virtue through the
intervention of the angd, then the spirit is bodily washed in the waters, and the flesh is
likewise spiritualy cleansed.

(Tertullian, trandated by David W. Burcot, A Glimpse & Early Chrigtian Church Life; Tyler, TX: Scroll
Publishing Co., 1989; p. 98)

Tertullian [A.D. 145-220]:
I s Baptism Necessary for Salvation?

13. But the heretics provoke further questions. They say, "Baptism is not necessary
for those to whom faith is sufficient. After al, Abraham pleased God by a sacrament of
faith, not water." Butinal casesitisthelater things that have conclusive force. The later
[revelation of God] prevails over the earlier. Granted, informer days there was sadvation
by bare faith, before the suffering and resurrection of the Lord. But now faith has been
enlarged, and has become afaththat believesin his birth, suffering, and resurrection. So
the ordinance [of faith] has been amplified by the addition of the sedling act of baptism.
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Excerpts on Baptism Early Christian Writers

Thisis, so to speak, the dothing of the faithwhichwas previoudy bare, which now cannot
exist without its proper law.

For the law of baptizing has been imposed, and the formula prescribed: "Go," he
say's, "teaching the nations, baptizing theminto the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit." (Matt. 28:19) "Unless aman has been bornagain of water and Spirit,
he shdl not enter into the kingdom of the heavens." (John 3:5) Those words have tied
faith to the necessity of baptism.  Accordingly, dl who became believers after that time
were baptized. So it was that Paul was baptized when he believed. Thisis the meaning
of the direction which the Lord had given him when he was struck with blindness, "Arise,
and enter Damascus, there it shdl be demonstrated to you what you ought to do." This
meant he was to be baptized, which was the only thing he lacked. For he had sufficently
learned and believed the Nazarene to be "the Lord, the Son of God." (Acts 9:1-31)

(Tertullian, trandated by David W. Burcot, A Glimpse at Ealy Chrisian Church Life; Tyler, TX: Scrall
Publishing Co., 1989; p. 109-10)

Origen [A.D. 185-255]:
An Exhortation To Martyrdom

XXX. Let usaso remember the Snswe have committed, and that it isimpossible to
receive forgiveness of sins gpart from baptism, thet it isimpossible according to the laws
of the Gospelsto be baptized again with water and the Spirit for the forgiveness of ains,
and that baptism of martyrdom has been given to us. Thisiswhat itiscalled, asisevident
from the fact that "Are you able to drink the cup that | drink?" is followed by "or to be
baptized with the baptism with which | am baptized?' (Mk. 10:38).

(Origen, trandation by RowanA. Greer, Origen; New York, NY: TheMissonary Society of St. Paul the
Apostlein the State of New Y ork., 1989; p. 61)

The Pastor of Hermas[A.D. 160]:
Regarding Baptism (Immersion) and Repentance

And | sad to him, "I should liketo continue my questions.” "Speak on,” saidhe. And
| said, "'l heard, sir, some teachers maintain that there is no other repentance than that
whichtakesplace, when he descended into the water and received remissonof our former
sans." Hesadto me, "That was sound doctrine which you heard; for that isredlly the case.
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Excerpts on Baptism Early Christian Writers

(Edited by Alexander Roberts, James Donadson; Revised and arranged with notes A. Cleviand Coxe,
Ante-Nicene Fathers, Voume 2; Fathers of the Second Century, Hermas, Tdian, Athenagoras,
Theophilus, and Clement of Alexandria; Peabody, Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishing, Inc., 1994,
p. 22)

Clement of Alexandria[A.D. 193-217]:

The Ingtructor , Book I: Chap. VI. The Name Children Does Not Imply Ingtruction In Elementary
Principles (excerpts from)

... The same a0 takes placein our case, whose exemplar Christ became. Being
baptized, we areilluminated; illuminated, we become sons; being made sons, we are made
perfect; being made perfect, we are made immortd. "l," says He, "have said that ye are
gods, and al sons of the Highest." Thiswork is varioudy cdled grace, and illumination,
and perfection, and washing: washing, by which we cleanse away our sins; grace, by
which the pendlties accruing to transgressions are remitted; and illumination, by whichthat
haly light of sdlvation is beheld, that is, by which we see God clearly. Now we call that
perfect which wants nothing. For what is yet wanting to him who knows God? For it
were truly mongtrous that that which is not complete should be called a gift (or act) of
God's grace. Being perfect, He consequently bestows perfect gifts. Asat Hiscommand
al things were made, so His bare washing to bestow grace, ensues the perfecting of His
grace. For the future of time is anticipated by the power of Hisvalition.

... So that in illumination what we receive is knowledge, and the end of knowledge
isrest - the last thing conceived as the object of agpiration. As, then, inexperience comes
to an end by experience, and perplexity by finding a clear outlet, so by illumination must
darkness disappear. The darknessisignorance, through which wefal into sns, purblind
asto the truth. Knowledge, then, is the illumination we receive, which makes ignorance
disappear, and endows us with clear vison. Further, the abandonment of what isbad is
the adopting of what is better. For what ignorance has bound ill, is by knowledge loosed
wdl; those bounds are with al speed dackened by human faith and divine grace, our
transgressions being taken away by one Poeonian medicine, the baptism of theword. We
are washed from dl our sins, and are no longer entangled in evil. Thisis the grace of
illumingtion, that our characters are not the same as before our washing. And since
knowledge springs up with illumination, shedding its beams around the mind, the moment
we hear, we who were untaught become disciples. . ..

... And such as is the union of the Word with baptism, is the agreement of milk with
water; for it recaives it done of dl liquids, and admits of mixture with water, for the
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purpose of cleansing, as baptism for the remisson of sins. . . .

(Edited by Alexander Roberts, James Donaldson; Revised and arranged with notes A. Cleveland Coxe,
Ante-Nicene Fathers, Voume 2; Fathers of the Second Century, Hermas, Tatian, Athenagoras,
Theophilus, and Clement of Alexandria; Peabody, Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishing, Inc., 1994,
p. 215-22)

Cyprian [A.D. 200-258]:

Notes: Cyprian taught that baptism was absolutdy essentia for savation, but because of this belief also
taught thet is certain conditions dlinical baptism was acceptable - this was an exception and not
norma observance. Unfortunately, what Cyprianmay have thought to be better than nothing is
cases of severe illness has become heresy.

Although | disagree with Cyprian'sjudgement whichwas rejected until around the Third Century,
the point that water baptism is absolutely necessary for salvationis apparent inhisteachings. Also
here (12) Cypriannotes by implicationthat dinica baptism (orinkling and affuson) isnot washing.

Episle LXXV To Magnus, on baptizing the Novatians, and those who obtain grace on asick-bed.

11. For sancein baptism every one has his own sns remitted, the Lord proves and
declares in His Gospel that sins can only be put away by those who have the Holy Spirit.
... Butif heretics and schismatics bapti zed without have not the Holy Spirit, and therefore
hands are impaosed on them among us, that here may be received what there neither isnor
can be given; it is plain, aso, that remisson of ans cannot be given by those who, it is
certain, have not the Holy Spirit. And therefore, in order that, according to the divine
arrangement and the evangelical truth, they may be able to obtain remissonof sns and to
be sanctified, and to become temples of God, they mugt al absolutely be baptized withthe
baptismof the Churchwho come from adversariesand antichrigtsto the Churchof Chrigt.

12. You have asked aso, dearest son, what | thought of those who obtain God's
grace in sickness and weakness, whether they are to be accounted legitimate Chrigtians,
for that they are not to be washed, but sprinkled, with the saving water. Inthispoint, my
diffidence and modesty preudges none, so as to prevent any from fegling what he thinks
right, and from doing what he fedsright. Asfar asmy poor understanding conceives it,
| think that the divine benefits can in no respect be mutilated and weakened; nor can
anything less occur in that case, where, with ful and entire faith both of the giver and
receiver, is accepted what is drawn from the divine gifts. . . .

13. ... Andtherefore, asfar asit isalowed me by faith to conceive and to think,
thisis my opinion, that any one should be esteemed a legitimate Christian, who by the law
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and right of faith shal have obtained the grace of God in the Church. Or if any one think
that those have gained nothing by having only been sprinkled withthe saving water, but that
they are dtill empty and void, let themnot be deceived, so asif they escape the evil of their
sickness, and get well, they should seek to be baptized. But if they cannot be baptized
who have already been sanctified by ecclesiastical baptism, why are they offended in
respect of thar faithand the mercy of the Lord? Or have they obtained indeed the divine
favour, but ina shorter and more limited measure of the divine gift and of the Holy Spirit,
S0 as indeed to be esteemed Chrigtians, but yet not to be counted equa with others?

(Edited by Alexander Roberts, James Donadson; Revised and arranged with notes A. Cleveland Coxe,
Ante-Nicene Fathers; Voume 5:; Hippolytus, Cyprian, Caius, Novatian, Appendix; Peabody,
Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishing, Inc., 1994; p. 400-1)

Recognitions of Clement
[author ship and authenticity skeptical): Book VI.

Chap. VIII. - Necessity and Baptism.

"But now | lead you to understanding by the same paths. For you see that dl things
are produced from waters. But water was made at first by the Only-begotten; and the
Almighty God is the head of the Only-begotten, by whomwe come to the Father in such
order aswe have stated above. But when you have cometo the Father, you will learn that
thisis Hiswill, that you be born anew by means of waters, whichwerefirst created. For
he who is regenerated by water, havingfilled up the measure of good works, is made heir
of Him by whom he has been regenerated in incorruption. Wherefore, with prepared
minds, approach as sons to a father, that your sins may be washed away, and it may be
proved before God that ignorancewas their sole cause. For if, after the learning of these
things, youremaininunbdief, the cause of your destruction will be imputed to yoursalves,
and not to ignorance. And do you suppose that you can have hope towards God, even
if you cultivate al piety and dl righteousness, but do not receive baptism. Y earather, he
will be worthy of greater punishment, who does good works not well; for merit accruesto
menfor good works, but only if they be done as God commands. Now God hasordered
every one who worships Him to be sedled by baptism; but if you refuse, and obey your
own will rather than God's, you are doubtless contrary and hostile to Hiswill.

Chap. I1X. - Use of Baptism.

"But you will perhaps say, What does the baptism of water contribute towards the
worship of God? Inthefirgt place, because that which hath pleased God isfulfilled. Inthe
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second place, because, when you are regenerated and born again of water and of God,
the frailty of your former birth, whichyou have through men, is cut off, and so at lengthyou
shdl be able to atain salvation; but otherwise it is impossble (underline-aem). For thus
hath the true prophet testified to us with an cath: "Verily | say to you, That unlessaman
is born again of water he shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Therefore make
hagte; for there isin these waters a certain power of mercy which was borne upon them
at the beginning, and acknowledges those who are baptized under the name of the
threefold sacrament, and rescues themfromfuture punishments, presenting asagft to God
the souls that are consecrated by baptism. Betake yoursalves therefore to these waters,
for they done can quench the vidence of the future fire (underline - aem); and he who
delays to gpproach to them, it is evident that theidol of unbelief remainsin him, and by it
heis prevented from hastening to the waters which confer savation. For whether yoube
righteous or unrighteous, baptism is necessary for you in every respect (underline - aem);
for the righteous, that perfection may be accomplished in him, and he may be born again
to God; for the unrighteous, that pardon may be vouchsafed him of the snswhich he has
committed in ignorance. Therefore al should hasten to be born again to God without
delay, because the end of every oneslifeis uncertain.

(Edited by Alexander Roberts, James Donaldson; Revised and arranged with notes A. Cleveland Coxe,
Ante-Nicene Fathers; Voume 8; The Tweve Patriarchs, Excerpts and Epidtles, The Clementine,

Apocrypha, Decretals, Memoirs of Edessa and Syria Documents, Remanis of the First Ages; Peabody,
Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishing, Inc., 1994; p. 154-5)

Clementine Homilies (disputed asto author and authenticity):
Homily VII. Chap. VIII. - The Service of God's Appointment.

"And thisis the service Hehas appointed: To worship Him only, and trust only in the
Prophet of truth, and to be baptized for the remissonof sins, and thus by this pure baptism
to be born again unto God by saving water; .. ." Such was Peter's counsdl to the men of
Sidon dso. Andinfew days many repented and believed, and were hedled. And Peter
having founded a church, and set over it as bishop one of the eders who were with him,
left Sidon.

(Edited by Alexander Roberts, James Donaldson; Revised and arranged with notes A. Cleveland Coxe,
Ante-Nicene Fathers; Voume 8; The Twelve Patriarchs, Excerpts and Epidtles, The Clementine,

Apocrypha, Decretals, Memoirs of Edessa and Syria Documents, Remanis of the First Ages, Peabody,
Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishing, Inc., 1994; p. 269)
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