conversions
|ln The Book Of Acts

Examples Of Conversions
As Recorded In The History Of The Early Church

MARK A. COPELAND


Mark A Copeland
You may use, copy, or distribute this material, provided you do it free of charge. "Freely you have received, freely give." (Matthew 10:8) Perhaps you will find it feasible for sermon preparation, teaching Bible classes, or your own personal study of God's Word. 

Mark A. Copeland
MarkCopeland@aol.com

ExecutableOutlines.com
Hundreds of free sermons and Bible studies!



Mark A. Copeland

Conversionsin The Book Of Acts

Table Of Contents

The 3000 On Pentecost (2:1-41) 3

The 2000 At Solomon's Por ch (3:1-4:4) 8

The Samaritans (8:4-25) 13
The Ethiopian Eunuch (8:26-40) 17
Saul Of Tarsus (9:1-19; 22:6-16; 26:12-18) 21
Cornelius And His Household (10:1-48; 11:1-18) 24
Two Households At Philippi (16:6-34) 28
The Athenians (17:16-34) 32
The Corinthians (18:1-11) 36
The Twelve Disciples Of John (19:1-10) 39

Thismaterid isfrom ExecutableOutlines.com, aweb ste containing sermon outlines
and Bible sudiesby Mark A. Copdland. Visit the web site to browse or download
additional materid for church or persond use.

The outlines were developed in the course of my ministry as a preacher of the gospd!.
Fed freeto use them asthey are, or adapt them to suit your own persond style. To
God bethe glory!

Executable Outlines, Copyright © Mark A. Copeland, 2001
Mar kCopeland@aol.com

Conversions In The Book Of Acts 2



Mark A. Copeland

Conversonsin The Book Of Acts
The 3000 On Pentecost (2:1-41)

INTRODUCTION

1.

The Book of Acts serves a uniquerole in the New Testament and the history of the church...
a. It picks up where the gospds leave off, and serves as the backdrop for the epistles

b. It details the spread of the gospdl, and expansion of the Lord's church

c. Itistheonly record, inspired or otherwise, of the firgt thirty years of the church

Included in the historica record of Acts are many examples of conversions...

a. Inwhich wefind the gpostles and other preachers leading people to Christ

b. In some cases we can read the very sermons used to proclaim the gospel

c. Wedso have descriptions of what people were told to receive God' s saving grace

The value of such examples of converson cannot be overdated...

a. For today we can hear or see many different “gospels’ being proclamed

b. Evenwhen the gospel facts are faithfully proclaimed, sometimes people are told to respond in a
manner not found in the New Testament

--  With the help of The Book of Acts, we can make surethat the gospel factsand
commands ar e being faithfully proclaimed!

In this series, we shal examine anumber of examples of conversons described in Acts...

a. Noting the background of each converson

b. Consdering the sermons proclaimed and the responses to them

c. Andyzing the sermons and responses, seeking to glean the dements of the gospe message and
what response to expect of those coming to Christ

[In this study, we start with the first example of conversion, “ The 3000 On Pentecost”, as recorded in
Acts2. Aswe begin, let’'sdo so with...]

THE BACKGROUND OF THE CONVERSION

A. IT WASTHE DAY OF PENTECOST...- Ac 2.1
1. Anannua Jewish feadt, celebrated 50 days after the presentation of the first fruits
2. Oneinwhich Jewswould travel from greet distancesto attend - Ac 2:5

B. THE SPIRIT FELL ON THE APOSTLES... - Ac 2:2-13
1. Aspromised by John and Jesus - Ac 1:4-5; cf. Lk 24:49
2. Accompanied by audible and visud sgns...
a. A sound asof amighty rushing wind - Ac 2:2
b. Divided tongues as of fire gtting upon each of them - Ac 2:3
3. Enabling the apostles to spesk in foreign languages - Ac 2:4-11
a. Every man heard them spesk in hisown language - Ac 2:6,11
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That those who spoke were “ Gdlileans’ (Ac 2:7) suggests the apostles
1) For the gposties were from Gdlilee
2) Whereas the 120 disciples were from dl over Paestine

4. The reaction of the crowd was mixed - Ac 2:12-13

a

b.

Some were amazed and perplexed
Others mocked, accusing the apostles of being drunk

C. PETER EXPLAINED WHAT HAPPENED... - Ac 2:14-21
It wastoo early for them to be drunk - Ac 2:14-15
2. Rather, it was afulfillment of Jod’s prophecy - Ac 2:16-21

1.

a

b.

Foundin Joel 2:28-32
In which God promised to pour out of His Spirit on dl flesh

[So wefind alarge gathering of religious people initialy drawn by the miraculous events which occurred
thisday in Jerusdem. Having explained the meaning of the events, Peter immediatdly proceeded with
the first recorded gospel sermon...

II. THE SERMON AND ITS RESPONSE

A. JESUSISPROCLAIMED...

Peter began with the life and miracles of Jesus, with which his audience was well
acquainted - Ac 2:22

Helad the blame of Jesus death a their feet, but said it was in kegping with God's
predetermined plan - Ac 2:23

He declared that God r ai sed Jesus from the dead, and provided three lines of evidence
- Ac2:24-35

1.

2.

a

Thetestimony of David - Ac 2:25-31

1) Who prophesied of the resurrection of God's Anointed - Psa 16:8-11
2) Who could not have been speaking of himsdlf, but of Jesus

--  Thus, thetestimony of Scripture

The testimony of the twelve apostles - Ac 2:32

1) Who had to be eyewitnesses to qualify as apostles - cf. Ac 1:21-26

2) With twelve witnesses, the demands of Scripture were overwhdmingly met (“by the
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.”)

-- Thus, thetestimony of eyewitnesses

The testimony of the Spirit’s outpouring - Ac 3:33-35

1) The outpouring of the Spirit on that day, as evidence of:

a) Chrig’sexdtation to the right hand of God

b) Chrig receiving from the Father the promise of the Spirit
2) And so another prophecy of David was fulfilled - cf. Psa 110:1
-- Thus, the testimony of the day’s events

Findly, Peter reached the climax of his sermon - Ac 2:36

a

b.

The Jesus they crucified, God had made...

1) “Lord” (Ruler of dl - cf. Mt 28:18)

2) “Christ” (The Anointed One prophesied in Scripture)
Thisfact they were to “ know assuredly”
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1) To understand, to accept as fact
2) Tobdievefirmly

B. THE RESPONSE TO PETER’'S SERMON...
1. Thelisteners were convicted - Ac 2:37
a. They were*” cut to the heart”
b. They asked “what shall we do?”
2. Peter replied with commands and a promise - Ac 2:38-39
a. The commandsto repent and be baptized for the remisson of Sns
b. Thepromise of the gift of the Holy Spirit, a promise for “ as many asthe Lord our
God will call”
3. Luke then summarized what followed...
a. Peter continued to offer testimony and exhortation - Ac 2:40
b. Thosewho * gladly received hisword were baptized” - Ac 2:41
c. 3000 soulswere “added” (later, we learn it was the Lord who was adding them to His
church - cf. Ac 2:47)

[With this response to Peter’s sermon, the Lord' s church began in Jerusalem (cf. Ac 2:42). It wasan
amazing day, in which 3000 souls responded to the gospel of Christ. What can be gleaned from this
example of converson?|

I11.AN ANALYS SOF THE CONVERS ON

A. OBSERVATIONS REGARDING PETER'S SERMON...
1. Peter’sfocus was on the Word, not the signs and wonders
a. Hisexplanation of the miraculous was no more than a quotation from Jod
b. Having explained the miraculous, he directed their attention to Jesus
2. Peter’stheme was the resurrection and exdtation of Jesus
a. Hislife and degth they knew
b. It was Hisresurrection and exatation to God' s right hand that he seeks to prove
3. Peter’sobjective: for them to accept Jesus asthelr Lord and Messiah (Christ)

B. OBSERVATIONS REGARDING THE RESPONSE...
1. Thereaction of the peopleis noteworthy: “cut to the heart”
a. Thisshows the power of God' sword to convict - c¢f. Ro 1:16
b. While convicted, not dl people will respond in the same way - cf. Ac 7:54
2. Thereply to ther question (“what shall we do?”) is aso noteworthy
a. Peter commanded them to “ repent”, which was what Jesus expected Him to say - cf.
Lk 24:46-47
b. Peter commanded them to “ be baptized” , which was aso in keeping with what Jesus
commanded the apostles - cf. Mt 28:19; Mk 16:15-16
3. Thepurpose of their baptism was explained: “for the remission of sins’
a Theidentica phrase was used by Jesusin Mt 26:28
b. Hisblood was shed for many “for the remission of sins’
c. Inboth cases, the prepostion “for” means*® with a view toward, in order to”
1) Jesusshed Hisblood in order to provide remission of sins

Conversions In The Book Of Acts 5




Mark A. Copeland

2) Oneisbaptized in order to receive remisson of ans (for in baptism we are
baptized into Christ’s degth - cf. Ro 6:3-6)
4. Thosewho are baptized were promised “ the gift of the Spirit”
a. | takethe gift to be the Spirit Himsdf - cf. Ac 5:32
1) Not something the Spirit gives (such as sdvation or spiritud gifts)
2) All who become Chridtians receive the Spirit - cf. Ga 4:6; 1 Co 12:13
b. The Spiritistherefore” the promise” referredtoin verse 39
1) Who was promised by the Father and received by Christ - Ac 2:33
2) Who was poured out by Christ on the day of Pentecost - Ac 2:33
3) Thus poured out, one can now receive the “ washing of regeneration and
renewal of the Spirit” in baptisam, resulting in judtification - cf. Ti 3:5-7
5. Those who were baptized were “ added” to the church - Ac 2:41,47
a. When oneis baptized (i.e., saved), the Lord adds him or her to His church, whichisHis
body - cf. 1 Co 12:13
b. Baptismistherefore the “door” to the church (in the universd, not local) sense

C. LESSONSFOR TODAY ...
1. When preaching the gospd...
a.  Our focus should be on death, burial, resurrection and exdtation of Jesus Christ - eg.,
1Co2:1-2; 15:1-4
b. The evidence we offer as support should be:
1) Thetestimony of Scripture (e.g., the Old Testament prophecies)
2) Thetestimony of the eyewitnesses (i.e., the gpostles)
c. Our god isfor people to accept the Lordship of Jesus Christ, acknowledging Him
to be the Messiah, God' s Anointed One
2. When people are convicted of sin, and ask “what shall we do?”, we should reply:
a. Bedieveonthe Lord Jesus Chrigt (though not specifically mentioned, it is assumed in the
cdl to “know assuredly...”) - cf. Ac 16:30-31
b. Repent of your sins- cf. Ac 17:30
c. Bebaptized for theremission of sins- cf. Ac 10:48; 22:16
3. Along with remisson of sins, we should tdll of the promise of the Spirit
a. The Spirit' srolein the life of the Chrigian isimportant - 1 Co 6:11; Ro 8:13
b. Whiletherole of the Spirit is often misunderstood, we should not hestate to make
mention of Him as a promise and gift to those who obey God! - Ac 5:32

CONCLUSION

1. With thefirg example of converson, we find Peter faithfully carrying out the commission of his
Lord...
a. To preach the gospel - Mk 16:15
b. To preach repentance and remission of Snsin Hisname- Lk 24:47
c. Toinclude baptism dong with faith as a proper response to the gospel - Mk 16:16
d. To meake disciples by baptizing them - Mt 28:19

2. Isthisthe gospd and response being proclaimed today?
a. Some preach the gospd of hedth and wedlth, with afocus on “signs” and “wonders’, rather
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than on the death, resurrection and exdtation of Chrigt!
b. Somewould tell the lost to Smply “say the Snner’s prayer”, is that what Peter said?

Those who presume to preach in the name of Christ, should be careful to preach as did His gpostles;

those who wish to respond to the grace of God in Chrigt, should be careful to respond as did those who
heard the apostles preach!

Have you responded to the preaching of the gospd in the same manner as did “ The 3000 On
Pentecost” ? Remember...

“...those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three
thousand souls were added to them.” (Acts 2:41)
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ConversionsIn The Book Of Acts
The 2000 At Solomon'’s Por ch (3:1-4:4)

INTRODUCTION

1.

In our previous lesson, we consdered the conversion of “ The 3000 On Pentecost” ...

a. Precipitated by the outpouring of the Spirit - Ac 2:1-21

b. Where Peter proclaimed the resurrection and exdtation of Jesus - Ac 2:22-36

c. Inwhich 3000 souls responded to the gospel commands to repent and be baptized - Ac 2:
37-38

The next example of converdgon in Actsis one often overlooked...

a. Many chatslising examples of conversonsin the Book of Acts do not include it

b. Perhaps becauselittleis said about those converted, other than “ many of those who heard
theword believed” - cf. Ac4:4

But since our purpose includes looking a the sermons which led people to Chrigt, we should
certainly congder...

a. Peter’s second gospel sermon, proclaimed on Solomon' s Porch in the temple court

b. A sermon that led 2000 more people to believe in Jesus Chridt! - cf. Ac 4:4

[Aswe did in the previous study, let’s begin with...]

THE BACKGROUND OF THE CONVERSION

A. PETER AND JOHN HAD GONE TO THE TEMPLE - Ac3:1
1. Chrigtians had been gathering daily in the temple - cf. Ac 2:46
2. Peter and John arrived at the “ hour of prayer, the ninth hour” (3 p.m.)

B. AMAN LAME FROM BIRTH HAD BEEN HEALED - Ac 3:2-8

1. Who was €ft dally at the gate of the temple cdled “ Beautiful” - Ac 3:2-3
a. Toask dmsfrom the people entering the temple
b. Who asked Peter and John for ams

2. Peter heded him in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth - Ac 3:4-8
a. Thelame man expected dms
b. But Peter offered him something much better than siver or gold!
c. Themirace wasimmediate and total!

C. ACROWD HAD GATHERED - Ac3:9-11
1. Drawn by the scene of the man waking, praisng God; one they knew had been lame from
birth - Ac 3:9-10
2. Amazed and wondering, they gathered in the porch called Solomon's - Ac 3:11

[The amilarity to the eventsin Acts 2 should be gpparent. A miraculous event occurs, it attracts the
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attention of the people. As before, Peter uses the opportunity to proclam Jesus...]

II. THE SERMON AND ITS RESPONSE

A. JESUSISPROCLAIMED, ASTHE MIRACLE ISEXPLAINED...
1. Peter explains the true source of the miracle - Ac 3:12-16
a. Itwasnot by the power or godliness of Peter and John themsalves
b. It wasthrough faith in the One whom they killed!
1) God's Servant, Jesus...
a) Whom the God of their fathers had glorified!
b) Whom they had ddlivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate!
-- Cdling Jesus God' s “Servant” may be an dluson to 1 sa 52:13-53:12
2) TheHoaly One, The Jugt, The Prince of Life...
a) Whom they denied, asking for amurderer to be reeased in his stead!
b) Whom God raised from the dead, as seen by witnesses!
-- Cdling Jesus by these terms emphasized His true person and power
c. Itwasthrough faith in His name that the lame man was heded; note...
1) It was Peter and John'sfaith in Jesus, not the lame man sfaith
2) For the lame man had not expected a miracle, but silver or gold
2. Peter acknowledges their ignorance, but sill cals upon them to repent - Ac 3:17-26
a. Herecognizes that they and their rulers acted in ignorance
b. That what happened was...
1) Foretold through God' s prophets
2) Fuifilling God' s predetermined plan - cf. Ac 2:23
c. Yetignoranceis no excuse, 0 they mugt “repent and be converted” - Ac 3:19
d. Several reasonsto so respond are given - Ac 3:19-26
1) That “your sins may be blotted out”
a) Alluding to the ancient practice of erasng mistakes made on papyrus
b) I.e, another way to describe the remisson of sins through Jesus’ blood
2) That “times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord”
a) Hereisapodtive counterpart to the remisson of sns (Stott)
b) God provides more than just remission of sins, but refreshment for our spirits
(Stott)
3) That God “ may send Jesus Christ” (areference to His second coming)
a) Who was preached to them before (via the prophets)
b) Whom heaven must receive until the times of retoration of dl things (of which
the prophets of God had aso spoken)
1] Asan example of the prophets who had spoken, Moses is quoted
2] Others since Samud have likewise told of these days
4) They were“ sons of the prophets, and of the covenant” God made with their
fathers
a) A covenant made with Abraham, to blessthe world in his seed
b) A promisefulfilled by God through His Servant Jesus, WWhom He raised
1] Who was sent by God to blessthem
2] To blessthem by turning them away from their Sns
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B. THE RESPONSE TO PETER’S SERMON...

1. A negdtive response by thereligiousleaders- Ac 4:1-3

a. They were greatly disturbed, because in preaching Jesus, Peter preached the
resurrection of the dead

b. The Sadduceesin particular denied the idea of a bodily resurrection - Ac 23:6-9
c. Sothey had Peter and John placed in custody for trid the next day

2. A poditive response by many who heard - Ac 4:4
a. Many who heard the word * believed”
b. Asmany astwo thousand men accepted the preaching of Peter!

[ The power of the gospel to convict the hearts of men continues to be seen, though with some the effect
appears to be a hardening of their hearts. But as we focus on those who responded, what can we glean
from this example of converson?|

I11.AN ANALYS SOF THE CONVERS ON

A. OBSERVATIONS REGARDING PETER’S SERMON...
1. Agan we note the Christ-centeredness of Peter’s preaching
a. Asin his sarmon on Pentecost
b. While explaining the miracle, he directs their attention to Jesus, not the Sign
2. Agan Peter’s main theme is the resurrection and exdtation of Jesus- Ac 3:13-15
a. TheOnethey killed, God raised from the deed
b. The Onethey killed, God has glorified
3. Yet Peter dso introduces a new eement...
a. Thecoming of Jesus from heaven!
b. Jesusiscoming again! - Ac 3:20-21
4. Thesermon'scdimax isthe cdl to “ repent therefore, and be converted” - Ac 3:19
a. From thiswe learn that repentance and conversion are not same thing
1) Otherwise, Peter was redundant
2) l.e, hewould have been saying “repent and repent”
b. Repent (metanoeo) means “ a change of mind”
1) Truerepentanceis brought on by “godly sorrow” - 2 Co 7:9
2) Such repentance then leads oneto “ salvation” - 2 Co 7:10
--  Thusthey were being cdled to change their minds regarding Jesus and their sinful
ways
c. Wha ismeant by “ be converted” ?
1) TheNKJV and KJV suggest a passive act, but the Greek is aorist active
imperdtive, implying there is something we must do
a) Thekeyideaisto “turn’ or “return’
b) TheNIV has“turn to God” and the NASB has“return”
--  But how does one turn to God?
2) Compare Peter’sword's Ac 3:19 with Ac 2:38
a) “Repent” (Ac 2:38) and “ Repent” (Ac 3:19)
b) “Bebaptized” (Ac 2:38) and “Be converted” (Ac 3:19)
3) Could Peter be referring to baptism when he says “be converted’?
a) When one submits to baptism, they so do with an gpped for a clear conscience
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-cf.1Pe3:21
b) In baptism they are cdling upon the name of the Lord - Ac 22:16
-- Therefore | bdievethe cdl to “turn’ likely involved baptism
5. The blessngs promised are smilar to those found in the first sermon
a. Thereistheforgivenessof ans...
1) Described asthe “remission of sins’ in thefirst sermon - Ac 2:38
2) Described now as having one’ssins“ blotted out” - Ac 3:19
b. Thereisthe postive counterpart to the remisson of sns...
1) Described as“the gift of the Holy Spirit” in the first sermon - Ac 2:38-39
2) Described now as* the times of refreshing...from the presence of the Lord”
-Ac3:19
3) | understand Peter to have reference to the same thing...
a) l.e,the Spirit asagift to the Chrigtian - cf. Ac 5:32; Ga 4.6; Ep 1:13-14
b) Whom Jesus promised as arefreshing blessing - Jn 7:37-39; cf. dso Jn 4:
10-14
6. Inthissermon we find awarning
a. Inthefirst sermon Peter pleaded with the people to “ be saved from this perverse
generation” - Ac 2:40
b. Now we find areason why, with Moses prophecy: “ every soul who will not hear
that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the people’ - Ac 3:23

B. OBSERVATIONS REGARDING THE RESPONSE...
1. Asmentioned in theintroduction, littleissad, other than many “ believed” - Ac 4.4
2. Areweto conclude from this that was dl they did?
a. Didthey not dso “repent”?
b. Did they not dso “turn’?
3. Ithink it fair to conclude that the term “believed” encompassed more than smply an
acceptance of the facts that had been proclaimed
a. Thatitinvolved acomplete reception of the message preached
b. That it included an obedience to whatever conditions had been proclaimed by the
gpostles (such as repentance, turning, baptism)
C. That just asfath was not explicitly mentioned in the first sermon, but isfairly inferred, so
aso with baptism here

C. LESSONSFOR TODAY ...
1. When preaching the gospd...
a. Wemug not lose the Christ-centeredness of our focus
1) That includes preaching his desth, resurrection and glorification
2) That Jesus provides more than just the forgiveness of ain; but as the Prince of
Life, Heisthe source of every spiritud blessing from above - cf. Ep 1:3
3) That preaching Chrigt includes preaching His return from heaven, for He is coming!
b. Theclarion cal of the gospd is one of repentance!
1) Faith and baptism are certainly important, yea, essentia
2) Y&t repentance was the theme of preaching by:
a) Johnthe Baptist - Mt 3:1-2
b) Jesus- Mt 4:17; Lk 13:3,5
Conversions In The Book Of Acts 1
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-- And now by the apostles- Ac 2:38; 3:19; cf. Lk 24:47; Ac 20:21
2. When people respond to the gospel, we should expect to see...
a. A change of mind (repentance), brought about by “ godly sorrow” - cf. 2 Co 7:9-10
b. A changedf life, asthey “turn” from their snsand “turn’” to God - cf. 2 Co 7:11
1) Implied by the word “converted” (turn)
2) A processthat involvesther baptism into Chrigt, in which they dieto Snand riseto
wak in newness of life - cf. Ro 6:3-7
-- All of which can be summarized as having “ believed’!

CONCLUSION

1. With thisexample of converson, Peter continues to fulfill the commission of hisLord...
a. Topreachthe gospd - Mk 16:15-16
b. To preach repentance and remisson of Snsin Hisname - Lk 24:47

2. We saw that not dl responded in the same way ...
a. Yes, 2000 heard the word and believed
b. But some religious people with their preconceived ideas were resistant to the gospel
--  Sadly, many people today reject the gpostolic preaching of the gospel for smilar reasons

| pray that such is not the case with you; that as we study the preaching of the gpostles and the
responses to it, your heart will be open to the Word of God. Especidly to thiskey versein our study:

“ Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,” (Ac 3:19)
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ConversionsIn The Book Of Acts
The Samaritans (8:4-25)

INTRODUCTION

1.

With the preaching of the gospd and its reception by many, the Lord' s church grew rapidly in
Jerusalem...

a

b.

3000 souls were added after the first gospel sermon - Ac 2:41
Following the second sermon, the number grew to about 5000 - Ac 4:4

What was the gospel message that sparked the conversion of so many?

a

b.

One that centered on Jesus Chrigt, proclaming His desth, resurrection, exatation, and eventua

return!

A message that expected the following response from those who heard...

1) Fathin Jesusasboth Lord and Christ - eg., Ac 2:36

2) Repentancefromsn-eg.,, Ac2:38; 3:19

3) Turning to God, with baptism for the remisson of Snsasthefirs sep - eg., Ac 2:38,41;
3:19

Preaching this message was not without controversy...

a

b.

Some took issue with the message of Chridt’s resurrection - Ac 4:1-3

Persecution against the church in Jerusalem became progressively worse

1) Peter and John were & first smply threatened - Ac 4:21

2) Soon after dl the apostles were beaten - Ac 5:40

3) Then Steven was stoned to death - Ac 6:8-7:60

Steven' s degth led to widespread persecution, and the dispersal of many Christians from
Jerusdem - Ac 8:1-4

But as Christians were scattered abroad, so was the gospel of Christ!

a

b.

The Chrigtians went everywhere, “ preaching theword” - Ac 8:5

Among those was the evangdist Philip, whose preaching provides us with two examples of
conversion

1) “The Samaitans” - Ac 8:4-25

2) “The Ethiopian Eunuch’ - Ac 8:26-40

[In this sudy, we shdl examine “ The Samaritans”, whose example of converson and follow-up is one
of the more chalenging ones found in the Acts...]

THE CONVERSION OF THE SAMARITANS

A. PHILIPSMINISTRY AT SAMARIA - Ac8:4-13

1. He preached Christ to them - Ac 8:5
2. Multitudes heeded the things he spoke - Ac 8:6a-12
a. Having heard and seen the miracles which he did
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1) Such ascadting out unclean soirits, heding the pardyzed and lame
2) Though previoudy they had been impressed by a sorcerer named Simon

b. Now they believed Philip as he preached about the kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus Christ

c. They were baptized, both men and women

3. Even Simon the sorcerer was converted - Ac 8:13
a. Hetoo bdieved and was baptized
b. He continued with Philip, amazed a the miracles and signs Philip was doing

B. THE FOLLOW-UP BY PETER AND JOHN - Ac 8:14-25

1. The gpostles sent Peter and John upon hearing of the conversion of the Samaritans - Ac
8:14

2. Peter and John imparted the Spirit to the Samaritans - Ac 8:15-17
a.  While the Samaritans had been baptized, they had not received the Spirit
b. Through prayer and the laying on of the gpostles hands, they received the Spirit

3. This power to impart the Spirit becomes a sumbling block for Simon - Ac 8:18-24
a. Hesought to buy the ability to impart the Spirit - Ac 8:18-19
b. Peter rebukes him strongly, and calls upon him to repent - Ac 8:20-23
Cc. Simon asks Peter to pray for him - Ac 8:24

4. Peter and John preach the gospd in many villagesin Samariaon ther return to Jerusdlem
- Ac8:25

[The example of the Samaritans’ isredly quite remarkable, and for severd reasons. Thisisthefirs
preaching of the gospel to those not fully Jews (Samaritans were haf-breeds, and disdained by most
Jaws, cf. Jn 4:9). But dso because of the questions that are raised, some of which | hope to address
as| offer...]

II. SOME OBSERVATIONS

A. CONCERNING THE CONVERSION OF THE SAMARITANS...
1. The gospe message preached by Philip
a. Wearetold that he preached “ Christ” - Ac 8:5
1) Thisundoubtedly included Chrigt’ s degth, resurrection, etc.
2) l.e, the samethings Peter preached about Christin Acts2 and 3
b. Wearetold that he preached “ the things concerning the kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ” - Ac 8:12
1) Wha things concerning “ the kingdom of God” ?
a) John, Jesus, and the gpostles had earlier taught the kingdom was “a hand” - cf.
Mt 3:1; 4:17; 10:7
b) Later, Paul and John wrote of the kingdom as present - Co 1:13; Re 1:9
-- Astheexpression “kingdom of God” literaly meansthe “reign of God”, it is
likely that Philip spoke of the rule and reign of God now present in the Person
of His Son Jesus Chrigt - cf. Mt 28:18; Ac 2:36; 5:31
2) What things concerning “ the name of Jesus Christ” ?
a) Mog likdy that repentance and remission of Snswere now being proclamed in
Hisname- Lk 24.47
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b) And from the response of the Samaritans, we conclude that included whatever
Jesus commanded - cf. Ac 8:12with Mk 16:16
2. Theresponse of the Samaritans

a. Notefirg that they “ heeded the things spoken by Philip’, implying obedience on
their part - Ac 8:6; cf. He 5:9

b. Later we aretold that they “believed” and “were baptized” - Ac 8:12
1) Like Peter, Philip fathfully fulfilled the Lord's commission - Mk 16:15-16
2) Heeding the things spoken by Philip therefore included baptism

B. CONCERNING THE CONVERSION OF SIMON THE SORCERER...
1. Was Smon truly converted?
a. Many deny that he was, because of what soon happened afterward
b. But Luke (the author) says Simon “ also believed’
1) l.e, hebdieved just asthe others did
2) Therefore hisfaith was just asred asthe rest of the Samaritans
c. While there may be many fanciful traditions concerning Simon outside of the Bible, the
indication of Scriptureisthat his converson was sncere
2. Simon is an example of how falen Chrigtians can be restored...
a Hewastoldto“repent” and “pray” - Ac 8:22
b. When aChrigtian sins, therefore, he needs not to be baptized again, but to repent and
pray, confessng hissns- cf. 1 Jn 1.9
-- Simon reveds how quickly Chrigtians can be overtaken in sin, but dso how they can obtain
forgiveness and be restored!

C. CONCERNING THE FOLLOW-UP BY PETER AND JOHN...
1. Many questions are raised by what we read...
a. Why isit tha the Samaritan' s received baptism by Philip, but not the Spirit?
b. What doesit mean “that they might receive the Holy Spirit”?
c. What did the apostles have that Philip did not?
-- Thechdlengeisto reconcile what we read here with what is revedled e sewhere
2. Asl seek to undergtand this passage, the following observations are made...
a. Whatever Luke meant to “receive the Holy Spirit” ...
1) It required the apostles laying on of hands
a) Philip could not impart it, making it necessary for the gposties to come
b) Simon could see that it was through the apostles laying on of hands the Spirit
was given - Ac 8:18
2) It wassomething visble
a) It caught Smorn s attention, who sought to buy the ability to impart it
b) It was clearly something miraculous (perhaps speeking in tongues)
-- Butwasit actudly the Spirit Himsdlf, or something the Spirit gives?
b. Elsewhere we learn that one receives the Spirit upon obedience to the Gospd
1) Asindicaedin Ac 2:38; 5:32; 1 Co 12:13; Ep 1:13-14; Ga 4:6
2) Whoseindwelling is necessary to being a Chrigtian - Ro 8:9-11
--  Since the Samaritans had been baptized (Ac 8:12,16), | believeit isfar to assume
that they had recaived the Spirit Himsdlf as any Chrigtian would
3. Thereforel offer the following explanation...
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a. Theexpresson “receive the Holy Spirit” isametonymy for recelving amiraculous
gift from the Spirit
1) Metonymy - A figure of speech in which oneword or phrase is substituted for
another with which it is closely associated
2) E.g., asin Washington for the United States government or of the sword for
military power
--  What the Samaritans had not received, then, were any miraculous spiritud gifts that
the Spirit bestowed - cf. 1 Co 12:1-11
b. The gpodtles had the ability to impart spiritud gifts
1) Paul hoped to impart such a gift to the Romans-Ro 1:11
2) Hehad imparted such agift to Timothy -2 Ti 1.6
c. Theahility to impart spiritud gifts was limited to the apodtles, which explains:
1) Why Philip could perform miracles, but not pass the ability on to others
a) The gpostles had laid hands on him eerlier - cf. Ac 6:5-6
b) Like Steven, Philip could then do miracles - cf. Ac 6:7; 8:6-7
2) Why it was necessary for Peter and John to come
a) If soiritud gifts came smply by praying, why send for Peter and John?
b) It took an gpostle for the spiritud giftsto be imparted
d. Itwasthisability to impart spiritud gifts that Smon wanted to buy!
1) Hewas not content to receive a spiritud gift
2) Hewanted that gpostalic ability to impart spiritud gifts - Ac 8:19

CONCLUSION

1. The converson of the Samaritansis Smple and raightforward...
a. Welearn that when Christ is preached, believed, and heeded, people will be baptized - cf. Ac
8:5-6,12
b. What wereadin verse 12 isas Smple and direct as the commisson under which Philip
preached (“ He that believes and is baptized shall be saved”’, Mk 16:16)

2. Thefollow-up of the Samaritans may be chdlenging...
a. It has been described as one of the most extraordinary passagesin Acts
1) It has been used to teach dl sorts of conflicting doctrine related to confirmation,
sanctification, and spiritud gifts
2) We must be careful not to draw conclusions that are contrary to the rest of the Scriptures
b. But we can Hill glean important lessons concerning conversion
1) Conversion requires that one “heed” (obey) the Word of God
2) Such obedience involves believing and being baptized
3) Converson does not remove the temptation to Sin
4) When wefal, restoration does not require re-baptism, but repentance and prayer

In our next study, we shdl follow Philip asheisled by the Spirit to teach just oneindividud, a queeni's
treasurer who is on hisway home from ajourney to Jerusdem...
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Conversonsin The Book Of Acts
The Ethiopian Eunuch (8:26-40)

INTRODUCTION

1. The conversonswe have noted so far have involved large numbers of people...
a. The 3000 at Pentecost - Ac 2:1-41
b. The 2000 on Solomon's Porch - Ac 3:1-4:4
c. Themultitudesin Samaria- Ac 8:5-13

2. Ineach case, the gospel message was basically the same...
a. Chrigisproclamed
b. Responses cdled for included faith, repentance and baptism

3. Now we have the opportunity to examine the conversion of just one person...
a. A queen streasurer, aeunuch from Ethiopia
b. A very rdigious man, who had traveled a great distance to worship God

4. With the account of the conversion of “ The Ethiopian Eunuch” ...
a. Wenot only have the opportunity to confirm what we have dready |earned
b. We can dso glean afew more points regarding Biblical conversons

[Let’'s sart with areading and review of the basic facts related to this conversion...]

|. THE CONVERSON OF THE ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH

A. PHILIPISSENT TO THE EUNUCH - Ac 8:26-29
1. Anangd of the Lord tdls Philip to go toward Gaza- Ac 8:26
2. Ontheway thereisaman gtting in his chariot - Ac 8:27-28
a. A eunuch of Ethiopia, in charge of the treasury of Queen Candace
b. Returning home from having gone to worship in Jerusalem
c. Reading from the prophet Isaiah
3. The Spirit tells Philip to overtake the chariot - Ac 8:29

B. PHILIP PREACHESJESUSTO HIM - Ac 8:30-35
1. Hearing the eunuch reading Isaiah, Philip asksif he understands - Ac 8:30
2. Theeunuch asks Philip to hep him - Ac 8:31-34
a. Heexpresses aneed for someone to guide him, and invites Philip to Sit with him
b. The scripture under considerationis1sa 53:7-8
1) Which speaks of one led as a sheep to the daughter
2) Which describes one whose life is taken from the earth
c. Theeunuch asksif Isaiah was spesking of himsdlf, or of someone else
3. Beginning with that Scripture, Philip preaches Jesusto him - Ac 8:35
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C. THE EUNUCH ISBAPTIZED - Ac 8:36-40
1. The eunuch expresses a desire to be baptized - Ac 8:36-37

a

b.
C.

Seeing some water dong the way, he wonders what would hinder him from being
baptized

Philip repliesthet if he believeswith dl his heart, he may

The eunuch confesses hisfaith in Jesus as the Son of God

2. Philip baptizes the eunuch - Ac 8:38-40

a

b
c
d.
e

Stopping the chariot, both Philip and the eunuch go down into the water

. Philip then baptizeshim
. When they come up out of the water, the Spirit catches Philip away

Though seeing Philip no more, the eunuch goes on hisway rgoicing
Philip isfound at Azotus, and continues preaching in the cities until he arrives a
Caesarea

[One might properly wonder why the Spirit saw it fit to lead L uke to spend so much time describing the
conversion of just one person. Clearly there must be important lessons or principles that we can glean
from this higtorica account.

With that in mind, let me offer..]

II. SOME OBSERVATIONS

A. CONCERNING PROSPECTSFOR THE GOSPEL...
1. TheEthiopian eunuch was avery religious man

a

b.

He had traveled a great distance to worship in Jerusdem
He was reading from the Scriptures when Philip found him

2. Infact, most examples of conversonsinvolved very devout people

a

b.

The 3000 at Pentecost, who had traveled to observe the feast day
Later, we will study the conversions of such people as.

1) Paul, the Pharisee zedlous for the Law

2) Corndius, the devout Gentile who feared God and prayed dways
3) Lydia, awoman who met every Sabbath to pray with others

3. From thiswe can glean the following...

a

b.

C.

Just because one is religious does not mean they are saved!

Religious people are often good prospects for the gospd!!

1) They dready fear God and respect His authority

2) Assuch, they amply need to be shown “the way of God more accurately’ - cf.
Ac 18:26

Those who are truly seeking God' s will, will one day have an opportunity to hear the

gospd and obey it!

--  Thisdoes not discount the fact that rank sinners are often receptive (cf. the Corinthians,
1 Co0 6:9-11), but good people are usualy more open to the Word

B. CONCERNING WHAT IT MEANSTO PREACH JESUS...
1. Fromlsaiah's* quotation” (Isa52:13-53:11), we know it involves teaching:

a

How Jesus died for our sins - ¢f. 1 Co 15:1-3
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b. How Jesus has been exdted by God - cf. Ac 2:36; 3:13; 5:30-31
2. Fromthe Eunuch's “question” (Ac 8:36), we know it includes stressing:
a. Theimportance of baptism
1) Why did the eunuch ask, “ What hinders me from being baptized?”
2) Perhaps because Philip told him...
a) What the Lord had said - Mk 16:15-16
b) The purpose of baptism, as expressed by Peter and Paul - Ac 2:38; Ro 6:3-4;
1Pe3:21
-- Aswe have seen and will see, baptism is the expected response when one believes
in Jesus
b. Theimmediacy of baptism
1) Why did the eunuch asked to be baptized right then (* See, here iswater.”)?
2) Perhaps because baptism's purpose is such that one does not want to delay
a) Itis“for theremission of sins’ - Ac 2:38
b) Itistohaveone’ sdns®washed away’ - Ac 22:16
c) Itisan apped for aclear conscience- 1 Pe 3:21
-- Indeed, in every example of converson found in Acts, people were baptized
immediately, after just one lesson!
3. From Philip’s “ qualification” (Ac 8:37), we know it requires explaning:
a  Thenecessty of faith in Jesus
1) Onemus believein Jesus asthe Son of God - Jn 8:24; 20:30-31
2) Without faith, God won't do Hiswork in our baptism - cf. Co 2:12
b. Thenecesdty of whole-heartednessin our faith
1) God has always required whole-heartedness - cf. Mt 22:37
2) Without it, even those saved are in danger of fdling away - cf. He 3:12-14
-- Unless*you believe with all your heart”, you are not a proper subject for baptism!

C. CONCERNING BAPTISM...
1. We seethat baptism involves water
a. When the eunuch was baptized...
1) “...both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water” - Ac 8:38
2) “..hebaptized him” - Ac 8:38
3) “...they came up out of the water” - Ac 8:39
b. Later, we seethe same truth expressed by Peter - cf. Ac 10:47-48
2. We seethat baptism involves aburid in water
a.  Both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water - Ac 8:38
1) If sorinkling satisfies the meaning of baptism, it seems srange that Philip would need
to go down into the water
2) Why get wet, when dl he needed to do was get a handful of water?
b. Baptism means “to immerse’, and such requires the baptizer to get in the water with the
one being baptized
c. Later, Paul describes baptism asa“burid” - cf. Ro 6:3-4; Co 2:12
3. Weseethat baptism isNOT apublic confesson of one’ sfaith
a. Some say that the purpose of baptism isto publicly confess one’sfath in Chrigt
1) Especidly those who deny tha baptism isfor the remisson of sns
2) Seeking to provide areason for baptism, they offer this as an dternative
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3) But the Bible nowhere saysthisis the purpose for baptism!
b. If the purpose of baptism is to publicly confess one’ sfaith...
1) Why did Philip baptize the eunuch?
a) Therewas no one ese around to witness the baptism
b) They weredl donein the desert
2) Why didn't Philip answer the eunuchi s question differently?
a) Hewanted to know what would hinder him from being baptized
b) If baptism isapublic confesson of one’ s faith, we would expect Philip to say he
must wait until they get to town, find achurch, etc.
c. But the purpose of baptism is such that it can be done...
1) Inpublicorin private
2) With thousands present, or with just the one doing the baptizing
-- Later, we will seethat the conversion of the Philippian Jaillor o involved abaptism in
relative privecy

CONCLUSION

1. Withthe converson of “ The Ethiopian Eunuch”, we are impressed with smplicity of salvation...
a. With asmple presentation of the gospdl, one can be saved after just one lesson
b. Whether it is preached to large crowds or to just one person, the gospel isindeed God' s power
to save! - cf. Ro 1:16

2. When the gospel of Jesusistruly preached...

a. Thedeath of Jesusfor our sinswill be stressed

b. Theimportance of baptism as commanded by Jesus will be mentioned as well
1) Such that people will want to know “what hinders me from being baptized?”
2) Such that people will want to baptized immediatdy

c. The purpose of baptism will be properly understood, knowing that one can be baptized in
private just aswel asin public

d. The necessity for awholehearted faith in Jesus will be emphasized, otherwise one smply gets
wet in baptiam!

Was your converson anything like that of “ The Ethiopian Eunuch”? When someone * preached
Jesus’ to you, were you compelled to ask:

“See, hereiswater. What hinders me from being baptized?” - Acts 8:36

If not, have you considered why not? Could it be that the gospel of Jesus Christ was not shared with
you initsfullness..?
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Conversonsin The Book Of Acts
Saul Of Tarsus (9:1-19; 22:6-16; 26:12-18)

INTRODUCTION

1. Fromtheconverson of “ The Ethiopian Eunuch”, we now turn our attention to what is perhaps
the most famous of conversionsin the New Testament...
a. The converson of Saul of Tarsus, chief persecutor of the early church - Ac 8:1,3; 9:1-2
b. Who became Paul the gpostle (Ac 13:9), arecipient himsdf of much persecution for the cause
of Chrigt - cf. 2 Co 11:23-28
-- Whose converson stands as a powerful testimony to the resurrection of Jesus Christ

2. There are actualy three records of his conversonin The Book of Acts...
a Ac9:1-19 - where Luke describes it as it happened
b. Ac 22:6-16 - where Paul recounts his conversion before alarge crowd
C. Ac 26:12-18 - where Paul defends himself before King Agrippa

3. From the example of the converson of * Saul of Tarsus” ...
a. Wefind not only a powerful testimony to the resurrection of Jesus Christ
b. But dso more evidence concerning the nature of conversons asthey are reveded in Acts

4. For example...
a. When was Saul (Paul) saved?
1) Wasit on theroad to Damascus, when the Lord appeared to him?
2) Orwasit in Damascus, a some point after he arrived there?
b. How was Saul (Paul) saved?
1) Through sayingasnner’s prayer?
2) Or by being baptized?

[Such questions can be answered by a careful consideration of Biblica evidence. Let’s begin then with
areview of the evidence provided by dl three accounts of Saul’ s conversion...]

I. AHARMONY OF THE CONVERSION OF SAUL

A. SAUL WASON HISWAY TO DAMASCUS...
1. To persecute more Chrigtians - Ac 9:1-2; 22:4-5; 26:9-11
2. When alight shone around him from heaven - Ac 9:3; 22:6; 26:12-13
3. When avoice began to speak to him in Hebrew...
a. ldentifying itsdf asthe voice of Jesus- Ac 9:4-5; 22:7-9; 26:14-15
b. JesusthentelsSaul...
1) Why He has appeared to him - Ac 26:16-18
2) Togo onto Damascus, where...
a) Hewill betold “what you must do” - Ac 9:6
b) Hewill betold “all things which are appointed for you to do” - Ac 22:10
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B. SAUL ARRIVESIN DAMASCUS...
1. Led by the hand, having been blinded by thelight - Ac 9:8; 22:11
2. For three days, he neither eats nor drinks - Ac 9:9

C. THE LORD SENDSANANIASTO SAUL ...
1. ThelLord appearsto Ananiasin avison, and tellshim to go to Saul - Ac 9:10-16
2. Ananias goesto Saul, and...
a. Hashisgght restored - Ac 9:17-18a; 22:12-13
b. Istold why the Lord appeared to him and how he will be awitness of what he has seen
- Ac22:14-15
c. Istold to be baptized and wash away his sins, calling upon the name of the Lord - Ac
22:16; cf. 9:18b

D. HISCONVERSION COMPLETE, SAUL BEGINSHISWORK ...
1. Preaching immediatdy in Damascus - Ac 9:20
2. Andlaer in Jerusdem, Judea, and to the Gentiles - Ac 26:19-20

[As mentioned previoudy, the conversion of Saul is a powerful testimony to the resurrection of Jesus
Chrigt. What other reasonable explanation can be given for the drastic change from “ chief
persecutor” of the Chrigtian faith to “ chief proclamator” of the Chrigian faith?

But the conversion of Saul isdso vauable for the indghts we can glean into the process of converson.
With that in mind, dlow meto share..]

II. SOME OBSERVATIONS

A. CONCERNING “WHEN” SAUL WASSAVED...
1. Itisoften stated that Saul was saved on the road to Damascus
a. When the Lord appeared to him
b. That hisconverson took place a that moment
2. Saul not saved until after he arrived in Damascus
a. Note that while on the road, the Lord said it would be in Damascus where he would be
told “ what you must do” - Ac 9:6
b. In Damascus, Ananiastold him to “ wash away your sins’ - Ac 22:16
1) At tha point, Saul was dill in hissnd
2) l.e, hewasdtill not saved!
-- Whilein one sense he was indeed “converted” on the road (his view of Jesus certainly
changed), conversion in the sense of salvation did not occur then

B. CONCERNING “HOW” SAUL WAS SAVED...
1. From the gatement of Ananiasin Ac 22:16 (to wash away hissns), we learn that:
a.  Saul was not saved by virtue of the vison on the road
b. Saul was not saved by virtue of the prayers and fasting he had offered for three days
-cf. Ac9:9,11
2. Saul was saved when hissinswere “ washed away” - Ac 22:16
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a. Which occurred after spending three days in Damascus
b. Which occurred when he was baptized to wash away his sind
--  Thisconcurs with what Peter said about the purpose of baptismin Ac 2:38

C. CONCERNING BAPTISM AND CALLING UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD...

1. After quoting Jod who wrote of calling upon the name of the Lord to be saved (Ac 2:21),
Peter told his crowd to be baptized - Ac 2:38

2. Now Ananias commands Saul to be baptized, “ calling upon the name of the Lord”

- Ac22:16

As Peter wrote, baptism saves us, and is an appeal for aclear conscience - 1 Pe 3:21

4. Inbaptism, then...
a Weare*“calling upon the name of the Lord”
b. We are gpopeding to God by the authority of His Son Jesus to forgive our Sns

5. While we can certainly pray as we are being baptized, baptism itsdf is a prayer (an apped)
to God for aclear consciencel

w

CONCLUSION

1. From the converson of Saul we learn that one is not saved by...
a. Visonsof the Lord (who could have avison more impressive than Saul’ s?)
b. Saying the anner’s prayer (Saul had been praying and fasting for three dayd!)

2. Inkeeping with what we have seen dready, one is saved when...
a. They are baptized for the remission of their Sns- Ac 2:38
b. They are baptized to have their Sns “washed awvay” - Ac 22:16

3. Of course, we learn from Paul’ s discourse in Romans 6 that the smplerite of baptism is efficacious
because in baptism...
a. Weare baptized into Christ’s death - Ro 6:3-4
b. We are united with Chrigt in the likeness of His death - Ro 6:5
c. Weare crucified with Chrigt, and our body of snisdone avay - Ro 6:6
d. Wedieto sn, and are therefore freed from sin- Ro 6:7

4. In hiscommentary on Ro 6:3, Martin Luther wrote:
“Baptism has been instituted that it should lead usto the blessings (of this
death) and through such death to eternal life. Thereforel T ISNECESSARY
that we should be baptized into Jesus Christ and Hisdeath.” (Commentary On
Romans, Kregd Publications, p. 101)
And 0 we sy, as did Ananias, to anyone who has yet to be baptized for the remission of their ans...

“ And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”
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Conversonsin The Book Of Acts
Cornelius And HisHousehold (10:1-48;11:1-18)

INTRODUCTION

1. Upto thispoaint, the gospe had been somewhat limited in its outreach...
a. It had spread throughout Judea, Gdlilee and Samaria- Ac 9:31
b. But other than the Samaritans (who were hdf Jewish), it had only gone to the Jews

2. With the converson of “ Cornelius And HisHousehold” the first Gentiles are saved...
a. A converson noted not only because they were the first Gentiles
b. But dso because of the miraculous events that precipitated the converson
1) Anangd gppearing to Corndius
2) Peter’svison, followed by the Spirit’ singruction
3) The Spirit faling upon Corndius, his family, and dose friends
4) Corndiusand his household spesking in tongues

3. Asinthe case of Saul of Tarsus, we have more than just one account of the conversion...
a. ThereisLuke s description - Ac 10:1-48
b. ThereisPeter’sdescription, as heis caled to defend hisactions- Ac 11:1-18

4. Important questions are raised as we congder the events of this converson...
a. Exactly when did the Spirit fal upon Cornelius and his company?
b. What was the purpose of the Spirit falling upon them?
c. Werethey saved when the Spirit came upon them, or later when they were baptized?

[These are some of the questions | intend to answer as we examine the conversion of “ Cornelius And
HisHousehold”. Since we have two accounts, let’ s consder them together as start with...]

I. AHARMONY OF THE CONVERS ON OF CORNELIUSAND HISHOUSEHOLD

A. THE ANGEL APPEARSTO CORNELIUS...
1. Corndius, acenturion, is described as very rdigious- Ac 10:1-2
2. Theangd appearsto him - Ac 10:3-6
a.  With an announcement that his prayers and ams have been noticed by God
b. Withingructionsto send for Peter; please note:
1) Theangd sad, “Hewill tell you what you must do.” - Ac 10:6
2) AsPeter recountsit, “...who will tell you words by which you and all your
household will be saved.” - Ac 11:14
3. Corndius then sends two servants and a devout soldier to Peter - Ac 10:7-8

B. PETER HASA VISION...
1. Whilethe three men are traveling toward Peter, he hasavison - Ac 10:9-16; 11:4-10
a. Itinvolvesasheet descending from heaven, containing al sorts of cregtures
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b. A voicetels Peter to “kill and eat”

c. Peter objects, for he has never eaten anything common or unclean

d. Thevoicetdlshim, “What God has cleansed you must not call common.”
2. Threetimesthevisonis repeated

C. THESPIRIT TELLSPETER TO GO WITH THE MESSENGERS...
1. The men from Cornelius arrive as Peter contemplatesthevison- Ac 10:17-18; 11:11
2. The Spirit tells Peter to go, “ doubting nothing, for | have sent them” - Ac
10:19-20; 11:12
3. Peter recaives the men and takes sx with him as they go to Corndius- Ac 10:21-23;
11:12

D. PETER ARRIVESAT CORNELIUS HOUSE...

1. Corndius has gathered hisfamily and close friends - Ac 10:24

2. Peter deflects attempts by Corndlius to worship him - Ac 10:25-26

3. Peter explains his presence aviolation of Jewish custom, but now understands | should
not call any man common or unclean” - Ac 10:27-28

4. Asked by Peter to explain why he was caled, Cornelius recounts the appearance and
ingructions of the angd - Ac 10:29-32; 11:13-14

5. Cornelius and his household were ready “ to hear all things command you by God”
- Ac10:33

E. ASPETER BEGINSTO SPEAK, THE SPIRIT FALLSUPON THE LISTENERS...

1. Atthispoint, we need to carefully note the actua sequence of events

2. Luke srecord gives atention given to the sermon first, and then the Spirit coming upon the
Gentiles- cf. Ac 10:34-44
a. But Lukedso saysthat “while Peter was still speaking...the Holy Spirit fell”
b. From thiswe do not exactly when the Spirit fell
c. It could have been a the beginning, in the middle, toward the end, of his sermon

3. Peter, however, explained what happened “ in order from the beginning” - Ac 11:4
a. He describes the events as they happened
b. Hesays"as| began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them” - Ac 11:15

4. Sowe learn from Peter that the Spirit actudly came upon the Gentiles at the beginning of
the sermon!

5. With the Spirit faling upon the Gentiles, they begin soesking with tongues, which amazed
Peter and his Jewish companions - Ac 10:45-46; cf. Ac 2:4,6,8,11

F. PETER'SSERMON TO THE HOUSEHOLD OF CORNELIUS...

1. Hebeginswith afull perception that God shows no partidity - Ac 10:34-35
a. A perception started with the vison of the sheet and unclean beasts
b. A perception continued with the Spirit’ s instruction to go with the messengers
C. A perception made clear with the Spirit faling upon the Gentiles- Ac 11:15-17

2. Peter then proceeds to proclam Jesus Christ - Ac 10:36-43
a. AsLord who was anointed with the Holy Spirit and power - Ac 10:36-38
b. Who waskilled, but then raised from the dead and seen by eyewitnesses who knew

Himwdl - Ac 10:39-41
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c. Who has commanded the apostles to proclaim Him as ordained by God to be the Judge
of the living and dead - Ac 10:42
d. Through Whom remission of ansis offered to those who bdieve - Ac 10:43

G. PETER COMMANDSTHEM TO BE BAPTIZED...

1.

2.

How could anyone forbid water to those who had received the Spirit just as the gpostles
did?- Ac 10:47; cf. 11:17-18

So Cornelius and his household were commanded to be baptized in the name of the Lord
- Ac10:48

[ The events surrounding this converson are certainly remarkable. They evidently were intended to
convey important truths. Aswe endeavor to glean what those truths were, here are some...|

II. OBSERVATIONS REGARDING THISCONVERSION

A. RELIGIOUSPEOPLE NEED TO BE SAVED...

1.

3.

Many people believe that if you are religious, you will be saved

a. That if you go to church, do good, €tc., you have a hope of heaven
b. That you will have earned the right to enter heaven

Y et, though Corndius was a man who...

a. Wasadevout man

b . Feared God with hiswhole family

c. Gavedmsgeneroudy

d. Prayedto God aways

...he il needed to be told “ words by which you and all your household will be
saved”

Clearly, being religious isn't what saves you (it’ s the blood of Chrigt!)

B. THE GOSPEL ISFOR ALL...

1.
2.

Peter perceived that God is no respecter of persons - Ac 10:34-35
Indeed, God desiresthat ALL men be saved - ¢f. Jn 3:16; 1 Ti 2:3-6; 2 Pe 3:9

-- Therefore He has not predestined some to be saved and others lost!

C. THE PURPOSE OF THE SPIRIT FALLING...

1.

2.

3.

Some presume that the purpose was to save Cornelius and his family

a. That therefore they were saved before obeying the command to be baptized

b. But the Spirit came upon them as Peter “ began to speak” , before they could hear
words by which they could be saved! - cf. Ac 11:14-15

The purpose of the Spirit can be gleaned from the following:

a. Theeffect it had on the Jewish brethren who were present, and Peter’ s response
- Ac 10:45-47

b. The reaction of the Jewish brethren in Jerusalem when Peter told them what happened
-Ac11:17-18

c. Peter’sexplanation at the council held later in Jerusdem - Ac 15:7-11

The purpose of the Spirit falling on them was therefore to show Jewish brethren...

a. That God was no respecter of persons- Ac 10:34-35
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b. That God was willing to grant them opportunity to repent and have life- Ac 11:18
c. That Gentiles could be saved in the same way as Jews...

1) By faith, repentance, and baptism - Ac 15:9,11; cf. 2:38 with 10:48

2) Which faith comes through hearing the word of God - Ro 10:17

D. THE POINT AT WHICH CORNELIUSWAS SAVED...
1. Remember that Corndius wastold to send for Peter, who would tell him:
a. “what you must do.” - Ac 10:6
b. “wordsby which you...shall be saved.” - Ac 11:14
2. Fromthis, and from what we have dready seen in other conversons...
a. Corndiuswas not saved until he heard the “words’ (i.e., after sermon)
b. Corndiuswas not saved until he obeyed what he was told to do
c. What were the words he was told to do?
1) Certainly they weretold to believe, asimplied in Ac 10:43
2) Clearly they weretold to be baptized, as commanded in Ac 10:48
3. Thus Corndius and his household were not saved until they “believed and were baptized”!
- cf. Mk 16:16; Ac 8:12,13

CONCLUSION

1. Sowhile miraculous events surrounded the converson of “ Cornelius And His Household” , their
sdvation was no different from what we have aready seen...
a. They heard the gospd of Jesus Christ
b. They were taught to believe and be baptized
-- Thusthey were saved “ in the same manner” asdl those previoudy

2. AsPder sad a the council, it is“ through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ” that both
Gentiles and Jews are saved - cf. Ac 15:11
a. Weare saved by grace, not works - cf. Ep 2:5,8; Ti 3:4-5
b. Foritisnot enough to berdigious..
1) Who could be more religious than Cornelius?
2) Or even the 3000 at Pentecodt, or the Ethiopian eunuch?

3. The grace of God which saves does require a response, however...
a. A response of faith - Ac 10:43
b. A faithin Jesusthat comes by hearing the gospd - Ac 10:42
c. A fathwhich expressesitsdf in obedience - cf. He 5:9
1) E.g., repentance and baptism - cf. Ac 2:38; 3:19; 10:48
2) Not asworks of merit, but as acts of faith by which one receives God' s grace

Those of us who are not descended from Isragl can rgoice in what God reveaed with the conversion of
“Cornelius And HisHousehold”. As properly concluded by the Jewish brethren in Jerusdem:

“...God has also granted to the Gentiles repentanceto life.” (Ac 11:16)

Have you taken advantage of this wonderful gift, by responding to the gospe of Jesus Chrigt?
Conversions In The Book Of Acts 27




Mark A. Copeland

Conversonsin The Book Of Acts
Two Households At Philippi (16:6-34)

INTRODUCTION

1. With the converson of Corndlius, we were introduced to an event that was not uncommon in the
early church...
a. A dtuation where an entire family, or household, was converted
b. We havethree smilar casesrecorded in Acts
1) Theconverson of Lydiaand her household - Ac 16:15
2) The converson of the Philippian jaler and his household - Ac 16:33-34
3) Theconverson of Crispus and his household - Ac 18:8

2. Such households likely consisted of both family and servants...
a. Cornelius sent two of his household servantsto Peter - Ac 10:7
b. He had gathered his family aswell asfriendsto hear Peter - Ac 10:24,33
--  Some wonder whether such families included infants as well, and if so, were they were baptized
too

3. Asthegospe spread to Europe, the first two examples of conversion involved “ Two Households
At Philippi”
a.  With the converson of Lydia- Ac 16:11-15
b. With the converson of the Philippian Jaller - Ac 16:25-40

[As we continue our study in the book of Acts, we shdl examine both of these examplesin this sudy, to
glean whatever we can about converson, including the issue of “infant baptisnt’. Let’sfirst congder...]

|. THE CONVERSION OF LYDIA AND HER HOUSEHOLD

A. PRECIPITATEDBY “THE MACEDONIAN CALL"...
1. Paul and histraveling companions had been making their way through modern day Turkey,
with the Spirit limiting their options - Ac 16:6-8
2. Paul hasavison of aman of Macedonian pleading, “ Come over to Macedonia and help
us’ - Ac16:9
3. Taking thevison asasign that the Lord wanted them to go there, they travel to Philippi (a
chief city of Macedonia) - Ac 16:10-12

B. LYDIA AND HER HOUSEHOLD ARE BAPTIZED...
1. Paul and his companions go down to the riverside on the Sabbath - Ac 16:13
a. It wasPaul’s custom to find a synagogue and on the Sabbath to reason with Jews about
Chrigt - cf. Ac17:1-3
b. Evidently there were not that many Jews in Philippi, and no synagogue
c. But a least there were some Jewish women who met at the river to pray
2. Paul spesksto them, and Lydia heeded hisword - Ac 16:14
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a  Shewas evidently a successful business woman, yet one who worshipped God
1) Her nameis Greek, perhaps a convert to Judaism
2) From Thyatira, she was SHler of purple dye
b. ThelLord" opened her heart” to heed the things spoken by Paul
1) Inwhat way the Lord opened her heart is not specificaly stated
2) But shehad “ heard” what Paul was speaking (cf. Ac 16:13c, 14a), and we know
that “ faith comes by hearing the word of God” - Ro 10:17
3) Through the gospe, then, one’s heart can be opened to be receptive
c. Shewasreceptive enough “ to heed the things spoken by Paul”
1) l.e, todo or obey whatever Paul had said
2) We can infer from what follows that it included baptism
3. Lydiaand her household are baptized - Ac 16:15

C. SOME OBSERVATIONS...
1. Once agan we see things gleaned from earlier examples of converson
a) Vevy religious people are being receptive to the gospel - cf. Ac 2,3,8,9,10
b) Baptism occurs immediately, after hearing just one lesson - Ac 2,8,10
2. Inbegging Paul and his companionsto stay with her, she asks“ I you have judged me to
be faithful to the Lord...”
a) Wha evidence was there to determine whether she was faithful ?
b) Atthe very leadt, there was her willingness to be baptized!
3. Did her “household” include infants?
a. Proponents of infant baptism often gpped to the example of a*household” being
baptized as evidence of infant baptism in the early church
b. They say itisplausble to assume infants were present, but is that the case here?
1) Lydiawas abusinessvoman, with no mention of a husband
2) Shewasfrom Thyatira, possbly in Philippi only on business
c. Wecanjud aseasly assume that her household was made up of servants, or at the
least, children old enough to travel
--  The burden of proof rests upon those seeking to support infant baptism, and the
evidence in this case amply is't there

[From the example of one who was evidently a truth-seeker, we now turn to the conversion of one who
appears to have “sumbled” onto the gospd....]

II. THE CONVERSION OF THE PHILIPPIAN JAILER AND HISHOUSEHOLD

A. PRECIPITATED BY THE ARREST OF PAUL AND SILAS...
1. Paul exorcises aspirit of divination from adave girl - Ac 16:16-18
2. Her masters have Paul and Silas beaten and imprisoned - Ac 16:19-24

B. THE PHILIPPIAN JAILER AND HISHOUSEHOLD ARE BAPTIZED...
1. Eventsleading up to thejaler’s conversion - Ac 16:25-29
a. Paul and Slasare singing in prison a midnight, with others ligening
b. An earthquake shakes |oose the doors and everyone’ s chans
c. Thejaller, fearing prisoners having escaped, is about to commit suicide
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Heis stopped by Paul, who reassures him that al the prisoners are present
Trembling, he fals down before Paul and Silas

2. Theconverson of thejaller and his household - Ac 16:30-34

a
b.

Heasks, “ Sirs, what must | do to be saved”

Paul responds, “ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you
and your household’

Paul then proceeds to speak the word of the Lord to him and those in his house

In the same hour of the night, the jailer washes the stripes of Paul and Silas, and is
baptized dong with dl hisfamily

He then brings Paul and Silas into his home, feeds them, and rgoices that he and his
family have believed in God

C. SOME OBSERVATIONS...
1. Thisexample of conversion does not teach sdvation by “faith only”

a

d.

It is common for some people to Smply note ver ses 30-31

1) They offer this verse as containing the whole plan of salvation

2) Denying therefore the necessity of baptism

Of course, this verse says nothing about repentance, confessing Jesus, etc., which the

Bible requires esawhere - cf. Ac 3:19; 17:30; Ro 10:9-10

The context of ver ses 30-31 must be taken into consideration

1) Savaion requiresfath, soitisnaturd that would be the firg thing to tell someone
who asks“ What must | do to be saved?”

2) Without faith, one is not a suitable subject for baptism - cf. Ac 8:36-37

3) Having established the necessity of faith, Paul proceeded to spesk “the word of
the Lord to him and to all who werein hishouse.” - Ac 16:32
a) Though not mentioned, would this not have included the need to repent?
b) What is mentioned, though, is that they were baptized immediatdy!
-- Clearly the“word of the Lord” included baptism - Mk 16:16

4) Itisnot until after he and hisfamily were baptized, that L uke describes them as
“having believed in God with all household” - Ac 16:34

Taken out of context, one might use ver ses 30-31 to teach salvation does not involve

baptism, but in the context it certainly gppearsto play a sgnificant role!

2. Thisexample of conversion reveds something about the “purpose”’ of baptism

a

b.

Contrary to the doctrine of many churches, the purpose of baptism is not to make a
public professon of one’sfaith

Aswe saw in the converson of the Ethiopian eunuch, baptism can occur when thereis
only the baptizer and the baptizee - Ac 8:36-38

In this case, afamily is baptized in the wee hours of the morning (after midnight, in the
same hour) - Ac 16:25,33

The purpose of baptism ishinted at by the fact...

1) It wasdoneimmediately, even in the pre-dawn hour

2) It was done whether in private or public

This example of conversion is consstent with the purpose expressed...

1) By Peter (“for theremission of sins’) - Ac 2:36

2) By Ananias (“wash away your sins’) - Ac 22:16

-- Assuch, you don't delay, and it doesn't matter if donein private!
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3. Thisexample of converson provides no evidence of infant baptism
a. Again, some gpped to the mention of “household” to infer infants were included in the
baptism
b. Yetthetext datesthat:
1) Paul “spoke the word of the Lord...toall who werein hishouse”, implying
that al were able to listen and understand what was said - Ac 16:32
2) Thejaler rgoiced, “ having believed in God with all his household’; i.e.,
everyone bdieved, implying the ability of dl to believe what they heard - Ac 16:34
c. Thereisnothing here to preclude what we have dready concluded as necessary
requirements to be a subject qudified for baptism:
1) Repentance - Ac 2:38
2) Wholehearted faith - Ac 8:37
--  Both of which infants are incgpable

CONCLUSION

1. Withthe converson of “ Two Households At Philippi”, awonderful church was born...
a. Thechurch at Philippi, to which the epigtle to the Philippians was written
b. A congregation that supported the gpostle Paul and the preaching of the gospel throughout
Macedonia and into Achaia- Ph 1:3-5; 4:15-16
c. A congregation that was mindful of Paul even toward the end of hislife, ashe awaited trid in
Rome - Ph 4:10,14,17-18
-- Never underestimate the effect of the gospd in the life of afamily!

2. Theconverdon of “ Two Households At Philippi” areilludrative of what Jesus taught in two

parables...

a “TheHidden Treasure” (Mt 13:44) depicts one who stumbles onto the truth; the Philippian
jailer was such aperson

b. “ThePearl Of Great Price” (Mt 13:45-46) depicts one who is searching for the truth; Lydia
of Thyatirawas certainly seeking to please God

--  What isimportant to noteis that the Lord knew such people existed a Philippi (cf. the
“Macedonian Cdl”), and saw to it that they had an opportunity to hear the gospe

Wheat kind of person are you? Whether you are one who has been on alifelong search for truth, or
have smply stumbled across the gospel, are you willing to dlow God to open your heart through the
gospe and heed the word of the Lord?

Only God knows, but perhaps you will save not only yourself, but your whole family ...
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ConversionsIn The Book Of Acts
The Athenians (17:16-34)

INTRODUCTION

1. Our next example of conversion is another one often overlooked...
a. Itisthe converson of the Athenians, two of whom are specificaly mention by name
b. Yetthey are usudly not listed in charts showing examples of converson
c. Agan, it likey because littleis said, other than that they “ believed” - Ac 17:34

2. But our purposein this seriesisto adso congder the sermons which led people to Chrigt...
a. Inthiscase we have aremarkable by sermon by the gpostle Paul
b. A sermon proclaimed not to Jews or even Gentile God-fearers (like Corndlius), but to pagan
philosophers and polytheists

3. Soour focusin thislesson will be more on the sermon itsdlf, with attention to...
a.  How Paul addressed those who did not know the God of |sradl
b. Thethemes Paul addressed in this sermon

[We begin our study with alook at...]

. THE SETTING OF THE SERMON

A. PAUL HAD JUST ARRIVED IN ATHENS...
1. Following a hasty departure from Berea- Ac 17:13-15
2. Provoked by the idolatry rampant in the city, he began preaching a every opportunity - Ac
17:16-17
a. Reasoning in the synagogues with the Jews and Gentile worshipers
b. Reasoning daily with any who happened to be in marketplace

B. HEATTRACTED THE ATTENTION OF SOME PHILOSOPHERS...
1. Inparticular, certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers- Ac 17:18
a. Some of which viewed him as a proclaimer of foreign gods
b. Because Paul was preaching of Jesus and the resurrection
2. They bring him to the Areopagus and invite him to spesk - Ac 17:19-21
a. A rocky hill about 370 feet high, not far from the Acropolis and the Agora
(marketplace) in Athens - Holman Bible Dictionary
b. AsLukeexplans, it was a place where Athenians and vigtors spent their time
discussing any new idea or thing that came dong
c. Not having heard of the doctrine of Chrigt, they wanted to know more

[With such an invitation, you can imagine that Paul was ddlighted to accommodate them...]

II. PAUL’SSERMON AT THE AREOPAGUS
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A. THETHEME: THE GOD THEY DO NOT KNOW...

1.

2.

Acknowledging their rdigious devotion, he makes mention of one dtar in particular - Ac 17:
22-23a

a. Andta with theinscription: “To The Unknown God”

b. Sodevout, they sought to worship agod they did not know

He uses this as an opportunity to preach concerning the True God they did not know! - Ac
17:23b

B. THE MAIN POINTS...

1.

God isthe creator of theuniverse- Ac17:24
a. Hemadetheworld, Heis Lord of heaven and earth
b. Assuch, He does not dwell in temples made with hands - cf. 1 Kin 8:22-30
God isthesustainer of life- Ac 17:25
a. Hegivestodl lifetheir breath and what they need - ¢f. Ja 1:17
b. Therefore God is not worshipped as though He needsiit
God istheruler of all the nations- Ac 17:26-27
a. He has created every nation and determined their rise and fall - Dan 2:20-21; 4:17
b. Everything isdesigned to prompt men to seek God, who is not far from any of us
God isthe Father of mankind - Ac 17:28-29
a. From God we come; and in Him we live, move, and have our very being
b. Therefore we should not think that God is like any idol of gold, slver or stone
God isthe Judge of theworld - Ac 17:30-31
a. What ignorance He may have overlooked in the past, such is no longer the case
b. Henow commands al men everywhere to repent
c. Why? Because of the coming Judgment, in which...
a.  God will judge the world in righteousness
b. God will judge the world through Jesus Christ - Jn 5:22,26-27; 12:48
d. Asproof such will occur, God has raised Jesus from the dead
Thefive points are from John Stott’s book, The Spirit, The Church, And The World

C. THE RESPONSE...

1.

2.

The mention of the resurrection provoked aresponse - Ac 17:32

a.  Some mocked (to many philosophers, the idea of abodily resurrection is foolishness)
b. Otherswere more cordid, offering to listen again a another time

But as Paul |eft, somejoined him and believed - Ac 17:33-34

a.  Specificdly mentioned are Dionysus the Areopagite, and Damaris, a woman

b. Othersaso joined Paul and believed

[11.SOME OBSERVATIONS

A. OBSERVATIONS REGARDING PAUL’S SERMON...

1.

Paul used tact - Ac 17:22-23

a. Heacknowledges their spiritudity, though misdirected

b. We should not hesitate to acknowledge the devotion one might have; if in error, our
task isto explain “ the way of God more accurately’ - e.g., Ac 18:24-26
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2. Paul began with the present spiritual condition of hisaudience - Ac 17:23-27
a. They believed in supreme beings, but didn't know the True God
b. With the Jews he began with the Law, with the Gentiles he began with the nature of
God; we too should take into congderation where oneis spiritualy
3. Paul made use of an accepted authority - Ac 17:28-29
a. He quotesfrom one of their own prophets to make his point
b. When appropriate, we can gpped to an uninspired authority accepted by others
4. Paul led hisaudienceto the main themes of the gospel - Ac 17:30-31;
a.  Such asthe need to repent, the coming Judgment - cf. 2:38; 3:19
b. Soour ultimate god in preaching should be the gospel message
5. Paul used theresurrection of Jesus asthe ultimate proof - Ac 17:31
a.  God has given assurance of the coming Judgment by raising Jesus
b. Indeed, if Jesustruly did rise from the dead, it is proof of:
1) The existence of God
2) Thetruthfulness of dl of Jesus’ dams
3) Theredity of Sn, judgment, and the need to repent
c. Thisiswhy we need to develop a strong apologetic for the resurrection of Jesus

B. OBSERVATIONS REGARDING THE RESPONSE...
1. Peopleresponded in three different ways - Ac 17:32-34
a.  Some mocked what they heard
b. Some put off making a decison until later
c. Some decided to follow with Paul and believed
--  Since we have no promise of tomorrow, the only safe courseisthe last!
2. Of those who responded favorably, it isonly said that they “ believed” - Ac 17:34
a. Areweto conclude from thisthat was dl they did?
b. Didthey not dso “repent”, ascommanded in Ac 17:30?
c. Theterm “believed” encompassed more than smply an acceptance of the facts that had
been proclaimed
1) Itinvolved acomplete reception of the message preached
2) Itincluded an obedience to whatever conditions had been proclaimed by the
apostles (such as repentance, baptism)
d. Jug asfath was not explicitly mentioned in Acts 2, or repentancein Acts 16, but
isfairly inferred from what we know other passages, so dso with baptism here
1) “Thereis, indeed, much to be said for the contention, independently
advocated by theologians of varied schools, that in the New Testament
faith and baptism are viewed asinsepar ables whenever the subject of
Chridtian initiation isunder discussion, sothat if oneisreferred to, the
other ispresupposed, even if not mentioned.” - G. R. Beadey-Murray,
Baptism In The New Testament, p. 272
2) “Baptism and faith are but the outsde and insde of the same thing” - James
Denny (as quoted by Beadey-Murray, ibid.)
3) “Wherebaptism is spoken of faith is presumed, and wherefaith is spoken
of baptism isincluded in the thought” - N. J. Engelsen (as quoted by Beedey-
Murray, ibid.)
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CONCLUSION

1. Whether Jew or Gentile, philosopher or smpleton, the gospel of Chrigt isfor dl...
a. Wherewe begin may vary with the spiritual condition of our audience
b. Where we end must dways be the same:
1) Proclaming the redity of sin, judgment, and the need for repentance
2) With Jesus asthe only way to salvation!

2. When one becomes convicted of their sinful condition and their need for Jesus, the proper response
should also be the same no matter who we are...
a. Fathin Jesus asthe Son of God, who died for our sins and was raised from the dead, whom
we are willing to confess before men
b. Repentancefrom &n
d. Baptisminto Chrid for the forgiveness of sns through His blood
One’ s reaction to the gospd will dways be one of three ways:.
+ Reection (“some mocked”)
+ Reluctance (“others sad, ‘we will hear you again on this matter’”)

+ Reception (*somemenjoined him and believed”)

In Athens, people such as Dionysius and Damaris exemplified the proper response; are you willing to
imitate their example?
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ConversionsIn The Book Of Acts
The Corinthians (18:1-11)

INTRODUCTION

1. Following hislimited success at Athens, Paul went to nearby Corinth...
a.  Aneconomic center of Greece, known for itsimmoradity
b. It became an important focus of Paul’s ministry
1) Where he sayed ayear and a hdf on his second missonary journey
2) Where he visted once and possibly twice on histhird journey
c. A well-known church was established, the recipient of at least two episties by Paul

2. The establishment of the church isdescribed in Ac 18:1-11 in which we read of ...
a. Paul’swork inthelocd synagogue
b. The converson of many Corinthians, induding the ruler of the synagogue

3. Weds0 read something about their conversonin 1 Co 1:14-17...
a.  Where Paul expresses thanks for persondly baptizing just afew of the Corinthians
b. Inwhich some have concluded that Paul was declaring the non-essentidity of baptism

4. Inthissudy we shdl examine the converson of “ The Corinthians” ...
a.  Once agan, to glean what we can about the gospel’ s message and response
b. To determine whether Paul was actudly demeaning the importance of baptism in his epistle to
the Corinthians

[Turningto Ac 18:1-11, let’ sreview Luke s account of...]

|. THE CONVERSION OF THE CORINTHIANS

A. PAUL’'SARRIVAL IN CORINTH...
1. Hemeetsup with Aquilaand Priscilla- Ac 18:1-2
2. Of the same trade (tentmakers), Paul stays with them - Ac 18:3

B. PAUL’'SMINISTRY AT CORINTH...
1. Hegoesto the synagogue, aswas hiscustom - Ac 18:4; cf. 17:1-3
a. He*“reasons’ with the people, as he did with...
1) Thosea Thessdonica- cf. Ac 17:2
2) Thosea Athens- Ac 17:17
3) Those at Ephesus- Ac 18:19; 19:8-9
4) Fdix the governor - Ac 24:25
5) Festus and Agrippa- Ac 26:25
-- The gospd is designed to gpped to the mind aswell asthe heart!
b. He“persuades’ both Jews and Greeks...
1) Ashedid a Thessdonica- Ac 17:4

Conversions In The Book Of Acts 36



5.

Mark A. Copeland

2) Ashedid a Ephesus- Ac 19:8
3) Ashe came close to doing with King Agrippa- Ac 26:28
-- Agan, the gospd appedls to the reasoning processes of the mind
When Silas and Timothy arrive, Paul is congtrained to preach even more - Ac 18:5
a. He*“testified” to the Jawsthat Jesusisthe Chrigt - cf. Ac 20:21,24; 23:11; 28:23
b. Such testimony likdy involved:
1) Using the Messanic prophecies of the Old Testament - Ac 17:2-3
2) Hiseyewitnesstestimony as an gpodtle - cf. Ac 26:16
Regection by some of the Jews sends him to the Gentiles- Ac 18:6-7
a Judasitdida Antioch of Pigdia - Ac 13:45-46
b. In Corinth, Paul has only to go next door, to the home of Justus
The gospd bearsfruit in Corinth - Ac 18:8
a. Crispus, ruler of the synagogue, believes with dl his household - ¢f. 1 Co 1:14
b. Many of the Corinthians believe and are baptized
Encouraged by the Lord in avison, Paul staysfor ayear and ahdf - Ac 18:9-11

[With Luke s description, we see asmilarity with what we have read before. Upon hearing the gospd,
those persuaded both believe and are baptized (cf. Ac 8:12; 18:8). Thisis certainly in kegping with the
commission of our Lord (cf. Mk 16:15-16).

But often people will use Paul’scommentsin 1 Co 1:14-17 to say that baptism has nothing to do with
converson (savation). Isthat true? Let'stake acloselook at...]

. PAUL'SCOMMENTSTO THE CORINTHIANS

A.

THE CONTEXT...

1.
2.

3.

The church at Corinth was badly divided - 1 Co 1:10-11

People were aligning themselves as followers of different men (perhaps based upon who
baptized them) - 1 Co 1:12-13

Paul illustrates the absurdity of calling themselves after men with severd rhetorica questions
a “IsChrist divided?”

b. “WasPaul crucified for you?”

c. “Wereyou baptized in the name of Paul?’

--  Theimplied answer to each question was*“ No!”

But notice what eseisimplied by each question...

a Chrigisnot divided

b. Itwas Chrigt (not some man) who was crucified for you

C. You were baptized, not in the name of some man, but in the name of Chridt!

So the context itsdf implieswhat weread in Ac 18:8 (“...many of the Corinthians,
hearing, believed and were baptized.”)

. PAUL’SCOMMENTS...
1.

“| thank God that | baptized none of you except...” -1 Co 1:14

a. Paul should be understood in light of the context

b. Since some of the Corinthians were dividing over who may have baptized them,
Paul was grateful that he had not per sonally baptized many of them
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C. Hisreason?
1) Not because he did not consider baptism important
2) But asshedaeshimsdf: “...lest anyone should say that | had baptized in my
own name.” -1Co 1:15
d. The Corinthians had been baptized - cf. Ac 18:8; 1 Co 1:13
1) Asareault of Paul’s preaching, by the way
2) But not many by Paul persondly, for which he was later thankful!
2. “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel...” - 1 Co 1:17
a. Areweto understand Paul to say that he did not preach baptism?
1) Clearly hedid to Lydiaand the Philippian jailor - Ac 16:14-15; 32-33
2) Clearly hedid to the Corinthians- Ac 18:8
3) Hetaught baptism as the means by which one puts on Christ - Ga 3:27
4) He taught baptism as the means by which onediesto Sn-Ro 6:1-7
b. Rather, we are to understand that Paul was emphasizing his function as gpostle
1) Hewas sent to preach the gospd (which includes the command to be baptized
- Mk 16:15-16)
2) Itwasnot his primary function to perform the baptisms of those who responded to
the gospd!!
a) Though hedidinsomecases-1Co 1:14,16
b) But he was often accompanied by others (e.g., Slas, Timothy, Luke), and they
were likely the ones to handle the physicd act of immerang people
3) Inview of what later occurred at Corinth, he is smply thankful that his involvement
in the act of baptizing others was rather limited
--  Such was the point of Paul’s comments, and they should not be understood as Paul
demeaning the vaue or place of baptism in the process of conversion!

CONCLUSION

1. Theconversonof “The Corinthians’ confirms what we have seen in previous examples of
conversonsin the book of Acts...
a. Thegospd concerning Jesus as the Christ (Messiah) was proclaimed
b. Those “persuaded” by the gospel message believed and were baptized immediately

2. Theconversonof “The Corinthians’ aso stands out because of the impact the gospel had in their
lives...
a. Asmentioned, the city of Corinth was known for itsimmordity
b. Many of the members of the church had lived immord lives- cf. 1 Co 6:9-11a
c. Yet through their faith and obedience to the gospel of Christ, Paul could write:

“But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Co 6:11)

Such is the power of the gospel of Chrigt to the obedient believer. Have you been “washed”,
“sanctified”, and “judtified’? Let the conversonsin the book of Acts show you how!.)
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Conversonsin The Book Of Acts
The Twelve Disciples Of John (19:1-10)

INTRODUCTION

1.

In our survey of “ConversionsIn The Book of Acts”, we have consder the following examples
of conversion...

T STQ@ "o oo

The 3000 on Pentecost - Ac 2:1-41

The 2000 at Solomon's Porch - Ac 3:1-4:4

The Samaritans - Ac 8:4-25

The Ethiopian Eunuch - Ac 8:26-40

Saul Of Tarsus- Ac 9:1-19; 22:6-16; 26:12-18
Corndius And His Household - Ac 10:1-48; 11:1-18
Two Households At Philippi - Ac 16:6-34

The Athenians- Ac 17:16-34

The Corinthians- Ac 18:1-11

There were others that we might have considered, but did not...

S0 Q0T

Those at Antioch of Syria- Ac 11:19-21

Sargius Paulus on theidand of Paphos - Ac 13:4-12

Those at Antioch of Figdia- Ac 13:13-48

Those a Iconium, Lystraand Derbe - Ac 14:1-20

Those a Thessalonicaand Berea- Ac 17:1-12

And Apoallos, who was taught by Aquila and Priscilla- Ac 18:24-28

3. But in the examples we consdered, | made the following observations:

a

The gospel message was one that focused on Jesus...

1) Who died for our Sns

2) Who wasraised from the dead

3) Whoishboth Lord and Chrigt, returning again one day to judge the world

That the response expected of those who heard was one of ...

1) Fathin Jesusasthe Chrig, the son of God (which included confessing thet faith)
2) Repentance of one’sgns

3) Baptism for the remisson of Sns

4. Before we conclude this series, | wish to examine one more case of converson...

a

b.

It isthe last example of conversion in Acts (with the possible of exception of somein the
audience when Paul spoke at Rome - Ac 28:23-24)
It isunique for severd reasons, one of which isthat describes a“re-baptisn’

[I am referring to “ The Twelve Disciples Of John”, recorded in Ac 19:1-10. Aswe begin this
study, let’s review the Biblicd record...]

THE CONVERS ON OF TWELVE “DISCIPLES’
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A. PAUL'SARRIVAL IN EPHESUS...
1. Hehad just started histhird journey - Ac 18:22-23
2. Attheend of his second journey, he had made aquick stop a Ephesus - Ac 18:19-21
3. Trueto hisword, he returned to Ephesus- Ac 19:1

B. PAUL MEETSTWELVE “DISCIPLES" ...
1. Hefindssome*“disciples’, who were twelve in number - Ac 19:1b,7
2. Upon quegtioning, he learns they were disciples of John the Baptist - Ac 19:2-3
a. Heasked them if they had received the Holy Spirit when they believed
1) Asexplanedinthe converson of “ The Samaritans” (Ac 8:4-25), | believe the
phrase “ receive the Holy Spirit” to be ametonymy for recelving a miraculous gift
from the Sairit
2) Asan gpodle, Paul had the ability to impart spiritud gifts-Ro 1:11; 2 Ti 1:6
3) Assuming the “disciples’ to have been baptized into Christ, he desired to give them
gifts from the Spirit (such as the gifts of tongues and prophesy, cf. 1 Co 12:10)
b. Ther immediae answer sparks another question from Paul
1) They had not heard about a Holy Spirit
a) They mugt not have known much of John's own teaching, for he taught
concerning the Holy Spirit - cf. Mt 3:11
b) They clearly could not have been properly baptized into Chrig, for itisa
baptism into the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit! - cf. Mt 28:19
2) SoPaul inquiresinto their baptism
a) Helearnsthat it was John's baptism
b) Some have suggested that these 12 may have been converted by Apollos
before Apollos himsdf learned the truth - cf. Ac 18:24-25

C. THETWELVE ARE “RE-BAPTIZED” ...

1. Paul explainsthat while John did teach a baptism of repentance, he directed people to
believe on Jesus who would come after him - Ac 19:4

2. Thetweve are then baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus- Ac 19:5
a. Thiswould be the baptism commanded by Jesus - Mt 28:18-20
b. And the baptism expected of al would-be disciples of Jesus- Ac 2:38; 22:16

3. Following their baptism, Paul laid hands on them and the Spirit imparted gifts of tongues and
prophesy - Ac 19:6-7

[Such was the beginning of avery successful period for the gospel (cf. Ac 19:8-10). Again we see
what was considered the norma response of one who wished to become adisciple of Jesus (faith and

baptism).

The exampleof “ The Twelve Disciples Of John” does raise an interesting question concerning
“re-baptism’: Under what circumstances should one be “baptized” again? Here are some
thoughts regarding this question...]

II. IS*RE-BAPTISM” EVER NECESSARY?
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A. OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING THE TWELVE DISCIPLES...
1. They had been previoudy “baptized’
2. Their baptism, however, was lacking in some way
a. Eventhough it wasimmerson
b. Eventhoughit was*®for theremission of sins’ - Mk 1:4
c. But baptism was not in the name of Jesus- Ac 2:38; 10:48; 19:5
1) Thatis by Hisauthority
2) Which would have been a baptism into the name of the Father, the Holy Spirit, and
the Son - Mt 28:19
3. Becausetheir firg baptism lacked an essential element, “re-baptism’” was necessary!
-- May we not conclude that if an earlier baptism lacks some essentid dement, then

“re-baptism’ is necessary?

B. WHEN “RE-BAPTISM” ISAPPROPRIATE...
1. Therearefour “essentid dements’ of Bible baptism
a. Theproper mode: aburid (immerson) - Ro 6:3; Co 2:12
b. The proper authority: inthe name of Chrigt - Ac 19:5
c. The proper purpose: remisson of Sns- Ac 2:38; 22:16
d. The proper subject: penitent believer - Ac 2:38; 8:37; Mk 16:16
2. When one of these “essential elements’ was lacking, “re-baptism” was commanded
a InAc19:1-5, the proper authority waslacking
b. Even though their previous baptism had the right mode, pur pose, and subject
3. Some cases where “re-baptism” would seem gppropriate
a. If wewere baptized by sprinkling or pouring, for the proper mode isimmersion
b. If wewere baptized by the authority of anyone other than Jesus, for the proper
authority is Jesus Chrigt
c. If wewere baptized as a public confession faith (thinking that we were dready
saved), for the proper purposeisthe remisson of sins
d. If wewere baptized but were not penitent believers, for a proper subject is one who
believes “with dl their heart”
1) E.g., whenoneisbaptized just because their friends are doing it
2) E.g., Becausether spouse, fiancé, or parents are pressuring them to do it (and they
do it to please them, not God)
4. But let me be sureto darify:
a. When oneis baptized because their “firs” baptism lacked an essentia element...
1) Itisnotredly “re-baptism!”
2) Forinthe drictest sense, that person isfindly being baptized scripturdly for
the fir st timel
b. When one has been scripturdly baptized once...
1) Thereisnever aneed to be baptized again!
2) For once we have clothed ourselves with Chrigt in baptism:
a) Theblood of Christ continualy cleanses us of our Sins
b) Aswerepent and confess our snsto God in prayer - Ac 8:22; 1.Jn 1.9

CONCLUSION
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1. Theexampleof “ The Twelve Disciples Of John” certainly illustrates that one can...
a. Berdigious
b. Have undergone some baptisma experience
...and gill not be atrue disciple of Jesus Christ!

2. One can rest assured that they are atrue disciple of Jesus when their baptism had...
a. Theright mode - immerson
b. Theright authority- Jesus Christ
c. Theright purpose - remission of Sns
d. Theright subject - penitent believer
-- Lacking any of these“ essential elements”, one should consider being baptized again in
order to“ makeyour calling and eection sure”

3. If wededreto truly bethe disciples of Jesus Chrigt, then let’s be sure...
a. We proclaim the pure gospd of Jesus Chrigt, as preached by His gpostlesin the first century
b. We persondly have responded to that gospel in the same manner as those who heard the good
news preached in its purity and amplicity

| pray that this study, “ Conversionsn The Book Of Acts” has been beneficia toward that end.
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