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The Revelation to John
Author: John the Apostle • 96 A.D.

Revelation is the unfolding of God’s will in 
prophecy. Revelation 1:3 urges its readers to hear 
and keep it, and so it was mainly for the immediate 
use of the Christians who were reading it and being 
comforted by it in the first century.

Revelation is apocalyptic, rich with symbolism 
and figures. In fact, it was written in a code revealed 
in the Old Testament language. Revelation was 
written as it is so that the persecutors of the era 
could not understand it while the suffering people of 
God could.

The theme of the book is stated in 17:14: “These 
shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 
overcome them: for he is Lord of lords and king of 
kings: and they that are with him are called, and 
chosen, and faithful.” This statement and this book 
are intended as a consolation to the suffering 
Christian in the late first century. Jesus is portrayed 
throughout the book as the Victor and Conqueror. He 
overcomes hades, death, the beasts, the dragon and 
those who worship the beast. Although victory 
seems uncertain and conditions seem gloomy, the 
saints will overcome.

Revelation was likely written by John when 
Domitian ruled Rome between 81-96 A.D., 
specifically around 95. Persecution was widespread 
in this era and included Caesar worship. Domitian was a wicked, cold-blooded persecutor who 
demanded to be addressed as “Lord God.” Those who refused to bow to him were persecuted or killed. 

The Christian had to choose Caesar 
or Jesus. Revelation sought to show 
why the choice should be Jesus. There 
is much evidence from man’s history, 
especially from Eusebius’s 
Ecclesiastical History, that leads to 
this late dating for the Revelation. 
Some argue it was written during 
Nero’s reign and predicts the  fall of 
Jerusalem.

The Preterist View makes all 
symbols related only to the events of 
the day in which Revelation was 
written. The imagery of the seals and 
trumpets and bowls of wrath depicted 
events in Domitian’s empire and have 
no place in the future. All have been 
fulfilled and the book has only 
literary interest today.

The Historical View holds that Revelation outlines in symbolic form the entire course of history 
from Pentecost to the return of Christ. The symbols predict every great event that has occurred.

The Futurist View advocates that Revelation is dealing with only future events at the end of the 
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world. Futurists are literalists and millennialists. Revelation means literally what is said and the 
events of chapters 4-19 will transpire over a seven year period called “The Rapture.”

The Spiritual View finds no reference to specific events or persons of the past, present or future, but 
only presents great principles to guide Christians throughout all ages. The Preterist View is the closest 
to accuracy.



Lesson 1: Preface
Revelation 1:1-20

1. (Introduction) What was the great universal concern of our brethren in the late first century?

•Persecution at the hands of the wicked Roman emperor.

2. What role does Revelation play in the lives of early brethren?

•It comforts them and encourages them to remain faithful for their redemption was coming soon.

3. What role does the Revelation play in our lives today?

•It comforts us as well to know that Christ and his faithful will triumph and be rewarded.

4. Does the Revelation foretell a coming millennial kingdom on earth in which Jesus will reign from 
Jerusalem?

•No.

5. (1:1-3) What is the significance of “signified” in verse 1?

•The message of Revelation is encoded in a series of symbols and should not be taken literally.

6. What is the importance of the phrase “shortly take place” in verse 1 and “the time is near” in verse 
3?

•The prophecy in Revelation would not be fulfilled in a far distant time, but quite soon.

7. (1:4-6) To whom does John address his comments? Why is this significant?

•He writes to the seven churches of Asia, facing intense persecution. This is significant because his 
words must have immediate application to their lives if they are to read, hear and keep them.

8. How is Jesus the firstborn from the dead (1 Cor. 15:20)?

•He was the first to be resurrected, never to die bodily again.

9. (1:7-11) The image of the Lord coming in the clouds is a recycled metaphor from the Old Testament. 
To whose judgment does this phrase refer in Isaiah 19:1? To whose in Ezekiel 38:16? Could the coming 
here in Revelation also be a temporal judgment worked by human hands?

•Egypt in Isaiah and Judah in Ezekiel. Here, it is Rome

10. (1:7-11) The image of the Lord coming in the clouds is a recycled metaphor from the Old Testament. 
To whose judgment does this phrase refer in Isaiah 19:1? To whose in Ezekiel 38:16? Could the coming 
here in Revelation also be a temporal judgment worked by human hands?

•Egypt in Isaiah and Judah in Ezekiel. Here, it is Rome

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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11. (1:12-17) This passage describes what John saw when the Lord began to speak to him. How did John 
react to this appearance (verse 17)? How did Ezekiel react when God spoke (Ezek. 1:28, 3:23)?

•John fell at his feet, as dead. Ezekiel reacted similarly by falling on his face.

12. Without going into each detail, what does the overall appearance of the Lord reflect?
•His glory and magnificence.

13. What is represented by the seven stars? What is signified by the seven lamp stands?
•The stars are the messengers of the churches; the lamp stands are the churches themselves.

14. The fate of the soul after physical death is of great concern to most everyone. How does Jesus 
reassure them about eternity?
•He claims to have the keys of Hades and Death.

15. According to 1 Corinthians 15:50-57, what will happen to the dead when Jesus returns? What will 
happen to the power of death?
•They will be resurrected and given incorruptible bodies. The power of death will be swallowed up in 
the victory of the faithful.

16. Is the final judgment under consideration in Revelation’s central theme, though? Refer again to 
1:3—when will this prophecy be fulfilled?
•No. The time is near for the Lord to come in judgment on Rome, but not on the whole word as John 
writes.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 2: The Seven Churches
Revelation 2:1-29

1. To summarize the seven letters, read each passage and fill in the blanks of the chart:
 
CHURCH COMMENDATION CRITICISM
Ephesus labor, patience, intolerance left first love
Rev. 2:1-7 of evil, proven false teachers

Smyrna works, perseverance, none
Rev. 2:8-11 richness of spirit

Pergamos works, faithfulness false doctrines
Rev. 2:12-17 of Balaam and

Nicolaitans

Thyatira works, love, service, tolerance of a
Rev. 2:18-29 faith, growth Jezebel

2. (2:1-7) What does it mean to have left one’s first love?

•They had lost the zeal for Christ they once had.

3. What is signified by eating of the tree of life in paradise?

•This is the great reward, eternal life.

4. (2:8-11) What does it mean to be in poverty, but still be rich?

•They had little in monetary means, but their spirits were wealthy as they accepted the blessings of 
faith.

5. (2:12-17) What terrifying event had taken place in Pergamos?

•Antipas had been martyred there.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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6. What two false doctrines were upheld in Pergamos? What does this passage teach generally 
regarding tolerance of error?

•Balaam and the Nicolaitans. Error should not be tolerated.

7. (2:18-29) Although Jezebel is likely symbolic for this person or movement, what was the result in the 
church at Thyatira?

•Sexual immorality and offense of conscience.

8. Verse 27 is quoted from Psalm 2. Far from a millennial promise of dictatorship for Christians, it 
describes the gospel era and the rule of the Lord. According to Acts 13:32, what event fulfilled Psalm 
2:7?

•The resurrection of Jesus that ushered in the gospel era and a kingdom that encompassed all the 
nations, Jew and Gentile.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 3: The Seven Churches (B)
Revelation 3:1-22

1. To summarize the seven letters, read each passage and fill in the blanks of the chart:
 
CHURCH COMMENDATION CRITICISM

Sardis none, though some have good name
Rev. 3:1-6 kept faith but dead in

reality

Philadelphia works, perseverance none
Rev. 3:7-13

Laodicea none lukewarm
Rev. 3:14-22

2. (3:1-6) What was the problem with Sardis?

•They had a reputation for life that they did not deserve.

3. What would happen to those there who did not rediscover their zeal?

•Their names would be blotted out of the book of life.

4. (3:7-13) According to verse 11, how is the Lord planning to come? Would 1900 years and counting 
fulfill this promise to a beleaguered and anxious people?

•Quickly. No.

5. Would it harmonize with other scriptures if the sinners were worshiping the saints?

•No, they will be worshiping God at the saints’ feet.

6. (3:14-22) How do Christians fall into the Laodicean fault?

•By losing zeal and going through the motions without any heart in their work.

7. How can they overcome it?

•They must maintain their zeal by doing God’s work constantly.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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8. How did Jesus find the faith of the Laodiceans?

•It was nauseating to him.

9. How does God chasten us (Heb. 12:1-11)?

•He chastens us as sons with the consequences of our sin and the pangs of our conscience as we see his 
word judging our decisions.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 4: The Lamb and The Scrolls
Revelation 4:1-5:14

1. (4:1-5) Who sat on thrones around the central throne?

•The 24 elders, signifying the totality of the church—old Israel of the 12 tribes and Christianity of the 
12 apostles.

2. The number seven symbolizes completeness in Oriental numerology. What might the seven spirits of 
God then describe?

•The Holy Spirit.

3. (4:6-17) Describe what each of the four creatures is like.

a. lion

b. calf

c. man

d. eagle

4. What was their occupation?

•Worshiping God.

5. (5:1-7) What caused John to weep?

•No one was yet found worthy to loosen the seven seals and reveal the contents of the scroll.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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6. Who is finally located to open the scroll?

•Jesus.

7. Why does the term lamb  apply to him?

•He went to the cross like a lamb to the slaughter, fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah 53.

8. (5:8-14) How does the new song compare to 1 Peter 2:9-10?

•The sentiments are quite alike. Christianity is a priesthood and a kingdom.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 5: The Seven Seals
Revelation 6:1-8:5

1. (6:1-2) What is revealed as the first seal is opened?

•A white horse ridden by a man with a bow and crown, going out to conquer. This symbolizes the 
Parthian army set to invade the empire.

2. (6:3-4) What is revealed with the second seal?
•A red horse ridden by one with a sword who brought war and killing to the earth. This represents the 
bloodshed of the Parthian invasion.

3. (6:5-6) What is revealed in the third seal?
•A black horse with scales in hand and a message of want. This represents a resulting economic crisis, 
severe but not catastrophic.

4. (6:7-8) What is revealed with the fourth horseman?

•A pale horse ridden by Death and followed by Hades. This represents misery and death on earth.

5. (6:9-11) Who is shown in the fifth seal and what is their plea? How much longer must they await 
justice?
•The souls under the altar, that is, those martyred for Christ, cried for God to avenge their blood. They 
must wait the same little while that God has put between prophecy and fulfillment.

6. (6:12-17) A number of recycled symbols are used in the sixth seal. The earthquake John promises is just 
like the one Isaiah promised in his prophecy. On what was this earthquake to symbolize justice in 
Isaiah 29:1, 6?

•On Jerusalem.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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7. John’s image of the darkened sun and bloody moon is like that of Isaiah 13:10. Consider verse 1 of 
that chapter. Was this the final judgment or a temporal one?

•It was a temporal judgment on Babylon.

8. John says stars will fall. Again, Isaiah 13:10 uses this image. What did it symbolize there?

•The descent of rulers and officials from their high positions.

9. The apostle then says that the mountains and islands will shake. About whom did Ezekiel use the 
same symbols in 26:15-18 of his prophecy?

•Tyre.

10. John says some will cry to be hidden in the rocks from the Lamb. How does Hosea 10:8-9 about 
Israel’s fall) compare?

•They are the same symbols, proving that God could be talking about a temporal judgment, instead of 
the final one.

11. (7:1-8) The angel of the east stalls the impending trial until what can take place? Compare to 
Ezekiel 9:1-4.

•Until the saints can be sealed on their foreheads.

12. What was the number sealed? Who is God’s Israel in New Testament times (Rom. 2:28-29)? Is this 
number symbolic or a literal limitation?

•144,000 is symbolic of all the church in totality.

13. (7:9-17) This second group, the multitude is not sealed. Where are they standing and how are they 
attired? Why then would they not need the protection the first group did?

•They are in God’s presence and clothed with the white garments of purity. They are not on earth and 
do not need any more protection from persecution.

14. (8:1-5) What immediately follows opening the seventh seal?

•There is a period of silence in heaven of one half-hour.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 6: The Lamb and The Scrolls
Revelation 8:6-11:19

1. (8:6-12) What happened as each of the trumpets sounded?

• First hail, fire and blood followed, herbal devastation (physical devastation 
of empire)

• Second mountain cast to sea, destroying marine life (fall of the government 
(Jer. 51:25))

• Third star fell and waters made bitter and deadly (fall of ruling powers 
(Isa. 14:12))

• Fourth third of light darkened (divine judgment (Joel 
3:15))

2. (9:1-21) What happened as the next two trumpets sounded?

• Fifth locust swarm unleashed by fallen star (moral decadence of 
empire unleashed by the emperor that troubled world and gospel spread)

• Sixth release of army to plague mankind (Parthian invasion of 
the empire)

3. (10:1-7) When will this period of delay end? How long were they supposed to wait, according to 6:11? 
Is it implied that some of their number would see this day or that none of them ever would?

•When the seventh trumpet sounds ,the “little while longer” will elapse. It is clearly implied that 
some would see that day.

4. (10:8-11) What did John do with the little book? What did Ezekiel do with his book in Ezekiel 2:8-
3:14?

•John ate the book which, though sweet to the taste, proved bitter in the belly. Ezekiel also ate a 
scroll with the same effect.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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5. This short passage, when compared with Ezekiel’s difficult task, takes us back to Revelation 9:20-21. 
Had the people responded to warning and repented?

•No, the warnings had not moved them at all.

6. (11:1-3) The measuring indicates God’s protection. Who is protected under this symbol? Is “Gentiles” 
literal and total?

•Those in the temple, the New Testament church, are protected, while those outside are left to trial at 
the hands of the heathen, not all physical Gentiles, but spiritual Gentiles.

7. In Oriental numerology, two symbolizes power and strength. So the two witnesses symbolize the 
power of those standing for this prophecy and for God. How long will they stand?

•1260 days (same as 42 months, and time, times and half a time or 3 and one half years, which denotes 
incompleteness), a number of uncertainty

8. (11:4-13) This passage shows the progress and fortune of the gospel in the days of the empire. 
Describe the three periods as either successful, hindered or revived.

• First (11:4-6) successful
•

• Second (11:7-10) hindered

• Third (11:11-13) revived

9. (11:14-19) What is the response to the seventh trumpet?

•Heavenly voices praised the reign of Christ forever as the gospel message gains free course to leaven 
the whole world.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 7: The Struggle
Revelation 12:1-17

1. (12:1-6) Chapter 12 opens with the familiar New Testament image of a pious woman. Later, she will 
be the bride of Christ (22:17, 21:9). Who is she, then? Who was her counterpart in Isaiah 66:7-11?

•She is the church as Zion was the laboring woman in the Old Testament.

2.  Who is meant by the male child?

•Jesus.

3. Who stood by to persecute her child at the birth? How impressive is his tail? Who was the church’s 
great oppressor at this time?

•The dragon, whose tail can throw down stars from heaven. The Roman empire was troubling the bride 
of Christ and her children (Gal. 4:26).

4. (12:7-12) If the war in heaven is literal, what becomes of the security , comfort, holiness and 
assurance of God’s abode?

•It is totally decimated forever.

5. What three terms are used in verse 9 to refer to the dragon?

•Serpent, Devil and Satan.

6. According to Peter in Acts 2:29-31, what event placed Jesus on the throne of his kingdom? How long 
does the “devil” have to trouble the kingdom?

•His resurrection. The empire’s days are numbered.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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7. What does verse 11 imply happened to John’s brethren?

•They were martyred.

8. (12:13-17) Who, then, are the rest of her offspring?

•They are the living and struggling.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 8: The War Against the Saints
Revelation 13:1-14:20

1. (13:1-4) If the dragon is working by the Roman empire, to whom has it entrusted its throne and 
authority and enslaved the world in human deification? In other words, whom is represented by the 
sea beast?

•The Roman emperor.

2. (13:5-10) Who alone refuse to worship the sea beast?

•Christians, that is, those with their names in the Lamb’s book of life.

3. (13:11-18) The second ally of the dragon is the land beast. According to verses 15-17, what was the 
symbolic creature’s occupation in the world?

•He intimidated those reluctant to worship the emperor as God.

4. From verse 18, it is overwhelmingly obvious that this is not a literal beast. What is his number?

•666.

5. (14:1-5) How could the 144,000 have become the first fruits of redemption (verse 4)?

•By righteous living and faithful obedience, even unto death.

6. (14:6-13) As John wrote, the real nation of Babylon had been gone 500 years. This must be a symbolic 
reference to another. What empire was troubling the church in John’s day?

•The Roman empire.

7. The third angel forbade the worship of whom?

•The Roman emperor (sea beast).

8. What does it mean to die in the Lord?

•To die faithful and anticipating reward in heaven.

9. (14:14-20) Compare this judgment prophecy to Joel 3:13. Was Joel talking about the final judgment or a 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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temporal visitation of divine wrath upon an enemy nation?

•Joel had a a temporal judgment in mind.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 9: The Seven Bowls
Revelation 15:1-16:21

1. (15:1-4) In chapter four, the sea of glass separated the saints from God. Now, where are the saints? 
What change this signify (Matt. 16:25)?

•Now the saints have overcome the world’s temptations and their martyrdom has brought them into 
God’s presence.

2. (15:5-8) What do the seven bowls contain? Who may enter the inner abode of God while they are 
meted out?

•The bowls contain plagues and the wrath of God, before whom no one can stand to intercede.

3. (16:1-7) Who were afflicted by the first bowl of wrath? What did worshiping the beast signify in 
that era?

•Those who served the beast, or the Roman emperor, who demanded to be treated as deity.

4. In chapter 8:9, a third of the sea was killed by that symbol; how much is destroyed by the second 
bowl of wrath?

•All is killed, signifying the utter desolation that is no longer stayed.

5. Judging from the context, whom are made to taste their own medicine by the third bowl?

•The persecutors of the Christians are made to suffer justly.

6. (16:8-12) According to verse 9, what type of person was hurt by the fourth bowl of wrath?

•The blasphemers; those who were devoted to Caesar.

7. What happened when the fifth bowl was poured out on the beast’s throne? Who literally sat on this 
throne?

•The kingdom (empire) was disrupted when God judged the emperor of his persecution.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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8. Following the dispensation of the sixth bowl, where could the kingdom have looked for invasion?

•To the east, where the Parthians were planning a move.

9. (16:13-16) To where are these gathered together for battle? For what had this place become 
especially noted?

•Armageddon, or Megiddo, the site of great Old Testament battles like Deborah against the 
Midianites (Jdg. 5:19). The valley of Megiddo became a Hebrew proverb for great and decisive battle. It 
is used figuratively here to signify quality rather than location.

10. (16:17-21) What did the voice from the temple say?

• “It is done.”

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 10: The Fall of Babylon
Revelation 11:1-18:24

1. (17:1-9) What had intoxicated the harlot?

•The blood of the saints and the martyrs.

2. According to verse 9, what do her seven heads represent? 

•The seven mountains upon which the city of Rome sat.

3. (17:10-18) Where does the symbolic beast fit into the sequence of succession?

•He is the eighth and bound for perdition.

4. In John’s day, what great city ruled over the kings of the earth? According to verse 16, will the 
empire’s provinces always remain loyal to the empire?

•Rome. No, they will eventually rebel and overthrow her.

5. (18:1-8) What did the second voice from heaven implore?

•He begged God’s people to slip from Rome’s grip and escape her judgment.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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6. (18:9-18) Three groups stand by weeping, identified in verses 9, 11 and 17. Who are they?

•Kings, merchants and ship masters who contributed to Rome’s growth through commerce and conquest

7. (18:19-24) How complete was the harlot’s downfall to be?

•Amusement, commerce and domesticity would cease in her.

8. According to verses 20 and 24, why was this happening?

•To avenge the blood of the saints and prophets whom she had slain.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 11: The Victory of God
Revelation 19:1-20:15

1. (19:1-10) Who is the Lamb’s bride? In what is she attired?

•The church, collectively all the saved, arrayed in the fine, clean linen of righteous works.

2. What error does John make?

•He falls to worship a being who is less than deity, just as the subjects of the emperor had been doing.

3. (19:11-16) Comparing verse 13 to John 1, who is the rider on the white horse? What emanates from 
his mouth? How does this compare to Hebrews 4:11-12?

•Jesus, the Word of God. A sword, representing his words, the word of God that pierces through to judge 
hearts of men.

4. Compare verse 16 to 1 Timothy 6:15. Is this title only now given to Jesus, or has he held it for some 
time?

•Jesus was the King of kings and Lord of lords even before Paul wrote in the mid-60s, thirty years before 
John did.

5. (19:17-21) Whose return from Babylonian captivity did Ezekiel describe with nearly identical 
language (39:17-21)?

•The Israelites, as here spiritual Israel is removed from Roman dominance.

6. Into what are the beast and false prophet cast?

•The lake of fire burning with brimstone.

7. (20:1-3) Since chapter 12, three enemies have troubled the church. Which one remains unfettered 
until now?

•The dragon is now bound and cast into the bottomless pit.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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8. For how long would he remain in this setting?

•For 1000 years, after which he would be released a little time.

9. (20:4-6) Precisely who is it that lives and reigns with Christ during this period?

•The martyrs of 6:9 join Christ in his ongoing reign. If 1000 years is literal, then their living ends when 
their reign does and they face death the whole time!

10. Like spiritual Israel in John’s day, fleshly captive Israel in Ezekiel’s was downtrodden and of low 
morale. Ezekiel’s message, like this first resurrection, was intended to uplift. Consider Ezekiel 37:11-
12: is this resurrection intended to be literal or the figurative rebirth of their strength and cause?

•It is the figurative resurrection of a cause in both places.

11. (20:7-10) What happened to the deceiver and his allies after their release?
•Fire from heaven finally devoured them and they were cast into the lake of fire forever and ever.

12. (20:11-14) According to what were all men judged?
•According to their works.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 12: New Jerusalem
Revelation 21:1-22:21

1. (21:1-8) What is necessary to drink of the water of life? Who will inherit all things? Who will not?
•Thirst is first required to seek such life-giving water (John 4). He who overcomes the temptations of 
his age will inherit a crown of life in heaven while the wicked will burn in hell.

2. (21:9-21) Is this description of the triumphant church figurative or literal?

•Obviously, it is figurative of the glory and blessing.

3. (21:22-27) Why did the new city have no temple or shining stars?

•God and Jesus are its temple and its illumination.

4. (22:1-11) What grows along the river? When had access to it been lost?

•Growing here is the tree of life, lost by sin in Eden.

5. (22:12-21) Who may claim a right to enter the city and access the tree of life?

•Those who do his commandments.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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